Remembering the past...and
moving to the future
The year is 1839. Abner Doubleday introduces base
ball. Davey Crockett keeps an appointment at the
Alamo. In Jacksonville, Indians erect teepees atop a
graceful rise on the future site of Bibb Graves Hall. On a
nearby farm builders erect an elegant little house on a
parcel of land that will become the busy corner of
Pelham Road and Roebuck Waters Drive. The farm,
including its smokehouse, is destined to headquarter the
Alumni Association, which today serves more than
40,000 graduates. In 1839 it is still 64 years before
Orville and Wilbur Wright will fly an airplane, yet a
modern community will evolve into one of Alabama's
most prestigious regional schools, Jacksonville State
University.
By 1883 the first organized entity that can be called a
teachers college is formed. The curriculum consists of
penmanship, arithmetic and basic liberal arts and sci
ences. At this stage, Jacksonville State University's early
cultural roots are firmly established.
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The 1953 Mimosa Staff, (above)
Miss Mimosa of 1962, Judy Shanaburger. (left)
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By 1883 the first organized entity that can be called a teachers college is
formed. The curriculum consists of penmanship, arithmetic and basic liberal
arts and sciences. At this stage, Jacksonville State University's early cultural
roots are firmly established. Students tackle assignments with every bit of
the same consuming enthusiasm of today's students hammering away at As
the twentieth century fades, it's important to remember how JSU developed,
what it is like during our own era, and where the university may be heading
as a major force in northeast Alabama. In a humorous vein, it's good to re
member how "tough" we have it today so we can look back and chuckle
when our great-grandchildren one day tell us about the hardships involved
in getting an education at JSU.
JSU traces its formal beginnings to the creation of the State Normal
School (SNS), which lasted from 1883 to 1929. Normal School was the term
used back then to indicate a teacher-training program. The total school bud
get for the first year was a whopping $4,751.25, and the roll included 247
students, including a large contingent in the primary class. That's in stark
comparison to today's budget of some $70 million and a student population
that has at times swelled beyond 8,000. Seniors paid $3 a month for tuition in
1883 plus a student activity fee of $5 for ten months. There was only one
building at the time, but by 1927 galloping prosperity made the physical plant
mushroom to four buildings.
By 1929 the football program was well established and even had a designated field for play
ing games, though bleachers wouldn't be built until many years later. Spectators simply walked
back and forth along the sidelines to see the action. The first football team was fielded in the late
1800s and nicknamed after a rare predatory bird found near the Arctic Circle. In 1929 fans were still
rooting for the State Teachers College Eagle Owls. While "Go Gamecocks!" is a familiar chant in
Paul Snow Stadium today, "Go Eagle Owls!" was the resounding cry back then. And it still might
be today if it hadn't been for the school's first major student controversy. Ardent fans decided that,
with the institution's rise to College status, the school mascot should be a bird of a different feather.
Exact details are lost to history, but a group of student leaders decided it was difficult for the
school's image to soar like an eagle when the team's name was something of a turkey. A group of
influential students got together and lobbied for a more collegiate-sounding moniker. Advocates of
a new mascot took the terrible risk of ruining their reputation by going against school tradition.
The issue divided the student body. Forward-thinking student leaders looked to Southern culture
itself rather than the North Pole and finally found an animal agreeable to nearly everyone that
would symbolize the school's fighting spirit. Tongue firmly planted in beak, "gamecock" loyalists
crowed the loudest in campus polls and the College found itself with a mascot familiar to every
farm boy who could raise a couple of dollars for tuition.
The football team had around 20 players most seasons, bringing a definite "big-school" air of
gridiron excitement to the foothills. Those few traditionalists who wanted to hang on to the Eagle
Owl mascot were not surprised when the dam broke and other radical changes ensued. Blue and
gold were tossed out as the official school colors in favor of the familiar red and white used today.
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The 1966 Jacksonville State
University Cheerleaders (left)

Cocky was all dressed up for the 1966 football season.
(above).
The real "Cocky" in 1966. (left)
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Presidents who forged JSU's early years were:
• James Gazaway Ryals, Jr., president from 1883 - 1885. Ryals' entry
into the local community brought a spirit of optimism, and the
Cartersville, Ga. native who held A.B. and M.A. degrees from the
University of Virginia was called "the most learned man in the South"
by newspapers.
• J. Harris Chappell, president from 1885-1886, was the first president to
confer diplomas at the new institution.
• Carleton Bartlett Gibson, 1886-1892, was a native of Scotland who
arrived in New York in 1824. He grew up in Mobile, held an honorary
master's degree, and was serving on the school's faculty when he was
elected president.
• J. B. Jarrett, 1892-1893, served only one year as president due to illness.
• Jacob Forney IV, 1893 -1 8 9 9 , was the first alumnus to become presi
dent. He was a member of the State Normal School's first graduating
class.
• Clarence William Daugette, 1899-1942, served longer than any of his
predecessors and played a major role in shaping what was to become
the modern institution.
Under the leadership of Daugette, a number of "innovations of the
school" were listed in the official catalogue. Among them was a class in
Agriculture as a required subject. And, as a precursor to our modem
Work-Study Program, students worked at the school's 123-acre farm, which supplied
fresh milk and vegetables for the cafeteria. Surplus vegetables were canned for the
school's own use. Correspondence filed in President Daugette's office reveals that con
cerns of the day centered around complaints over bad roads, erratic train schedules in
Jacksonville, and late state appropriations. The president's letters also mention that he
liked to travel as economically as possible, trying to keep hotel costs down to no more
than $3.50 a day. The institution stepped in to help during a statewide crisis - a severe
shortage of teachers — by providing emergency teacher training. Students could be certi
fied to teach after taking a few courses leading to certification, and special courses were
offered for professional improvement. The first "extension certificates" and review
courses for certification were offered as further innovations.

Dr. Stone in 1962. (right)
Dr. Stone and Jane Self1962 (far right)
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1953 S.G.A. officers (left)

1953 ROTC officers (aboiv)
1953 Honor Students (left)
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The ROTC program was foreshadowed by the Student Army Training Corps established
during the presidency of Woodrow Wilson.
A milestone along the evolutionary road to university status was creation of the institution's
first quality point system, which is first mentioned in the Teachers College catalogue of 1929.
By 1929, the College had grown so large that it would have seemed like a foreign environment to
early graduates. And despite the looming Depression, expenses skyrocketed in contrast to early
tuition and fees. Now, expenses for nine months cost $250. The modern campus even had a li
brary with 12,000 volumes, in comparison to the more than half a million volumes in the Houston
Cole Library today.
The war years - both World War I and II — took a toll on the student body. Both world
wars, 1914 to 1918 and 1939-1945, changed the face of the institution. During these periods,
seeing male students on campus was a rarity. The global flu epidemic of 1918-1920 took
another toll. The Depression era hammered the institution hard. Somehow, the small but
hardy institution survived. Just before World War II, the dynamic speaker, teacher, historian
Houston Cole assumed the presidency in 1942 and was destined to serve a three-decade
tenure that ended in 1971. Cole was the first to attract to the College world-renowned
speakers and scholars, exposing students to talent in a wide range of fields. Under his lead
ership, the campus experienced a surge in growth, both in construction of new buildings
and growth of the student body.
In July, 1957, on the heels of a national trend, the word "Teachers" was dropped from the
institution's name. The school became Jacksonville State College. In part, the name change
was due to popular demand. Students had been informally calling the institution Jackson
ville State College for years. President Cole stressed that the name change in no way meant
that less attention would be paid to teacher-training but that the curriculum was becoming
much broader. The College by then was already offering degrees in several other fields.
In 1966 the Alabama Legislature, meeting in special session, elevated Jacksonville State
College to Jacksonville State University. JSU formed its own self-governing Board of Trust
ees and was no longer governed by the post-secondary system. The University's first di
ploma was presented by President Cole to Susan Carter of Sharpsburg, Ga., on January 20,
1967. By 1967 the central campus was similar in appearance to today's campus. Student
expenses now exceeded $380. Under the tenure of President Ernest Stone, 1971 - 1981, JSU
grew in size and recognition. Emphasis was placed on attracting increasing numbers of
doctorate-level faculty, and by 1981 60 percent of the faculty held terminal degrees. The
campus expanded to include more than 300 acres. Academic Vice President Theron Mont
gomery served as president from 1981 to 1986. As vice president, Montgomery worked
diligently to continue increasing the number of faculty members with doctorates. Capital
projects and renovations continued. Although JSU is accredited by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools, administrators began early efforts at gaining accreditation for spe
cific programs.
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Dorm Directors of 1968-1969

Mildren Roundtree, Weatherly; Robert Clotfelter, Glazner; Jessie Box, Pannell; Willie Smithe, Baugette; Shirley Stephens,
New Dorm; Lorene Gillespie, Abercrombie; Rebecca Fagan, Rowan. (Other dorm directors are not pictured)
•

*

•

V

From the Past, In the Present...
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Dr. Harold J. McGee arrived as president in 1986, bringing a zeal for technology and computers.
Before McGee, there were few, if any, personal computers. McGee also focused on taking care of
the aging physical plant and encouraging research and outreach activities among faculty. JSU
became THE university to attend for degrees in technology, computer science, wellness, and many
other disciplines. When he retired in 1999, every professional program that could be accredited
was accredited.
Today, JSU stands at the brink of the new millenium. Dr. Bill Meehan, an old friend to the
institution and an alumnus, assumed the helm as president on July 1, 1999, proclaiming an expan
sive vision for JSU that looks to the future while drawing on the strengths of the past. In a letter
to alumni soon after his appointment, Meehan said he hopes to preserve the small-town, friendly
spirit that has attracted generations of students who enjoy standing out as individuals at JSU
rather than getting lost in the numbers on larger campuses.
President Meehan says a top goal is knocking down the walls of the ivory tower through such
innovations as distance education. The University already has in place several remote classrooms
that receive live, real-time feeds of lectures originating on campus. Through the Internet and
compressed video, the University is able to make a college education more convenient to those
who work or for other reasons are not able to reside on or near the main campus. Under Meehan's
leadership, JSU will be working to establish more of these extended classrooms and other ways to
remove barriers to a college degree.

JSU Students at a 1966 Pep Rally (above)
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JSU Students at 1998 football game (above)

and Leading to a better Future
This 1998-1999 Mimosa is dedicated to
Mr. Ed Hill,who served as JSU's photographer. He was loved and
appreciated by all those who knew him.
"This one is for you, baby!"
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Campus
Life
Cocky has been a symbol of life on the Jack
sonville State University campus for many
years. Students have looked to him and
found laughter, pride, joy, and even sorrow.
He has changed a great deal over the years
but his love for JSU students and children
has never changed. It is clearly visible in this
picture of Cocky from long ago. As students
graduate and leave, they will carry with them
the memory of their beloved Cocky, but they
know that when they return to campus....he
will still be there.
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JSUHOMECOMING1998
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Right: M a k in g floats is one way

to get involved in the action o f
the Homecoming Week. This
one, "Flush the Dogs," is a great
effort on the part of the sorority
sisters and the fraternity broth
ers.
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Left: During the annual
bonfire for Homecoming
Week, Beth Cousins and
Scott Dyer, cheerleaders for
JSU, are doing a stunt to show
their support.

Below: Lisa Braden and
Amanda Laughlin, both
ZTA's, share a moment
together during the Home
coming Game.

Left: Cocky gets all decked out
for the parade in his white suit
and red bow tie. Here he tries
to get the crowd e x c ite d by
clapping and showing them how
proud he is to be a G am ecock.

Below: The crowd fills the sta
dium in excitement. Approxi
mately half of those attending
wore JSU colors, such as red tshirts and hats.
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Jenny Gyurova

Amanda Laughlin
Tiffani Keasler

Kellilyn Johnson

Jennifer Murray

Amber Adams

Lisa Braden

Amanda Voss

Top Five. ..

Amanda Laughlin

Lisa Braden

Top Ten

t

Chrystal Norred

...

Amanda Voss

&

Kellilyn Johnson

Amber Adams

Below: JSU's Alumni of the year,
Shane McGriff, and his wife Melanie,
enjoy the parade.

Second Below: JSU's Ballerinas show
off their talent at the JSU vs. Samford
game.

Top Ten Women are Selected as SemiFinalists for Homecoming
A crowd packs into Leone
Cole Auditorium to watch
JSU's annual Homecoming
Pageant. The pageant in
cludes an extensive interview
earlier in the day, and an
evening gown competition in
the evening. After this com
petition, the 38 contestants are
narrowed down to 10. The
student body is then respon
sible for voting for the top 5.
Homecoming week, the top 5
are narrowed down even fur
ther, to only 1. The queen is
crowned at the Homecoming
Game, this year, JSU vs.
Samford.
The International House
hosts the interviews through
out the day. All of the contes
tants are scheduled to attend
this interview with the judges.
Elicia Gomez, a pageant con
testant, said, "The judges
asked us questions about why
we wanted to be Homecom
ing Queen,
about
our
responsibilities in the orga
nizations that we are

involved in, and about vari
ous other things that require
lots of thought." The inter
views count as 75% of the
contestant's score.
This year the contestants
were introduced by Jeremy
Hosier, 92J's program direc
tor. The contestants walked
on stage and introduced
themselves while Hosier gave
a brief description of their ac
tivities and goals. As they
left the stage, the contestants
modeled their evening
gowns.
Following the
evening gown competition,
Kim Mullendore, Miss JSU
1998, sang two songs while
the judges added up their
scores. After intermission,
the top 10 were announced.
As the night ends, the top
10 are still nervous and ex
cited. They are, for the next
week, going to try and gain
the support of the student
body to win votes for top five,
and then for Queen.
--Amy Broadway and Angie Ball

Left: Mr. and Miss Black JSU of 1998,
Quincy Palmer and Shameta Jones, smile
happily in the parade and wave to the
crowd of onlookers.

Above: Here we see Cocky being, well,
"cocky", as we interrupt him from his
duties as mascot at the annual bonfire.

A m and a
V o ss
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Below:
The 1998 Homecoming Queen,
Amanda Voss, sp o n s o r e d by A lpha
Omicron Pi sorority. Here she is crowned
by
l as t
year's
Ho m e c o m i n g
Q u e e n , Angela Woodard.

Taking Time off is something she
likes to do, when she has time
Amanda Voss, Jacksonville State's 1998
Homecoming Queen, is one busy woman.
She keeps a very full schedule all year
round with school and her other activities,
yet she still takes time off as often as she
can to go home to Boaz and see her family.
This is a true Indication of Amanda's
character, and a good indication of why
she was chosen for Homecoming Queen.
She Is a member of, and was sponsored
by, her sorority, Alpha Omicron Pi. She
served as secretary here in the Spring, as
well as being a member of their social
commltee.
Amanda is Sophomore this year,
majoring in Elementary Education, with a
minor in English. School is only one thing
that keeps her busy, though. Some of her
other extracurricular activities include
being a member of the Freshman Forum
and lifeguarding at Pete Matthew's
Coliseum pool. She is a member of St Paul
United Methodist Church, and she has
served as a camp counselor for Camp
Sumatanga United Methodist Church camp
for tour years.
In her spare time, she enjoys swimming,
hiking, and traveling.
-Sherri Restauri/Mimosa

Ed Hill/Mimosa

Ed Hill/Mimosa

Ed Hill/Mimosa

Above: The five finalists for Homecoming Queen
pose happily with last year’s Homecoming Queen.
From left to right, they are as follows: Amanda
Laughlin, Lisa Braden, last year's Homecoming
Queen Angela Woodard, 1998 Queen Amanda
Voss, Kellilyn Johnson, and Amber Adams.

JAX STATE’S ENROLLMENT HAS GROWN BY 119 STUDENTS.
ENROLLMENT FOR THE FALL 1998 SEMESTER WAS 7,738
COMPARED TO 7,619 ONLY A YEAR AGO.
Right: A bulletin board to
welcome freshmen to ori
entation and to the dorm.

Below Left: New students
perform at the Orientation
party. This is an easy way
to meet people whom they
will see throughout their
college careers at JSU.

Below Right: Peer counse
lors April Hellums and
Daniel Kirkland (DK) pre
pare for the party.

EACH NEW YEAR BRINGS IN NEW STUDENTS, WITH NEW GOALS,
NEW ATTITUDES, AND NEW IDEAS. THIS YEAR THE PEER
COUNSELORS WORKED TOGETHER TO MAKE THIS THE BEST ORI
ENTATION EVER.
20 Campus Life

C O U N S E L O R S
P E E R

A team of 14 men and women prepare
new students for the college experi
ence. Peer counselors have strict re
quirements they must meet to be cho
sen. These include a GPA of 2.25 or
higher, and at least sophomore status,
32 hours completed. Out of a pool of
over 60 applicants, 12 peer counselors
and 2 peer coordinators are chosen.

Orientation 21

Sem
isonicRocksJSU
J S U 's SGA brought its students exactly what they asked for--a
chance to relax and think about anything, except school. The
night proved to be a huge success.

Above: The coliseum ex
plodes as the band goes
into their number one hit,
“Closing Time.” At times it
was hard to hear the band
over all of the fans singing
along to the all-familiar lyr
ics.

Right: Trying to get into
the concert late was
impossible. Many fans
chose to stand at the
back of the coliseum, in
order to make their way
into the see the show.

FLASHBACK: W HAT NUMBER ONE BAND HEADLINED AT JSU ON
VALENTINE’S DAY IN 1995? (HINT: THEY ARE KNOWN FOR SONGS
LIKE,"LETHER CRY,"AND HOLD M Y HAND.)
A N S W ER : H O O T IE A N D TH E B LO W FISH

A n y “Closing Tim e” was Too
Early for JS U Fans
Many of the bands on the
radio today sound exactly the
same. This especially applies
to most of the up and coming
alternative bands. Most seem
to aim for the age group rang
ing from around eleven to six
teen. These bands usually turn
out to be no more than one
song w onders, w ith their
m om ent in the spotlight
quickly forgotten. The mes
sages in their songs are all the
same, and not very applicable
to everyday life.
Semisonic is a band that
has risen above these medio
cre, money-hungry, no-talent
bands by bringing real mean
ing into every one of their
songs. In fact, their lead singer,
Dan Wilson, actually writes
their lyrics, which is highly
unusual in today's society. Each
song, therefore, has a personal
meaning to him. either because
of his own experiences or be
cause of experiences of other
people around him.

The band iscomposed of Dan
Wilson,who is lead vocal, gui
tar. and lyrics; John Munson,
who is bass guitar; and Jacob
Slichter, who is the drummer.
“Feeling Strangely Fine,"
is the title of Semisonic's new
est album, one that is well on
its way to the top of the charts.
The b a n d 's firs t alb u m ,
“Great Divide,” was also rated
at the top of the charts.
Many of the songs on “Feel
ing Strangely Fine” center
around events involving love.
The bond takes an en th ra llin g
approach to expressing this
sentim ent with their fast
climbing hit, “Singing in My
Sleep.” In this song, there is a
vivid and mournful display of
passion and desire, and a yearn
ing to be with the one who is cared
for so deeply. This band truly
touches on deeply personal sub
jects, and because of this, will
continue to be admired by people
of all ages-JSU students in
cluded.
--Sherri Restauri

Top: Dan W ilson, lead vocalist for Sem isonic,
also played the guitar. He even is responsible
for most of the lyrics in the bands’ songs.
Here he is seen hypnotizing the crowd with
the band's top smash, “Singing in My S le e p .”

A b o ve : T h e crow d gets into the g ro o ve of
thing. Pete M a th ew s C oliseu m w as packed
to the top with ra vin g fans. T h e night w as
remini sent of last y e a r’s S is te r H a ze l and
T o n ic con cert.

R O T C
Ri g ht :
Me mb e r s
of
t he
Ranger
C h a l l e n g e are
r e c o g n i z e d for
thei r o ut s t a ndi ng
ac c ompl i s hme nt s .

Above: Cadets learn how to
properly set up a defense
after an air assault into a
hostile fighting area.

Right: A repels during one
of their many required ex
ercises.

Below: During the Gallant Pelham field training exercise, cadets
participate in the Leadership Reaction course. Here a team is seen’
building during a problem solving event.

ROTC Recognizes Student
Accomplishments
It seems there are few occa
sions when positive actions are
acknowledged, but that is exactly
what ROTC did at its Fall
Awards Day. Forty-one cadets
and three faculty members
w ere reco g n ized for th eir
accomplishments. JSU “cadets
have gone out and done won
derful things," said Captain
Johnny Thompson. The awards
cerem ony was viewed by
friends and family members of
the cadets and ROTC supporters.
The MilitaryScience Department
gave awards for excellence in
academics and athletics, as well
as those honors earned at various
military schools over the summer.
Four cadets received spe
cial financial awards Jerry Mize:
national winner o f Arm ed
Forces Communications and
Electronics Assoc. Scholar
ship; Cecil Edwards was the na
tional winner of the USAA/
Sprint Scholarship; and Mark
Flynn was awarded the second
region Armed Forces Insurance
Scholarship. Lloyd Scott re
ceived the Scabbard and Blade
Scholarship, an award donated

Left: A cadet speedily
shimmies up the rope in
yet another training ex
ercise, the rope climb.

by JSU ROTC Alumnus Joe
Hassel.
The German Military Effi
ciency Badge, offered “as an
incentive to improve physical
fitness and military skills," was
presented by Lieutenant Colo
nel Jens Ehrlich to five ROTC
personnel. Vance Fleming re
ceived a gold GMEB, and Cap
tains C h ristin e H ackett,
Jonathan C rosson, C ecil
Edwards, and Randy Griffiths
received bronze stars. The
award was delivered on. appro
priately, Germ an-A m erican
Day.
Two very special awards
were given out to Linda Bright
and Ellen Hartsay: Achieve
ment Medals for Civilian Ser
vice for "Secretarial High Com
mand.” They also received
“Thank-you” flowers and cards.
Each holds over 17 years of
service. Merriss said,as d o most
cadets. “If you’re a cadet and
you don’t know them, some
thing is wrong.”
L.Vance Fleming

Above:
The cadets
prepare for a twelve
mile walk at the
Ranger
Ch a ll en ge
Competition at Camp
Shelby, MS.

Parent's Day 1998

Student’s invited their parents to join them in a day of festive
activities that began early on the quad and ended at the JS U
football game against Middle Tennessee.

Above: Peer Counselor
Heather Musick and others
greet the crowd with balloons
and other fun items on the
Quad.

Many organizations,
offices, and academic
departments were
present at Parent's Day,
such as the one seen
here.

Rai n Does N o t
Da mp e n the D ay
Everyone enjoyed the food offered at
Parents' Day. Of the three dining events
held on the Quad in the two-and-a-half
weeks prior to Parents' Day, this was the
only one to charge by plate.

Parent’s Day pulled in a large
crowd, despite an hour-long
rain. Parents, students, and vis
iting band members filled the
dining tent and were still min
gling before the JSU-Middle
Tennessee game.
The Archaeology department
held a small scale demonstra
tion of a 12th century iron forge.
According to Chris Hill of the
JSU Archaeology Resource
Lab, the rain took “a couple
hundred degrees off of the fire,"
making it hard to reach 2500
degrees.
The JSU Potters’ Guild sold
ceram ic artw ork, including
original design JSU commemo
rative tiles. The tiles were such
big sellers that even JSU admis
sions staff in the browse session
at Stephenson Gym had as many
as five spread out on the admis
sions table, but only for show.
Campus organizations, of
fices. and academic departments
came out in full force for the
browse session, which com
pletely filled the basketball
courts at Stephenson.

Many people enjoyed having a caricature
of themselves drawn. Most however,
were simply enjoying the entertaining
talent of the artist.

The JSU Potters' Guild sold many differ
ent items, ranging from commemorative
tiles to artistically unique ceramic pieces.

One example was the Psy
chology department, which had
lab animals caged and on display.
The Drama department displayed
props and costumes while play
ing video tapes of past produc
tions.
Jerry Gilbert of the Political
Science department had an ex
tensive collection of political
memorabilia on display, includ
ing campaign buttons, lapel pins,
and other collectibles.
At the booth for student hous
ing, Jackie Carter and Donnell
Humes confirmed that JSU has
had a huge influx of freshmen
this year, and that the dorms are
housing about 4500. which covers
more than half of the student body.
All this in turn accounted for
the huge parent and student turn
out on Parents' Day. The browse
session had far more prospective
students than first-year college stu
dents. Many had not even decided
yet which college they would at
tend. As one prospective student
remarked, “This is the friendliest
place I’ve visited yet.”
—Phil Attiger/Chanticleer

Gene Roberts: A Man with a
Question—and an Answer
R ight: Prominent news
man Gene Roberts ex
pressed his doubts about
the future of newspapers
before a packed audience
on the eleventh floor of
JSU’s Houston Cole
Library.

Below Left: Gene Rob
erts and Dr. Harold
McGee discuss the
current state of the
newspaper after the
lecture.

Roberts Concerned About
Newspapers' Future
"The newspaper industry is forever seeing itself in crisis. Cable channels and alternative newspapers, as well as local TV and
radio stations and the networks, are competing with newspapers for Rober the advertising dollar.”
Recipient of his profession’s most sought-after awards, prominent newsman Gene Roberts expressed his doubts
about the future of newspapers before a packed audience on the eleventh floor of JSU’s Houston Cole Library.
“Newspaper circulation continues to drop in the US and Canada," said Roberts, whose Philadelphia Enquirer won 17 Pulitzers
under his leadership. Roberts said newspapers are being forced to take such measures as going on-line to keep their heads above
water. He said there are 3,622 digital newspapers — 80% more than experts had been predicting by the end of the year.
“One would think that, while waiting for answers in an uncertain world, newspapers would protect themselves in another way
—by investing more dollars in their news rooms to strengthen their news and information-gathering operations,” Roberts
said.”But with some notable exceptions, many American newspapers are going the other way.”
Roberts said understaffed, under-financed newsrooms are commonplace. And although newspapers remain one of the US’s
most profitable industries in terms of percentage of revenue flowing to the bottom line, the chains and groups that control
80% of the country’s more that 1.500 dailies feel themselves under constant pressure from investors to improve profit margins.
According to Roberts, out of this crisis of riches and anxiety has come a number of disturbing trends, all with profound
implications for the public. He said one trend is that news coverage of government on the local, state and national level is
diminishing. Roberts said this is due to cost-cutting pressures and the fact that some newspaper managers believe readers are
bored by governmental news.
Roberts said international news is also being ignored at a time when the US has a great impact on world affairs and while
international commerce and ease of communications are making nations more interdependent. Another problem is that “new”
owners — those who have little newspaper knowledge and less concern about the traditional duties and obligations of
newspapers — are buying up newspapers.
So where is all of this leading? “It's possible, indeed, that newspapers will fail if they do not supply the kind of news,
information and editorial debate that ensures sound democracies,” says Roberts. “If, on the other hand, we in journalism correct
our lapses in coverage and provide information and news essential to democracy, we will survive because we will remain a
necessity.”
Each year Jacksonville State University’s Department of Communication invites one of the nation’s leading journalists to
serve as the Ayers lecturer, a program funded in honor of early publishers of The Anniston Star, Harry and Edel Ayers. Roberts
began his journalism career writing for his father’s weekly newspaper, in his home state of North Carolina. A graduate of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Roberts went on to write for the Raleigh News & Observer, the Detroit Free Press
and the New York Times.
In 1972, he became the executive editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer, where he took part in winning 17 Pulitzer Prizes. He left
in 1991 to become a journalism professor at the University of Maryland, but took a leave of absence in 1994 to become
executive editor of the The New York Times. He recently retired from The Times and is once again teaching at the University
of Maryland.

—Buffy Smith/
JSU News Bureau

Casino Night 1999

Left: Students really got
excited by the chance to
win at the slot machines.
This particular game
seemed to be one of
everyone's favorite last
year and this year, too.

Above: Here the deal
Mark Jones, who wor
for the recreation dep
in Stephenson, entert
the students, while tr
to keep the best hand
himself.

CasinoNight 1999

Left: Though the money was Above: Lucky Seven? Anyone
not for real, the students who who has made it through stati
participated in Casino Night tics knows that is the number
did not seem to mind. "Play bet on, but so many try others
ing for fake money is just as as well. Maybe statistics shoul
fun as playing for real money- be a requirements before stu
and it's for a great cause," saiddents could attend Casino
one of the attendees.
Night-- or maybe not!

JSU Campus Gets a Facelift—
More to Come?
*

We Don’t Need No Renovation
Could 27 be the age for a face lift? If your
facade is expanding and bowing it may be
something you would want to consider.
It's something that the Houston Cole Li
brary may be facing in the near future.
Houston Cole Library was completed in
February of1972. CharlesH. McCauley from
Birminghamwas thearchitect, and thecontractor was Jones & Hardy, from
Montevallo. Containing 171, 603 square
feet, the building stands at 200 feet tall.
Around 10 years ago, the bowing and
separating of the marble panels was
brought to the attention of Jim McArthur,
Physical Plant Director. He said that after
that, they began keeping a close eye on the
panels to monitor their movement. In the
past ten years, engineers and architects
have been called in to look at the situation.
"At this point, it is not an urgent safety
problem,

but it could become one if we neglect it,"
said Dr. Meehan. According to NewStone
Technology, the movement of the marble
panelscanbelinkedtoseveraldifferent factors,
such as thermal movement, shrinkage, and
the thickness ofthepanelsusedinconstruction.
While it is not an immediate problem, it
will probably be done in the next two years.
For the reasons of safety and cost, the pro
posed material to be used in the recon
struction is brick. The estimated cost of
redoing the library with a brick facade is
around 2.5 million dollars. The funds will
come from state bond money, possible
grants, and tuition fees.
So, while the sounds of hammers and
drills will cease soon at the TMB, it seems
they will only move next door to the Hous
ton Cole Library.
—Amy McElroy

Left: Groundbreaking began jn
Martin Hall parking lot on
April 12, 1999, for a new
building. The Harold J. McGee
Science Center, or McGee Hall,
will be the site of more
classrooms, labs, storage space,
and conference rooms for the
science departments.

Juried S tudent A rt E xhib it
Students Overfl ow the Juried Student Art
Show with Multiple Winners

Sherri Restauri/Mimosa

Above: Using materials
such as paper mache and
decopage, a beautiful three
dimesional design comes to
life. This piece by Anna M.
Hitt won first place in three
dimensional design. It is en
titled "Set for Matisse".
Right: In the ceramics divi
sion an unusually thought
ful piece of art takes home
an honorable m ention.
Reminiscent of waterfalls,
"Glass Flow Series" by
David L. Parker is especially
eye-catching.

Sherri Restauri/Mimosa

Below: Best in Show win
ner by Kevin Fotovich, en
titled "Alabama Wildflow
ers Caledar," was among
some of the wonderful de
signs available at the show.
"I don't know why they
chose that one, but I'm
happy," said Fotovich of his
show winning piece.

Far Below: Framed by vari
ous other works, Mario
G allard o 's piece of art
catches everyone's atten
tion. Entitled "Drifter,"
Gallardo's work won first
place in the painting divi
sion.

Hammond Hall Overflows with
Art of All Styles
See a wild ceramic plant,
a ceramic backbone snak
ing around the floor and
giant Autumn leaves on
canvas-and these aren't the
prize winners.
Usually, the Juried Stu
dent Art Exhibit holds as
the mainstay of the spring
season. Rarely is the show
ever this full. However, this
year it was packed beyond
all expectations.
Prints, photographs,
paintings, design and ce
ramic works spill forth from
the walls and display stands
at Hammond Hall Gallery
in o n e o f th e A rt
department's
most
crowded shows.
Patrons stuffed the room
to see the works and con
gratulate the winners of this
annual competition. More
than twenty-five students
submitted works.
Best of show went to
Kevin Fotovich for his de
sign piece: "Alabama Wildflowers Calendar," while

Above: "M ovem ent by
Contrastity, Hue, Value,
and Chrom a" won first
place in color theory. Artist
Joey Crews won Best of
Show last year.

Joey Crews, last years Best
of Show winner, won first
in color theory with a stair
case construction called
"Movement of Color."
Jeannie Williamson took
first place in photography
with "Groovy" and in print-making with "The Giraffe."
She says that although she
is a graphic designer, she
"loves," her award winning
pieces.
Desiree Harper took first
place in drawing, while
Yuko Ishida received first
place in graphic design with
"Eating Disorder Bro
chure." Mario Gallardo
won first place in painting
with "Drifter."
Anna Hitt won first place
in 3-dimesional design with
"Set for Matisse," resem
bling a garden table set for a
meal.
Pauletter Parks took first
place in ceramics with "Sep
tember Tree."
--Phil Attinger/
Chanticleer

Sherri Restauri/Mimosa

1st Annual BMOC Raises
Money For Good Cause
Right: Left to Right, Matt
Driscol, 2nd runner-up;
Corey Clark, Winner; and
Ryan Fitzpatrick, 1st
runner-up.
Far Right, Top: Second
Runner-up Matt Driscoll
was sponsored by Phi
Mu Alpha. He performed
an amazing and original
"Human Alphabet" act.

Far Right, Center: Corey
Clark won the Big Man
on Campus contest with
his rendition of "Old
Man River, from the
classic Showboat. He
was sponsored by Tau
Kappa Epsilon. Corey
was awarded with $100
and a three month
membership to Anniston
Family Fitness Center.

Far Right, Bottom: Ryan
Fitzpatrick won first
runner-up. He played a
Kenny G. song on
soprano saxophone.

Right: A member of
Zeta Tau Alpha sorority
Allison Eason, stands
with the judges of the
contest. The judges,
form left to right, are
Kara Dawn Byford and
Linda Stedham. Rufus
Kinney, not shown, was
a judge, as well.

" Noone wants to think they will be affected by cancer...
however it is the second leading cause of death in the U.S."
-Amanda Laughlin

Amanda Laughlin Speaks on Her Platform of Breast Cancer at the
First Annual Big Man On Campus Contest for JSU
Cancer. It is the dreaded work no one wants to
hear. It comes in many different forms and is has no
respect for people. No one wants to think that they
can be affected by cancer. However, the grim reality
is that many people are affected by this disease.
Everyone knows someone—a neighbor, a friend, a
relative, even oneself—who has cancer. It is a
common disease, and is the second leading cause of
death in the United States. But even with the
prevalence and all of the money that is spent on
research in this area, there is still no cure.
Fortunately, there are groups that work very hard
to raise money to find that cure for cancer. They
strive to secure funds to further this research. One
of those groups is Jacksonville State University's
own Zeta Tau Alpha sorority.
Zeta Tau Alpha sponsored its first Big Man on
Campus contest on January 28, 1999. Big Man on
Campus, or B.M.O.C. for short, is a variety show
that many Zeta Tau Alpha chapters around the
country sponsor. They hold this annual event to
raise money for their philanthropy .
The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation is
the organization that every Zeta Tau Alpha chapter
donates time and money to for its national
philanthropy of breast cancer research.

This year's Big Man On Campus charged twenty
dollars for each entry into the contest, and one
dollar admission fee per person at the door. With
over two hundred attendees and seven acts entered
in the contest, Zeta brought in six-hundred dollars
for their cause, and still awarded each of the winners
with prizes ranging from money to fitness packages.
Cancer is very common—44,000 women die of it
each year, and one in every nine women will be
diagnosed with it every
year. Hopefully, next
year's Big Man On
Campus contest will be
even moresuccessfuland
raise more funds for
breast cancer research.
The more money that
is available for research,
the more scientists will
learn about it. And the
more they know, the
more women can use this knowledge to fight back.
The more women that fight this disease, the better
their chances are of winning. That's what the goal
is—winning the fight against breast cancer.
—Amanda Laughlin

Left: From Left to Right, Delta Chi's
David Box, Ben Norman, and Michael
Sport sang two 50's songs, including
"Why Must I Be a Teenager In Love?"
They were sponsored by Alpha Xi Delta.

Above: The fourth act of the show was
entitled "Sorority Death Match." Keith
Ethridge, left, and Jeff Tipton, right, are
shown here. Adam Wallace and Jason
Wallace also participated in this act, in
which they dressed up like sorority girls
and had a boxing match.

The TMB Before....

Left: Construction on the TMB
caused havoc for many of the
students. Any days when the
sun was out, and many days
when the rain was coming
down, the workers were out
there working hard to meet
the deadline.

Renovations Began on
the TMB in 1997, and
have continued
throughout the 19981999 school year. When
will it be complete?
Right: Parking was a challenge
for students and for faculty,
but fifteen minute parking
spots were set up for people to
come in and do quick busi
ness. This lessened some of
the stress, when people abided
by the set time limits.
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andAfer Remodeling

A fence now surrounds the TMB, and construction has begun
on the 36-year old student commons building. Many students are
wondering just how long before they have their parking back.
Don Thacker, Vice President of Administrative and Business
Affairs, says that TMB, as well as other buildings built during the
1960's desperately need renovating and repair. "It's approxi
mately an 18-month project," says Thacker. "We'll be finished
around December of 1999."
The building needs a new roof system, new thermo-seal
windows, and a new lighting system. Bathrooms must also come
up to code, as well as the elevator. Slight inconveniences occurred
due to the construction going on, so "we decided to make some
short period parking for students to go in and conduct business"
said Thacker. He hopes this will make the situation more
convenient for students than it would be otherwise.
--Phil Attinger/Chaniticleer

The TMB "is approxi
mately an 18-month
project," says Thacker.
"We'll be finished
around December of
1999."
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The long awaited food court opened this
year, bringing in several franchises. These
include Chick-Fil-A, Starbuck's, Big Apple
Bagel's, and a Taco Bell. Don Thacker, Vice
President of Administrative and Business
affairs says of the newly opened restau
rants, " These are franchises, and if the
students (continue) to use them, they will
stay. In contrast, if the students do not use
them, they won't stay, so the students will
have to come and eat, and eat often. These
franchises will also change out every four to
five years, as trends and marketschange.
The Board of Trustees offered students
$0.50 per credit hour to purchase items at
the bookstore or for campus dining. Other
services will eventually be available to
students as a way of bringing more conve
nience to campus services. For example,
Thacker says that at least four locations on
campus will allow students to put money,
onto their ID's, just as if they were using the
change machine.They would then be able to
use their ID's to purchase snacks and cokes,
use copy machines, and use the washing
machines in the dorms. Marriot will also
allow students to place credit on their ID's to
purchase food at Jack Hopper Dining Hall,
and ID's have long been useful at the
bookstore for redeeming a book scholarship.
"We've been trying to make the business
transactions for the student more conve
nient," says Thacker. "We've been trying to
help our studnets move to the 21st Century
in financial achievement."
--Phil Attinger/Editor
The Chanticleer

Everyone came out to celebrate
the opening of the long-awaited
additions to the food court.

Above: Dr. McGee, Dr. Smith,
and others get a taste of the fa
mous Chick-Fil-A chicken sand
wich on opening day. Chick-Fil-A
is known for their ability to make
tasty food that is extremely low in
fat.

New Food Court Opens to
Warm Welcome
The new food court offers students a variety of choices, conve
nience, and even free food. Who could ask for more?

Top Left: Chick-Fil-A’s icon,
famous for his outspoken
beliefs, made his appearance as
well at the opening of the food
court.

Above: Dr. Smith, Dr. McGee,
and SGA President Ryan
Kruzinski cut the ribbon at the
opening day celebration for the
food court.

Left: The new food court at
lunch time. The line is always
long, but the food is worth the
wait.

New Editions Come to
■ Our Menu ■

Above: A new Burger King
was constructed down the road
from the older one. This was
the first in a long string of
constructions that Jacksonville
is presently seeing.

Right: Sonic's construction
brought happiness to many of
the students at JSU, as well as
gave them another place to
hang out. The atmosphere at
Sonic is very friendly and
relaxed—perfect for a quick
lunch break between classes.

Right: A new Grub Mart is
currently under construction.The
convenience store will offer a
variety of items-TCBY yogurt,
car washes, and even beer kegs.

With all of the new constructions coming to Jacksonville, students have a wide vari
ety of choices to choose from. Will this decrease the business of the older patron
stores of the community? We will have to wait and see the answer next year.

More Fast Food Headed
for Jacksonville
A number of new fast food restaurants and a convenience store have
opened recently, or are in the process of opening in Jacksonville. As a
result, people will have a wider array of choices for food and services,
as well as more opportunities for employment.
The largest of these to open was a Sonic, at the intersection of
Highway 21 and Whites Gap Road. The franchise's manager. Britt
Coleman, says that the Jacksonville Sonic employs between 65 and 70
people. Coleman says the type of people that are employed at Sonic can
be described as "energetic, smiling faces." As a result, the service and
atmosphere at Sonic are cheerful and welcoming.
A Grub Mart was scheduled to open on the southeast comer of
Highway 2 1 and Mountain Avenue in May, but the construction has
been delayed. It should be completed by the end of the summer terms.
It will be much more than a convenience store. In addition to having
an Amoco gas station, it will house a TCBY yogurt store, a soft-touch
car wash and a Stewart’s Cleaners and Tuxedo Rental. Stewart's will
offer drive-thru service. The convenience store will offer a variety of
items and include beer kegs. According to Brian Young of Grub Mart,
the complex will have between 15 and 20 employees. The only
position filled at the moment is the manager's position.
Another new opening includes a Church's Fried Chicken. The
Church's Fried Chicken opened at the site of the old Burger King on
Highway 21 across from Food Outlet and Allsop's Tire Service. There
was also a new Burker King constructed down the road from the older
one. which has provided very high quality, and quick service during
lunch hour. The last to open so far is Rogelio's. a 24-hour, 100%
authentic Mexican food restaurant. One potential patron restaurant,
Kentucky Fried Chicken, will hopefully be coming soon.Kentucky
Fried Chicken has not yet applied to the Jacksonville Zoning Commis
sion. which must approve the building of a new restaurant. These
franchises typically employ about 25 workers.
By Eric L.Adler
Staff Writer/Chanticleer

Top Left: Rogelio’s, the most re
cently opened restaurant in Jack
sonville. They are known for their
quick, 24-hour service. They cur
rently do not have eat-in facilities,
but look to that construction within
the next couple of months.
Bottom Left: Another new addi
tion to Jacksonville—Church’s—
provides extremely friendly ser
vice, and an enormous number of
choices. Another plus-their prices
are very low, and the quality of the
food is outstanding.
Left: Retro Club and Cafeteria
was one of the first new additions
to the community. It has provided
students with a source of enter
tainment, as well as a continuous
flow of current bands.

All the World's a Stage
One of Jacksonville State University's most popular spring events is Kaleidoscope—so
it is only fitting the one of the 20th century's most popular plays was put on during
this celebration of the arts.

Above: Amber Cox and Jason
Bozeman, as Annie Oakley and
Frank Butler, ham it up in a
major production number.

Right: Oakley (Cox) and Butler
(Bozeman) share a tender
moment.

"Annie Oakley" Shoots
Up JSU
There's no business like show business—and
the cast of
"Annie Get Your Gun" agree.
The JSU Drama department's presentation of
one of the 20th century's most popular play,
"Annie Get Your Gun," opened at the Ernest
Stone Performing Arts Center and was a huge
success.
The musical comedy is about the sharpshooter
Annie Oakley and her courtship with the travel
ing showman Frank Butler. The play features
music written by the world famous American
composer Irving Berlin including the songs
"There's No Business Like Show Business," and
"I Want An Old-Fashioned Wedding."
The vocal conductor and choreographer was Jane
Holloway, while the music that accompanied the
singing and dancing was overseen by Drama
Professor Wayne Claeren, who brought every
one who brought everyone together nicely in
order to put on a great performance.
"It is hard work, but fun work, so it doesn't seem
like work," Claeren admits. "The cast is having a
great time singing and dancing."
The play takes place in the late 19th century and
begins when Frank Butler (Jason Bozeman—a.k.a.
"Bozeman on the Air" from WLJS-92J) is chal
lenged to a shooting contest by the local prodigy,
Annie Oakley (Amber Cox). Butler is the sure
shot ladies man, while Oakley is the backwoods
eagle eye who "can shoot the wart off of a grandpa's
nose" and "most of the time doesn't take aim."
Oakley is persuaded to join Pawnee Bill's travel
ing band of marksmen by the weasely business
man, Charlie Davenport (John W. Dodson).
"I never expected in a million years to get the lead
role. I just wanted to wear a costume. But I am
thrilled to death!" exclaimed Amber Cox. She

didn't receive a very exciting costume, a woodsy
plaid dress, but she is a beautiful lady whose
talent is apparent in the lead role. Bozeman has
acting skills himself, and an exceptional voice.
He and Cox worked well together in the lead
roles, and did a great job on duets. Amber's sister
Casey did a great job of acting in the role of Dolly
Tate, the character you want to hate. Dodson is
very animated and humorous in his role as well
as Cris Morriss, who plays Annie's brother. The
entire cast of over forty came together to put on
a must-see performance.
"This is the biggest cast in years," says Bozeman.
"I think it's gonna come together really well, and
I hope it entertains a lot of people. If you have a
date, (people) should bring them to see this play.
Not many people can say they do that. It's live,
and you get to see the fruits of what the college is
doing for people."
Casey Cox's reason for students seeing a play is
one th at just about everyone affiliated with JSU
will agree. "You get to see a lot of talented
people. People that you see in classes everyday
and then you say, "Whoa! They are on stage!"
Other cast member include David Down,
Gadsden, as Pawnee Bill; Joshua O'Bryant,
Lafayette, GA, as Chief Sitting Bull; Brian Dixon,
Marietta, GA, as Wild Horse; Amber Moody,
Decatur, as Indian Girl; and Cris Morriss,
Homewood, as Little Jake.
Foster Wilson was played by Danny Brown of
Jacksonville; Cody Goss, Piedmont, played the
parts of Boy and Waiter; John McDonald,
Blountsville, played Roustabout. Jarrod Simons
of New Market, Jeremy West of Hokes Bluff, and
Dwight Miller from Las Vegas played the cow
boys.
—Brian Lazenby/JSU News Bureau
and Christopher Lauer/ The Abstract

Ending World Hunger
Who would have ever thought that by recording the reaction--the
screams--of plants, the problem of world hunger could be solved? One
JSU professor has found the answer.

Chuck Olander sits in a lab at Jacksonville State University, surrounded by tomato plants. He
flicks his cigarette lighter, and holds the flame under one of the leaves. The leaf shrivels, begins
to turn black. Olanderwatches the waves dance on a screen. Olander flips switches, recording the
waves.
In effect, the tomato plant feels the heat of the cigarette lighter— and screams. The waves on the
screen say that the plant is feeling the heat, and reacting to it.
But the plant has another reaction too. As it is wounded, the plant exudes a proteinase inhibitor,
a substance on its other leaves.
If there is a bug chewing away, it tastes the substance and in effect, goes “Patooey.” Then the bug
flies off to another plant.
It is this “Patooey!” —the bug’s distaste for the plant after it has been wounded, that interests
Olander.
If he can create a tomato plant— or a wheat plant, or a rice plant— that creates its own insecticide,
or a substance that discourages bugs from eating its leaves, this might have a profound effect on
the problem of world hunger.
Olander is a zoologist— an animal expert— who is studying tomato plants. Why the switch? “I
just like doing it,” he says. “Many research scientists are determined to make their research hard
work. It’s like a hobby to me. I’m just having fun.”
The son of a Navy chaplain, Olander grew up a military brat, learned four languages, and got
his Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska.
Tenure has given Olander a certain amount of freedom. He seems determined to tell the truth,
whether it hurts or not. He says he took zoology because he could get his degree in a shorter time.
He married the thesis typist at the University of Nebraska, then got a divorce and fled for his life,
with his divorced wife chasing him from one school to another. He says he then married a student,
which is taboo in some academic circles.
He wears a scraggly four-inch beard and wears blue jeans and athletic shoes, and when he wears
a tie, which is not often, small fish cavort across his chest. As long as he does good work, gives
the students their money’s worth— and has tenure— nobody can touch him.
He remembers taking his son to a Nebraska football game in Lincoln, and running into a fellow
researcher who was studying sunflower plants.
He had a piece of advice which changed Olander’s life, like the man at the pool who gave Dustin
Hoffman a one-word admonition (“Plastics!”) in “The Graduate.”
The Nebraska researcher’s advice to Olander: “Tomato plants!”
--C larke Stallworth

Kathryn Tucker Windham

"She speaks to anyone
who has a love for the
South and for people.
She represents all that
is decent and tells of
the mysteries of life"
— Dr. Harvey Jackson
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If Alabama were to name its
most treasured storytellers of all
time, among them wouldbe famed
Selma author Kathryn Tucker
Windham, who told ghost stories
before a large audience on campus.
For the past 35 years,
Windham has been collecting
ghost stories throughout the
south and compiling them into
books. In celebration of the Hal
loween holiday, Windham spoke
at JSU's Houston Cole Library
on October 27.
Windham was greeted by a
massive crowd of fans of all ages,
anxiously awaiting her arrival.
Dr. Harvey Jackson,
JSU History Department
Head--an old friend and cousinin-law of Windham's—intro
duced her. "She speaks to any
one who has a love for the South

and for people," says Jackson. "She represents all that is
decent and tells of the mys
teries of life."
As Windham began to
speak, her charm immediately
took the audience captive.
Children gathered at her feet,
sitting Indian-style, listening
attentively, their eyes wide as
they took in her every word.
Around the neck of the 80year-old was a pendant of
Jeffrey, the friendly ghost she
shares her home with. "The
nice thing about ghost stories is
you don't have to believe in
ghosts to enjoy them. But a
really good story will make you
wonder if it really happened."
—Buffy Smith
JSU News Bureau

“Molly and Her Dog”

Spins Her Tales
i
“Years ago in the city of Florence, close to what
is now the University of North Alabama, there was
once a bookstore. The owner of the bookstore had
a beautiful daughter named Molly. Now Molly was
all that you could ever want in a little girl. She was
bright, kind, thoughtful, pleasant, and she had
lovely, curly blonde hair and blue eyes. One day, a
customer of the bookstore brought in a brown boxinside was a gift for Molly. The child opened the
package and inside was a fluffy puppy. The girl and
the dog loved each other and they soon became
inseparable companions.
The dog slept by the foot of her bed every night.
Well, one hot summer day, Molly was outside
playing with her dog and it attacked her. Her
mother rushed to console her and the dog disap
peared. Molly soon became very ill. No one real
ized that the dog had rabies until it was too lateMolly died shortly afterwards. Her parents sold the
house and years passed. It was eventually bought
by a UNA fraternity, who decided to renovate St
and this stirred up the spirit of Molly. The fraternity
members soon began to hear unexplainable noises
in the house. They would hear a dog barking up-

stairs-but when they rushed upstairs to find it, the
noise stopped. At night they were awakened by the
sound of a crying child, but though they searched
the house, they couldn’t find the child. About three
weeks passed and it was time for homecoming.
During the homecoming parade the queen and her
court sat on the roof of the fraternity house and
watched the event. When it was time to come
down, one young woman noticed a little girl,
dressed in old clothes, with a dog. They thought
she had been in the parade, though they couldn’t
remember seeing her, so they went downstairs to
see if they could help her find her parents. The child
had disappeared. They went around searching for
the little girl and an elderly neighbor told them she
was a perfect description of Molly. During the sum
mer, the fraternity hired a man to keep up the
house while they were gone. One day, he saw a
little girl standing in the front yard, dressed in old
clothes, with a dog. When he asked her if she was
lost, the little girl looked at him and said,”No sir, I’m
not lost, I live here.” And she walked up the steps of
the porch and through the bolted doors of the
house. No one has ever heard from Molly again.”

"They thought she had
been in the parade,
though they couldn't
remember seeing her
...they went to see if
they could find her
parents...and the child
had disappeared."
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International Week Celebrates
Around the

Above: Donnell Humes cut a rag
with one of the fair ladies at Latin
Night. All of the International
women grabbed the show when
they danced to a song by Som Brasil
later on that night.

Right: Many of the students from other
countries have made friends with the
local students on campus, but they have
also got to know people from other
ethnicities, as well. Here the students
talk happily with fellow displayers at the
Heritage Exposition that was put on at
the Roundhouse during International
Week this year.

Countries from
World

Latin Night "es perfecto!"

Food aromas Filled (he air, and Salsa and Meringue music filled the night.
The International House hosted its annual Latin Night. Stephanie
Mathews, assistant director of the International House, says she worked on
the project for a month to make sure the audience had a good time while
eating good food.
Volunteers cooked tacos, miniwraps, tortillas chips, and burritos for
dinner, and sugared fruit and brownies for dessert. After the crowd ate, the
International students entertained them.
Patricia Punin, a native from Ecuador, came out in her cultural dress and
explained what each garment meant in her culture. Sneiana Lakcevic
(Snes-nee-uhh Lack-o-vitch) from Montenegro (Serbia) played a song on
the piano with a tribute to Latin American music. Like artists such as
Dizzy Gillespie or Jimi Hendrix, Lakcevic doesn’t need to read the notes to
play.
All of the International women grabbed the show when they danced to a
song by Som Brasil. Patricia Punin, joined by Jonna Sunnaborg and Ashley
Leakey, then led a dance group to Gloria Estefan's music, entertaining the
crowd with the Cuban beat.
Later in the celebration, a pinata was lowered for any guest who felt they
could knock it down. The First person to have a try was the young Max
Zeller. Student Dirk Echols tried and came within inches of hitting the
grand piano Lakcevic played on earlier.
Ending the ceremony, the international students got on the steps and sang
a song accompanied by Lakcevic.
The night had ended for some, but later, the International House students
held a free concert in the Leone Cole Auditorium, featuring local band 30
Watt Soul.

By Alan Bradford
Staff Writer/Chanticleer

Left: A pinata was hung to give the
students a chance to show off their tal
ents at Latin Night. One student came
within a few inches of hitting the grand
piano played on earlier in the night.

Left: At the Heritage Exposition, stu
dents displayed different articles of cloth
ing and books about their home coun
tries.

-Black History Month
T h e T h e m e for this y e a r 's celeb ratio n w a s " L e g a c y o f A frican A m e rica n
L e a d e rsh ip for P re se n t an d F u tu re "

Above: Dr. David W atts, Rev.
Emanuel Foster, and Dr.
Rebecca Turner are enjoying
som e of the great food offered
at the Soul Food Dinner
Theater.

Right: Vicki Tram mell and
Kim W right heap their plates
full of the food that was
offered at the dinner. Som e of
the foods that the menu
included are fried chicken,
candied yam s, collard greens,
and apple cobbler.

Right: AOΠ s Jessica Henry,
Deidra Tidw ell, Rebekah
Adams, and Andrea Martin
pose for a quick picture
during their meal at the Soul
Food Dinner Theater.

What would have happened if civil rights leaders Malcom X and Martin Luther
King, Jr., would have had a chance to meet before they were assassinated? The play
entitled "The Meeting", performed at the dinner, answers this question.

Above: The nationally-known JSU
Gospel Choir participated in the Soul
Food Dinner Theater. The group has be
come well-known not only at JSU for
their energetic and highly inspirational
music, but has also been broadcast on
BET and perform ed at W alt Disney
World.

Left: Lonita W alker, Kawana Jones,
Monique Carlisle, Monique Romer, and
Desiree Romer all enjoyed the celebra
tions that went on in honor of Black
History Month.

Comedian T.P. HEARNS Fills JSU
Students with Laughter
Right: T.P. Hearns's
expressive nature
serves him well as a
com edian. He knows
how to bring people
into and make light of
a situation.

Below: Amateur
com edians were given
the chance to prove
them selves at the end
of the T.P. Hearn
show. The winner
received S50 and a tshirt.

T.P. Hearns Brings “Def
Comedy Jam" Humor to JSU

Below: The ladies
who attended the
show, as well as the
men, enjoyed
H earns's friendly
nature.

Below right: Many of
the spectators were
anxious to meet T.P.
Hearns after the show
was over. He is seen
here signing auto
graphs for som e of his
fans.

Comedian T.P. Hearn's volume and energy raised the roof of Leone Cole Auditorium. The
show was one of JSU 's Black History Month activities and also part of SGA's Comedy Series.
Nyang Njie, a graduate assistant at the Office of Multicultural Services, said he was pleased
with the strong interest and turnout. “We were expecting about 500 and we ended up having
about 650 or 670. We expected more people from the community, but we got a good turnout from
the campus. It was very diverse."
Hearn's performance lived up to high expectations. His jokes covered a wide range of subjects
and people including the presidential impeachment. Michael Jackson and the Colin Ferguson
subway shooting. He also performed impersonations of celebrities and characters from movies
like “Forrest Gump." Hearn expressed tongue-in-cheek reserve after particularly bawdy jokes,
quipping, “I'll be on the front page of the "Jacksonville News."'
He maintained an electric level of energy throughout the performance, highlighting his jokes
with sudden outbursts and gestures. He even jazzed things up by including parodies of popular
songs and adding comments like, “What are they making? This is not music!”
Erick Rheam said he was at the performance because. “I haven't seen a comedy show in a
while. He’s been on B.E.T. (Black Entertainment Television) and (HBO’s) ‘Def Comedy Jam.’
He's pretty good.” Most students who attended the show had seen T.P. Hearn on television or
heard about the performance through word of mouth or flyers. Ayanda Estelle once saw Hearn
perform live at Alabama A&M and came to see him again.
The audience was lively and full of laughter throughout the show, and everyone leaving the
performance had positive comments. A junior from New Orleans who identified himself as “Polo
Who U Luv“ said that the show was "the best thing I’ve seen on this campus since I’ve been
here.”
"He kept everybody happy, smiling and laughing." said Jay Armstrong. Armstrong added that
the only thing that could have improved the performance would have been “ ‘booty-shake' dancers
to please the crowd."
Hearn has performed on college campuses since 1996. but also performs in clubs across the
country. He explained the difference between campus comedy and club comedy by saying that
audiences on campuses are "laughing from genuine honesty" rather than the usual presence of
alcohol at clubs. “Language-wise." he says, “my routine is still wide-open" when he performs at
colleges.
Hearn, a native of Indianapolis, came to Jacksonville through the Black Comedy Tour, an
organization that brings black comedians to campuses. It was his first time in Jacksonville, and
he got to know JSU students by attending an after-show party. “I had a wonderful time here,"
said Hearn. “I look forward to coming back.”
Immediately following Hearn's show, host Brian Dennis of the Black Comedy Tour gave
students the opportunity to take the stage with their own brands of comedy. Amateur comedians
faced off against each other using jokes or one-liners. The audience voted Nicholas “Black
Mike" Norman, a junior from Birmingham, the best of these performers. He received $50 and a
T-shirt.
--Eric Adler/Chanticleer

The Jacksonville State Drama departm ent kicked off its new season with the aw ard
winning "Picn ic" by W illiam Inge. Set in a small town, the action takes place in the
adjoining backyards of two middle-aged women, both abandoned by their husbands.
Helen Potts is responsible for caring for an invalid mother, while Flow Owens is busy
raising two daughters entering womanhood and helping the old school teacher whom is
her boarder.
Into the town swaggers a young vagabond named Hal Carter, who quickly incited the
desires and em otions of these women.
"P icn ic" has been awarded the Pulitzer Prize and Critics C ircle Award.
—Caryn Pearson/JSU News Bureau

Right: Hal Carter
(Shawn Dodge), is shown
using his "animal
m agnetism " with Madge
Owens (Laura Ann
Martin).

Below: Stephano, the King's
chief stew ard, is portrayed by
Jerem y West, while the spirits
surround him.

Right: M iranda, the daughter
of the magician Prospero, is
portrayed by Jessica Duke. Her
father has attempted to make
her and the son of the King of
N aples' fall in love, thereby
reconciling the political split
between Milan and Naples.

THE TEMPEST
ake an enchanted island, a magician named Prospero who was the former Duke of Milan, his
daughter Miranda, and the only occupant of the island, Caliban, the motherless cub of the
wicked witch Sycorax, and you have all the makings of another enchanting work by the
Immortal Bard—Shakespeare. Prospero uses all of his magic to control the elements that are causing
him problems. He uses his powers in order to capture the enemies who exiled him. He also attempts
to get his daughter and the king of Naples' son to fall in love, thereby reconciling the political spirit
between Milan and Naples, and lastly to regain his dukedom.

T

JSU Drama Gets A Pat on the Back
The Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences has the Oscars. Jacksonville State University's
Drama Departm ent has the Alphies, sponsored by the Alpha Psi Omega honor fraternity. This semiform al/form al award cerem ony happens every year. The Drama departm ent professors select the
award w inners in all aspects of theatre, everything from acting to the stage design.
Held at Stone Center, this cerem ony includes a night of award presentations, with entertainm ent
provided by the students on the main stage. Food and dance followed the awards in the Black Box
Studio Theatre. Those attending wore not only formal attire, but also wore costum es or masks. Some
of the awards and winners include:
Best Actor (non-m usical)--D oug M illington
Best Actress (non-m usical)--Elizabeth Chandler
Best Supporting Actor (non-m usical)--tie between
Tim Prestige and Jerem y West
Best Supporting Actress (non-m usical)—tie between
Kim Kuykendall and Jessica Duke
Best Actor (in a m usical)—Jason Bozeman
Best Actress (in a m usical)—Amber Cox
Best Supporting Actor (in a m usical)—John Dodson
Best Supporting Actress (in a m usical)—Casey Cox
Best Stage M anager—Kriste Sheppard
Kriste Sheppard also received the Blue and Gold Award, presented by Dr. W ayne H. Claeren. This
award is given to som eone who exem plifies the attitude of the Alpha Psi Omega and the Drama
departm ent, as well as som eone who puts a great deal of effort into the department.
—Stephen Davis and Casey Cos/
Chanticleer

Right: Jerem y W est, here seen
portraying Stephano, the
K ing's chief steward in
Shakespeare's, "The Tem pest".
West tied with Tim Prestrige
for Best Supporting Actor in a
non-m usical play.

Left: Josh O 'Bryant is
portraying Caliban, a savage
and deformed slave in "The
Tem pest".

Left: Som e of the cast in the
highly-acclaim ed production
of, "A nnie G et Your G un".
Many o f the characters in this
play received rewards, such as
John Dodson, Tim Prestige,
Jason Bozeman, Amber Moody
Jerem y W est, and several
others.

A GUEST IN THE
HOUSE
"A Guest in the House" is a dark and comedic thriller by Hagar Wilde and
Dale Eunson. This play was directed by Susan McCain. The play tells the
story of the Proctor family. Mr. Proctor is an illustrator who has been working
successfully with a pretty but wise-cracking model.
Mrs. Proctor is a stay-at-home mother, and their daughter is a healthy
youngster who adds to their enjoyment of life. But then there's Evelyn, Mrs.
Proctor's cousin who suffers from a heart ailment. She is not the nice young
woman that she seems: she is selfish, conniving, and cruel.
Evelyn wreaks havoc on the Proctor's lives by causing the model to quit,
turning the young daughter into a hypochondriac, and causing a rift between
Mr. and Mrs. Proctor.
--JSU News Wire

Below: Evelyn Heath (N icole
Sprayberry) and Douglas Proctor
(Brian Dixon). Evelyn uses her
beguiling ways to turn her fam ily's
lives upside down.

Below: Lee Proctor (Kristal Long)
portrays the daughter who, under
her Aunt Evelyn's guidance, be
comes a hypochondriac.

Below Right: Evelyn Heath (Nicole
Sprayberry) and Rev. Doctor
Shaw (John Dodson) talk-Evelyn
confesses a disgraceful story about
Mr. Proctor to the Reverand to
prevent being sent away.

Mustard Seed
Right: Hank, (Stephen W illiam s), the
idol of the folks of Mustard Seed. He
is thought to be the reincarnation of
the long-dead Hank Yarnell.

The Characters in Mustard Seed are
Longing for a Change
The author of "M us
tard Seed ," Kenneth
H eaton ,
w as
the
recipient of the 1998
Southern Playwrights
Competition. This play
is based on Heaton's
real-life experience in
trying to locate his bio
logical father. The char
acters in the play main
tains the air of despera
tion that Heaton must
have felt in his real-life
drama.
"M ustard Seed" is
the story of four people
looking for a change
from their empty lives
in a tired, broken-down
tavern in east Texas.
They place all of their
h o p es, fe a rs, and
d ream s in to H ank
Yarnell, a country

music star who died
nearly a half-century
e a rlie r.
A silv e rtongues newcomer is
b elie v ed to be H ank
reincarnate. Alice
Whitherwood, the hip,
young reporter, sets out
to discover the truth.
"Mustard Seed" is a
fresh, new play with
original music, such as,
"L o v e of My L ife ,"
"R ide Stallion Ride,"
and "Darkside of the
Sun".
This is a story about
the human heart, as it
searches for love and
h o p e—and
fin d in g
these in unexpected
ways.
—Brian Lazenby/
JSU News Bureau

Left: The Band includes Scott Merrill,
Allsion Merril, Buddy Wright, and Matt
Angel. Also present far right is Hank
(Stephen Williams).

Working Towards Perfection
O r sim p ly w o rk in g a t h a v in g a g o o d tim e, th ere a re m a n y o p p o rtu n itie s
offered to th e stu d e n ts a t JSU . S tep h en so n G y m is a g re a t p la ce to g e t in a
little e x e rcise a n d fun a t th e sa m e tim e.

Right: The machines in
the weight room at
Stephenson provide a type
of resistance that strength
ens and tones the muscles,
w hile burning fat and
calories.

Below Left: Racquetball is
one of the most strenuous
and dem anding sports-and also very dangerous
to the uncoordinated. It
is, however, a good sport
because it can be played
alone or with a friend.
Below Right: Having fun
on campus, while maybe
getting a little bit of
exercise, is also a favorite
of the students. Ping
pong is a way to loosen up
and spend tim e with
friends.
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Left: Though there is a time
limit on the exercise machines
if another person is waiting,
the alloted time is usually
long enough to reach the
height of your cardiovascu
lar cycle.

Stephenson Gym is a great
place to spend some of
that down time you may
have before, between, and
after classes. The gym is
conveniently located on
campus next to the Theron
Montgomery Building
(TMB). Students may use
the facility for free, but
are required to present
their student identifica
tion card upon entrance
into the gym.
Stephenson has a large
gymnasium with multiple
basketball goals and vol
leyball capabilities. It is
also equipped witha nice
work-out room contain
ing various exercise ma
chines. The building also

Below: Step aerobics is a great
way to get rock-hard thighs
and derrier. For the begin
ner, thirty minutes is usually
long enough. However, with
practice, the full hour-long
class is necessary for the op
timum fitness level.

contains several racquetball courts.
For those of you who
aren't looking for an in
tense work-out all the
time, Stephenson also
makes a good social stop
with it's own pool hall
and
ping
pong
tables.Hours of opera
tion are different for the
summer semesters and
for the longer Fall and
Spring semesters. The
gym is open during the
evening of the longer
semesters with the aero
bics classes that are of
fered. These are also
provided to the students
free of charge.
-D ave Sharp/The Abstract

Stephenson Gymnasium: Your OneStop Exercise Mecca at ]SU

Academics
Jacksonville State University-where we live,
love and learn-our school with its picturesque
campus set among the hills. When years have
passed and we must rely on our memories to
revisit her, what will come to your mind? A por
trait of Bibb Graves with its sunglinted win
dows when the dogwoods are blooming. Yet,
buildings would just be buildings without the
warmth of friendship that encircles those of Jax
State. Achieving our goals and studying vigor
ously to reach our best potential, this could not
be possible without the support of our family,
friends and most importantly the faculty at JSU.
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Division 69

Leading JSU to a Bright Future

President Harold McGee and Future President Bill Meehan (Above)
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Farewell to Dr. Harold McGee
On April 14,1999—JSU President Dr. Harold J. McGee was the featured speaker at the Universi
ties May 1 commencement, which was held at Pete Mathews Coliseum. Since McGee is retiring on
June 30, this was his last graduation held during his
administration. "The very best part of my job, the thing I
really enjoy the most, is graduations. These are wonder
ful occasions," McGee said in an interview for the
alumni magazine. "We are talking full gymnasium,
when every student brings with him 15 to 20 people.
There are a lot of first-generation college graduates. Our
commencements are not like eastern commencements
where they pop champagne corks and talk to each other
but don't pay attention to the commencement. Here, you
can go to one where the graduates and families really
appreciate this time in their lives. It's a real warm, fuzzy
experience. Our commencement speakers tell us that,
most commencement speakers are not anxious to speak,
but when they get here, they feel the warmth of the occa
sion."
McGee was appointed as the tenth President of JSU on
July 1 , 1986. Under McGee's leadership the University
has undertaken major initiatives in planning, assessment
of institutional effectiveness, capital development and
university advancement. The University's enrollment has increased by 30%, over $50 million in
capital improvements have been completed, the assets of the JSU Foundation have increased,
scholarship resources have tripled from less than 1 million to over 18 million dollars. McGee
placed emphasis on improving the quality of student life, computer resources and networks, em
ployee and student health, the University Library, public service activities and housing and food
service have been upgraded, campus facilities have been computerized and renovated. McGee
received and his B.S. from Old Dominion University, where he majored in Education and History.
He received his Master's and Doctoral degrees in Counseling from the University of Virginia. Be
fore coning to Jacksonville State University, he served in several administrative positions at James
Madison University, where he worked for 11 years. McGee was born in Portsmouth, Virginia.
McGee currently resides in Jacksonville with his wife, Gayle, and their youngest son Andrew.
Their three older children, Jay, Margaret and Matthew, live in Virginia.-Buffy Smith
Thank you Dr. McGee for your loyalty and service to JSU.
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Dr.Meehan and Dr. McGee break ground to better the future of JSU,
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Beyond the Tower
Community is the focus of Meehan'sVision
“We can’t just be an ivory tower behind the border of the
campus. We have to reach out to our community and let
them know that higher education is here for the people of
Alabama. — Bill Meehan, upon his appointment as the 11th
president of Jacksonville State University, April 19, 1999.
Early in his candidacy for the presidency of Jacksonville State
University, Bill Meehan said that leadership is not just making
sure things are done right, it is
making sure that the right things are
done.
Tomorrow, Meehan will put that
statement to the test as he succeeds
Dr. Harold McGee, who is retiring
after 13 years as head of the “Friend
liest Campus in the South.”
Since his appointment by the board
of trustees on April 19, Meehan
admits that life has changed some
what for his family. In addition to
his own efforts toward completing
his doctorate this summer as op
posed to December as originally
planned, the Meehans are adjusting
to a full calendar and the balancing
act that accompanies being the
university’s first family. But by
looking at his children— Will, Drew
and Carol Grace— Meehan is
reminded of his commitment to the
job ahead and a vision that will see
JSU into the new century— the
century in which his children will
grow, learn and work. “The vision I
have is a new community for the
next century, an institution that
reaches out to its community,” Meehan reiterated last week as he
spent his final Thursday as JSU ’s Acting Vice President for Institu
tional Advancement. “We’re already doing a good bit of that at
JSU with distance learning and those types of things. But, we need
a community that works together with other colleges, universities
and community colleges, because that is where a large part of our
students are going to come from. “ According to Meehan, the
Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education has projected
that by the year 2007, Alabama growth for 18 year olds is only
going to be one percent, while Georgia is going to grow by 24
percent. Although the number of incoming students is not expected
to rise much in our state, Meehan insists that JSU will need to tap
into those resources that are just across the border.

Furthermore, Meehan believes that students who are
coming from two year schools looking to complete a four
year program will be another growing market. For that, it
is imperative that JSU establish good working relation
ships with other two and four year institutions, and learn
to market itself. “We need to position the university, we
need to take a look at our environment and the type of
students we want to attract
to the university and find
ways to reach out to them
and communicate with
them,” he explains. “We
also need to let the public
know about that, because
about 38 percent of the
funds for this university
are from the taxpayer’s
appropriations. We need
to show the public that
we’re being good stewards
of those funds, and that
we’re working together
with other public institu
tions, not competing with
them to provide higher
education services.”
Meehan says that while
JSU will seek out students,
the university also needs
to work with other educa
tional institutions to make
sure that programs aren’t
duplicated, and that there
is a seamless learning
program for students from
pre-kindergarten all the way up to graduate
programs.“We need that in Alabama,” he says.
What kind of JSU can we expect for Will, Drew and
Carol Grace’s generation? That, too, is part of Meehan’s
vision. “I believe universities are going to become much
more open in terms of breaking down the barriers of time
and distance. I believe in the things that we’ve done in
distance education, providing our compressed video
option, and our courses by cassette.” “Is it going to take
away the total, traditional classroom with the teacher in
front of it? No, that’s still gonna be there. ( Continued
next p a g e)
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It's always gonna be there because there are some people who just won’t be
able to have the discipline to learn in any other way. That's one option.
These others are options for people who can't get to the campus to do those
things. There’s a variety of ways to offer instruction.By breaking down
those barriers. Meehan adds, universities like JSU can be more in touch
with another community— the one in which they reside.
“Colleges cannot be communities isolated from the community in which
they serve. They have to be active in the community, they have to be
visible, their services have to be tied to where the community is going.
You have to really look at what the university has to offer, much like a
utility. Like electricity and gas. education is a utility that is necessary for
the labor force today. Jacksonville State University's mission, as is clearly
stated in our catalog, says that we provide quality education in traditional
academic programs, merging them with career-oriented programs. That
means we want to help our future graduates get jobs, so they can work to
improve the economy. So. economic development is very important to us.
too. “We can't just sit here on this hill inside this university and say.
'Okay, we're producing these graduates,' without realizing what we're
doing and what we're contributing."
Speaking in terms of specific goals, Meehan says he wants to see that
traditional education programs remain strong. In addition, he hopes that
new programs, such as the university's partnership to offer graduate
courses in nursing and defense preparedness partnerships with the
Department of Justice, will continue to develop. Immediately, the issues of
future funding and preparation for the university's reaccreditation by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools will be foremost on the new
president's mind.
JSU is scheduled to conduct its self-study in 2003.

By Angie Ayers Finley
News Staff Writer
06- 29-1999

President Bill Meehan got a big surprise when he arrived at Bibb
Graves at his new post. Bill
and his wife Beth and daughter Carol Grace were welcomed by more than 150 well-wishers,
a band and ROTC honor guard. SGA had laid out a red carpet and balloons leading to his
new office.

The Meehans-Bill, Beth, and
children (from left) Will, Drew,
and Carol Grace.
Photographed by Anita Ford
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W. David Watts
Vice President of Academics and Student
Affairs

D r. W a tts earn e d h is BA d e g re e at the
U n iv e rsity o f T e x a s at A u stin and h is d o c 
to ra te at
the S ta te U n iv e rsity o f N ew Y o rk at B u f
fa lo . As a s o c io lo g is t he d e v e lo p e d an in 
te rn a tio n a l re p u ta tio n in su b s ta n c e a b u se
p re v e n tio n .
S in ce M ay 1993, D r. W atts h as b een V ice
P re sid e n t fo r A ca d e m ic and S tu d e n t A ffa irs
at Ja c k s o n v ille S ta te U n iv e rs ity . R e sp o n 
sib le fo r all a c a d e m ic p ro g ra m s, e n ro llm e n t
d u rin g h is te n u re h as in c re a se d by 5% .
D r. W atts is c o m m itted to a ssu rin g th at
JS U and n o rth e a st A lab am a grow to g e th e r.
He is a m em b er o f th e Ja c k s o n v ille E x 
ch a n g e C lu b and A n n isto n R o ta ry . H e is an
a lu m n u s o f th e 1995 L e a d e rsh ip C a lh o u n
C o u n ty
sp o n so re d by th e C a lh o u n C o u n ty C h a m 
b er o f C o m m erce . H e is p ast c h a ir o f the
Board
o f LC C . D r. W a tts, h is w ife D e n ise, and
th e ir tw o c h ild re n liv e in Ja c k s o n v ille .

Donald W. Thacker
Vice President for Administrative and Business Affairs

Mr. Thacker earned his BA at the University of
Alabama and his Master of Business Adminis
tration at The College of William and Mary in
Virginia. As Accounts Examiner for the State
of Alabama in the Department of Public Ac
counts his division was responsible for con
ducting and administering all county and
educational audits.
Since January 1997, Mr. Thacker has been Vice
President for Administrative and Business
Affairs at Jacksonville State University. Mr.
Thacker is committed to assuring that JSU and
northeast Alabama grow together. He is a
member and Past-President of the Alabama
Association of College and University Business
Officers. He is a member of the Calhoun
County and Etowah County Chambers of
Commerce as well as current Division Chair
man of United Way of Calhoun County. He is
a former member of the Allocation Committee
of United Way of Calhoun County. Mr.
Thacker, his wife Lisa, and their youngest son
live in Glencoe.
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& Staff
Jerald Abercrombie
Twyla Abernathy
Trula Addison
James Allen
Adrian Aveni
Roquel Autrey

Alexandra Baird
Dee Barclift
Amy Batchelor
William Batchelor
Karen Bates
Susan Beard

Doris Bennett
Robert Benson
Mary Bevis
Andrew Bochat
Margaret Bogan
Patricia Borstorff

Robert Boyle
Janice Brim
Samuel Brown
Billy Burns
Willard Butterworth
Diana Cadwallader

Linda Cain
Peter Calcagno
Kathy Cambron
Cindy Camp
Gail Camp
Mark Camp
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Robert Campbell
Debra Carmack
Ralph Carmode
Pam Carothers
William Carr
Jacqueline Carter

Michael Carter
Jerry Chandler
Linda Chandler
Chi-Chin Chao
Mary Cheatwood
Mindy Cheyne

David Childress
Gail Childs
Wayne Claren
Frederick Clements
Richard Cobb
Nelson Coleman

Patsy Conway
David Copeland
Barry Cox
Ray Creel
Christopher Culver
Brad Cunningham

Deborah Curry
Alice Cusimano
Della Darby
Norman Dasinger
William Davis
Kenneth Day

Sherron DeWeese
Susan DiBiase
Lloyd Dobyns
Jeff Dodd
Stanley Easton
Ann Edwards

Robyn Eoff
Mark Fagan
James Fairleigh
William Fielding
Samual Fiol
Donnie Ford
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Guillermo Francia III
Linda Frazier
Jane Freeman
Mary Freier
Rodney Friery
Patsy Frost

Frank Fuller
Rickey Gaither
Faye Gamble
Maybell Gardner
Gary Gee
Jerry Gilbert

Amy Gilchrist
G. McKenzie Gillam
Debra Goodwin
John-Bauer Graham
Robert Graham
Parker Granger

Kay Gray
Lisa Green
Cynthia Grice
Margaret Griffin
Steven Guice
Dorchell Harris

Ronnie Harris
Rainer Haspel
Quinn Head
Mark Hearn
Beth Hembree
Arland Henning

David Holland
Daniel Hollis
Jane Holloway
Monika Hossain
Cynthia Howard
William Hubbard

Ronald Hunter
Marvin Jenkins
Marilyn Johnson
D ebby Jones
John Jones
Susan E. Jones
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Susan M. Jones
Karen Judge
David Keefer
Mary Keeling
Pamela Key
Franklin King

Nina King
Floyd Kirby
Jerry Kiser
Martha Knight
Nancy Knight
William Koehler

Sarah Latham
Martha Lavender
Janda Ledbetter
William Loftin
Steve Loucks
Stephen Lowe

Fien-Han Ma
Glenda Mangham
Michael Marker
Sonja McAbee
Hugh B. McCain, Jr.
Susan McCain

Cythia McCarty
Linda McCrelles
Pam McCrelles
Claudia McDade
Jim McIntyre
Judith McKibbin

Robbie Medders
John Merriman
Dan Meyer
John Milewicz
Daniel Miller
Martha Mitchell

Suzanne Muller
Deanna Murray
Karen Myers
Jimmy Nance
Paula Napoli
J. Gordan Nelson
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Karen Nemeth
Shelia Newell
Stephen Nowlin
Harry Nuttall
Marilyn Osborne
Kelly Osterbind

Lynetta Owens
Gene Padgham
Rachel Parker
Harold Patterson
Mary Jane Peters
Tracy Phillips

Randall Pierce
Ann Poe
Jodi Poe
James Powe
Ann Priddy
Deborah Primm

Molly Raisanen
James Rayburn
Jerry Reaves
Michael Reaves
Charlotte Reece
Jeanette Remer

Janis Rhodes
Brenda Roberts
James Roberts
Kelly Roberts
Glenn Roswal
Angela Sandberg

Danny Sanders
Ralph Savage
Terrance Schneider
Bill Scroggins
David Self
Pat Shaddix

Linda Shelton
Ann Smail
Audrey Smelley
Clarice Smith
Donna Smith
Edwin Smith
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Jerry D. Smith
Jerry L. Smith
Johnny Smith
Rita Smith
Robyn Snider
Sandra Stone

Sandra Sudduth
Edward Sullivan
Peter Symonds
Douglas Taylor
Rayford Taylor
Debra Thompson

Stephen Thomson
Patricia Tippett
George Trivoli
Rebecca Turner
Carol Uline
Patricia Upton

Victor Vallo
Karen VanCleque
LaRilda VanSandt
Sandra Walker
Carlton Ward
W. David Watts

Carol Welch
Janet White
Patricia White
Ronald White
George Whitesel
Mary Williams

Pearl Williams
Teresa Wilson
Kimberly Womack
Randal Wood
Barbara Yunker
Gary Yunker

Marsha Zenanko
Mike Zenanko
Dennis Zuelke
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M aking a Difference
and Leaving H er M ark
A music teacher, friend, minister’s wife, public relations and
recruitment tool, and community volunteer, all wrapped into one.
Jane Rice Holloway has been among the JSU faculty for seven
years, helping music students to become their best. Holloway has
taught aural skills, applied voice, theory, lyric theatre workshop,
and directed the JSU Show Choir ENCORE!
during her stay at Jacksonville State Univer
sity.
Holloway came to Jax State as a piano
major and says her piano teachers in Hunts
ville encouraged her to continue her educa
tion at JSU. The teachers “led me to think
about music as a career and what it would be
like to teach,” said Holloway, who studied
piano throughout junior and senior high
school.
She received a B.S. in Music Education
from Jacksonville State University in 1974
and went on to teach music in Kentucky for
two years. In 1979 she received her Master’s
from the University of Louisville.
Holloway has taught music for 22 years,
privately in her own home as well as in
private and public schools. She loves “teach
ing every age” and believes every student
“appreciates music if it’s approached in the
right way,” said Holloway, who also be
lieves “there are challenges with every age
group.”
“I love the innate innocence and accep
tance of elementary children but I love the
intelligent way that most college students
approach music learning, and I love the fun
of teaching high school,” said Holloway. “I think with a teacher
of any age, if you can try to make it fun they’ll ( the students) catch
on.
Holloway enjoys watching her students become motivated and
accomplish goals they have set for themselves and said she tries
to see their potential and tries to help them see the part in the
learning process. She traveled throughout Alabama and Georgia
high schools and promoted the university by attending career
fairs. When the director of show choir position became available.

Holloway applied for the position. She feels that teaching is a
calling from God.
“If they (students wanting to teach) can do anything else, do
it, but if that’s what God's really called you to do, if you have
a heart for this and this is what you are just really led to do, then
do it,” said Holloway, as advice for
students who want to teach. “Be respon
sible for instruction of some kind, just to
seewhat it feels like.”
“There are a lot of little victories in
teaching along the way,” she said, when
speaking of seeing a student’s hard work,
dedication, and perseverance paying off.
While living in Jacksonville, Holloway
was involved with the music at Kitty
Stone Elementary once a week for four
years, she directed a children’s choir
and a college ensemble and sang in the
choir at First Baptist Church in Jackson
ville where her husband John was pas
tor.
Holloway also taught 16 hours each
semester at JSU. Holloway was also
Miss Northeast Alabama and went on to
become Miss Alabama in 1973. During
this time, she traveled 35,000 miles by
car and made plane trips to Mississippi
and Georgia. She met President Nixon
and his daughter Patricia, Ladybird
Johnson, and was able to meet and talk
to Charles Lindenburg. Holloway also
was a full time student at JSU.
“Looking back, it’s almost like I was in
a fog. I was around people all over the state of all ages, classes,
and races,” said Holloway, reflecting on being Miss Alabama.
“I think I learned pretty much that people are people every
where; they have the same needs. I learned how far I could
push myself.”
Holloway is moving to Longwood, Florida, with her husband
John and her two daughters, Lauren and Bethany, to First
Baptist Sweet water. “It’s going to be an adventure.”
- Laminack

Jane Rice Holloway 83

Taken from T he Jacksonville News
Edited for content by Dave Sharp
When Gayle McGee became first lady of Jacksonville
State University in 1986, Kitty Stone, a former first
lady, told The Jacksonville N ew s, "She has a young son,
which I think makes her life very interesting."
Beth Meehan, the university's incoming first lady,
has two young sons and an even younger daughter.
The Meehan children are twin boys, Drew and Will, 5,
and Carol Grace, 5 months. And she says she is defi
antly expecting an interesting life for herself as well as
her family in the coming years. Her husband, Bill,
succeeds retiring president Dr. Harold McGee.
"I feel I have been preparing for this position all my
life," says Mrs. Meehan. "I was reared in a pastor's
home and realize all of the aspects of living in a 'glass
house.' My mother was very effective in teaching my
three brothers and me that it is very important to be
ourselves."
Mrs. Meehan says this, plus the fact that she has been
closely associated with four different universities, has
given her a broad range of ideas to incorporate at JSU.
She says that she has told her husband he is lucky
because he has a job description and she does not. "I
will do my best to be a hostess for Jacksonville State
University, a school I love," she says. "But I will also
do my best to maintain our family life. Our family is
the most important thing in our lives. All I have ever
wanted to be is a wife and a mother."
She says that her husband and her children are her
priorities and that she will do her best to keep those
priorities while becoming involved in the events of the
university. She says they have already taken their
children to many events on campus, and she feels they
will have a wonderful opportunity to live on a college
campus and take advantage of all of the activities.
The Meehans will move out of their home and into
the president's home.
"Bill wants to be part of the campus as much as he
can," she says. "That's why we chose to make it home
for ourselves and our children. I believe my husband
will be a wonderful president. He is a great listener
and a wonderful manager. He also loves Jacksonville
State University with a passion. I know all the deci
sions he will make whether popular or unpopular will
be made with JSU 's best interests at heart."
While Mrs. Meehan and her family know where they
will reside and what they will be doing, that's not the
situation with Gayle McGee and her family.
"W e will stay here until we get our house sold," Mrs.
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McGee says. "W e have looked around at several
places but we won't make a final decision until we
sell our property here. We have no firm plans. That
is the wonderful thing about it."
Mrs. McGee was no stranger to the university life
when she moved here. Her husband resigned as
vice president of administration at James Madison
University in Virginia to become JSU president on
July, 1 1986.
She says that moving from Harrisonburg, Va.,
with their 4-year-old son, Andrew, in 1986 was
exciting, difficult and challenging.
She says that her life changed completely when
Dr. McGee became JSU president.
"Everything becomes so public," she says. "You
don't have any privacy, particularly when you live
on campus, and we lived on campus the entire time.
You accept it as part of the job and we knew that."
She says she read everything she could get her
hands on and talked with women whose husbands
were or had been university presidents.
"W hat I tried to do was build up a family life in
the setting," she says. "W e tried to make a normal
family situation and hopefully we succeeded at
that."
When Ada Montgomery learned her husband,
(Dr.) Theron, had been appointed JSU president in
1981, she says she was excited, thrilled and very
comfortable with his appointment because JSU was
the only employer either of them had ever had.
Another JSU president, the late Dr. Houston Cole,
hired both the Montgomerys, she as a dietician and
Dr. Montgomery as a sociology teacher.
She says that being associated with the university
and the city for so many years made the transition to
first lady easier for her.
"W e knew the situation," she says. "W e knew the
students, the faculty and the town. Our children
had grown up here."
The biggest change for her was leaving their home
and moving on campus.
"W e took it in stride," says Mrs. Montgomery,
"because we were familiar with the president's role.
My husband had come up through the ranks."
She says that her husband literally worked his way up at
the university, from teacher, to dean, to vice president of
academic affairs and to president. And she was by his
side all along, helping rear their two children and enjoy
ing every moment of her life as the university’s first lady.
Since his retirement, Mrs. Montgomery says they have
been as busy as ever.

Her husband has worked with Interna
tional Executive Service Corporation,
which has involved travel for both of the
Montgomerys. They have gone as consult
ants to schools in Costa Rica, Russia and
Panama.
With the arrival of their four grandchil
dren, she says, “We have found out what
life is all about.”
The late Dr. Ernest Stone was JSU presi
dent from 1971-81. His widow, Kitty, was
in education for a number of years and was
principal of Jacksonville Laboratory El
ementary School, now Kitty Stone Elemen
tary School, named for her.
Mrs. Stone says that JSU has always held
a special place in her heart because she, her
husband, their son, Bill, and daughter-inlaw, Sandra, are all JSU graduates.
She recalls the condition of their new
home on campus and the necessary changes
she made to make it more comfortable.
“The heating system was completely out,”
she says. “The Coles (Dr. Houston and his
wife, Martha) used electric heaters to finish
out the winter.”
Mrs. Stone says they had to have a new
roof, and they replaced the window units
(air conditioning) with central air condition
ing. She bought material wholesale and covered furniture and drapes. They built a garden room on the front and a break
fast room on the porch, which they glassed in.
She said that Dr. Stone’s tenure, as president was a special time for her family.
“In some ways,” she says, “it brought us closer together.”
Because both she and her husband had been in the spotlight of public education for many years, she was accustomed to
entertaining, speaking before audiences and meeting lots of people.
As JSU ’s first lady, she found herself entertaining more than ever. “I was accustomed to it, and I enjoyed it,” she says.
She prepared food at their campus home for all of the JSU trustees, faculty, press and others before all of the ball games.
Education continues to be on her list of priorities. She serves on boards and is a member of clubs dedicated to education.
Dr. Cole was president from 1941-71. His widow, Martha, who died in March, told The Jacksonville News in 1986 that
she never had an unpleasant moment while her husband was president. As a matter of fact, she said she had many wonder
ful memories of her years while residing in the president's home.
"I never did find that it was difficult in any way,” she said. “There were no drawbacks at all. It was a very, very pleasant
experience.”
When the McGees moved here, Mrs. Cole gave moral support to Mrs. McGee, both privately and publicly.
“She (Mrs. McGee) will, in her own way, be an asset to JSU,” Mrs. Cole said. “We have to be ourselves and be able to
make our own decisions, and I know Mrs. McGee is certainly capable of making such decisions.”
Had Mrs. Cole lived three months longer, she could have applied those words to Beth Meehan.
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Thursday mornings wouldn't be the same without reading The Chanticleer
but the finished product doesn't always come as easy as it seems.

,

"No sweat:" Anatomy of a Newspaper
It's 8 p.m. on a Tuesday night, Oct. 6, and it's dark on the
quad, except cones of light from the antique-style lampposts.
The bell tower of Graves Hall sounds the hour: a
recording, but it sounds collegiate. Nothing moves except
the moon.
Down the hill, in Self Hall, the offices of the Communi
cation Department are dark. At the back of the building,
cold fluorescent light spills out into a warm night.
In The Chanticleer office, students are typing at comput
ers. Two others hang across the iron banister outside,
taking a smoke break. The editor, Phil Attinger, is eating
a Chinese takeout at his desk, fueling up for the long night
ahead.
Angel Weaver, the blond curly haired managing editor
of the Chanticleer, bursts in, waving her hands.
"I lost it," she says, "I lost my column on 'Music and
Munchies.' It just disappeared--not on my disk, not in the
hard disk. It just disappeared."
She gathers up some papers. She is going to find a quiet
corner and try to reconstruct the article, by hand, on paper,
from scratch. She scowls at the computer on her desk with
hatred for eating her story.
Dark-haired Attinger digs into his takeout with chop
sticks. In between the bites or pork chased with rice,
Attinger tells how he chose to go into the newspaper
business. He has a double-major B.A. in English and
History, but now he hopes to get a journalism degree and
work in print media.
In the Fall of 1996, he began to write at the Chanticleer.
Last Spring, he began covering the Jacksonville City Coun
cil, and he decided to go after the job of editor in chief. The
Publications Board selected him, and now he is the editor.
A dimpled brunette in a sweat shirt, jeans with hole in the
knee and a baseball cap is working on a computer. She is
Kimberlyn Kostamo ("It's Finnish, my folks came from
Finland"), the assistant features editor. She saw a group
called "m oe." at the Five Points South Music Hall in
Birmingham and she's writing it up.
"I've also got the 'Beef' this week," she smiles. The
"Beef" is a part of The Chanticleer editorial page, where a
writer or editor gets to gripe about something.
Dave Mathews, the features editor with wispy goatee
and a baseball cap worn backwards, arrives and apolo
gizes "for being so vacant today. I didn't get much sleep."
His fellow writers admire the word "vacant."
Adam Smith, the stocky news editor, comes in with
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Amber Moody, a young woman with short blond hair. She
takes his seat at the paneled wooden desk.
"You've got my chair," says Smith, in a Cockney accent.
"W ell," says Attinger in his own Cockney accent, "W e
have plenty more."
Dueling accents—now Australian, now Cockney, now
upper-crust British-begin now with several of the report
ers and editors trading good lines from Monty Python.
And after the Monty Python bits, they wing it on their own.
Somebody comes across an Attinger byline on a page
proof: "Phil Attinger, Editor and Chief." Somebody asks
if he gets paid for doing two jobs, Editor and Chief. "N o,"
he says, busily correcting the byline. "Editor in chief, one
salary for both jobs." Somebody else asks if he were Editor
and Chief, were the reporters Indians? "N o," he says,
"w e're all chiefs here."
Next morning, at 7 a.m., they print out pages from the
new tabloid-size printer, and proof them for typos. Their
eyelids are heavy from no sleep, and the words are begin
ning to blur.
"I took three Vivarin tablets," laughs Smith, "and went
to sleep sitting in this chair." He does his "W ith Vivarin"
routine-dead asleep. And he does his "W ithout Vivarin"
routine--Ta Da!
At 11 a.m., Attinger comes in from morning classes, and
starts in making corrections from the proofs. There is a
curious combination of one person desperately fighting '
the deadline, and others playing around with accents:
"G'day, might, don't you know?"
Finally, at 11:15, Attinger gathers his ZIP disk with the
finished paper on it, the envelope full of pictures and the
proof sheets, heading off to face Margaret at The Jackson
ville News. Much later, at 1:45, he's back in the office,
gathering more stuff. He needs another story, more pic
tures.
Later, he is back at his desk. They had discovered a full
page empty. Somebody had laid in a full page ad box, with
no ad. So Attinger dropped in a full page PSA, a public
service advertisement.
It was mid-afternoon before the newspaper was put to
bed, and it had been due early that morning.
Attinger shakes his head. "Obviously we have to get it
over there earlier than we did today." He schedules a staff
meeting for Thursday afternoon, to ask editors and report
ers for help in solving the production problems.
He rubs his eyes, no sleep for 36 hours, but there still is
no sign of sweat.
Clarke Stallworth

Left:
Shannon Fagan works hard every week
to be sure that JSU sports are getting the
attention they deserve. The position of
sports editor is not easy, but Shannon
always seems to enjoy it.

Below:
Phil Attinger needs a break after a long
Tuesday night, but he can't get much rest
because the phone calls keep coming in.
His job never stops. He finishes one
paper and its time to start on the next.

Above:
Get to the bottom of the story. Dave
Matthews and Adam Smith carefully
study some notes for a story Adam is
working on for next week.

Left:
Attinger spends countless hours sitting
at this computer. He edits the stories of
the staff as well as writing his own stories
for the Chanticleer.

Chanticleer 87

Steve Latham
Named
University
Photographer

Steve Latham of Hokes Bluff, a photojournalist with more than 18 years of experi
ence, has been n am ed Jacksonville State University photographer. Latham, 43,
has w o n more than 60 awards from the Alabama Press Association and
Associated Press of Alabama for outstanding photography, including the AP
Photography Portfolio Award. He has also won awards from the National Press
Photographers Association and the Award of Excellence from the Society of News
paper Design. He is recipient of the New York times Chairmans Award. "I am
truly excited about joining the staff at JSU and look forward to being the Univer
sity photographer as JSU enters the new millennium," he said. Latham joins JSU
after a 14-year career at the Gadsden Times where he served as chief photogra
pher, He has also been a photographer fro the Talladega Daily Home and served
as a freelance commercial photographer. Before entering photography he was a
speech\language pathologist for Talladega City Schools. He holds a B.S. in
speech pathology from the University of Montevallo. He began work on June 28,
1999, Latham has brought to Jacksonville University 12 years of experience in
computer hardware and software used in photography. Latham is married to the
former Nan Smith of Taladega, and they have three children.
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These picture were taken by Mr.
Latham. His pictures have won many
awards as you can see. We are
privileged to have him at JSU.
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The Alumni are making
their mark onJSU's campus

The Alumni Association is providing many opportunities for Alumni to con
tribute to JSU. There are different ways to contribute to an alumni scholar
ship and one way is selling personalized bricks. The Alumni Association has
allowed Alumni to leave a personal legacy that will carry their name and
graduation date. The bricks will create a new sidewalk to the Alumni House.
The project will include bences placed along the sidewalkleading to the
Alumni House. The Alumni House and soon-to-be the Montgomery Build
ing will become the "prettiest sites of the campus."
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Dr. H ard y Ja c k s o n D elivers A d d ress
The following is a motivation speech delivered at a recent graduation by JSU History Professor and
Author Dr. Hardy Jackson.
I can hear what you graduates are saying to yourselves: "After four years listening to professors and I come to graduation all geared up to
hear a noted politician, or and outstanding businessman, or an inspirational preacher and what do I get. another professor. Worst yet, a
historian. I rented a cap and gown for this?”
Well graduates. I stand before you as living proof that what happens in Washington does affect your lives. If something wasn't going on
up there right now, I would by sitting over with the faculty and you would be listening to Congressman Bob Riley. That should give you
something to think about for the next few minutes. By my rough count this is about the 60th or 70th commencement I have attended. And
every year I have wanted to hear the speaker read the following poem. None ever have. So I am going to. It is entitled, appropriately
enough, "The Commencement Speaker.”
They gave him twenty minutes
But he finished up in ten.
Oh, there’s a prince of speakers
And a servant unto men.
His diction wasn't such a much,
He hemmed and hawed a bit;
But still he spoke a lot of sense.
And after that-he quit.
At first we sat plumb paralysed.
Then we cheered and cheered again.
For they gave him twenty minutes
And he finished in ten.
In the tradition of that speaker, I well be brief. Truth is, in all the commencement addresses I have heard, I cannot say that I remember
one thing any of the speakers said, and chances are that you will little note nor long remember what I say today-the “little note nor long
remember" part comes from Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, which you can hear on PBS or the History Channel if you missed it class. Yes,
I am a historian. I try to frame my understanding of the present and my hope for the future in historical terms, which, I believe, offers us a
means of comprehending not only how we got where we are but where we might be going. All of this might seem a little useless to most
of you, since you probably believe that you have not been on this earth long enough to have much of a history yourself. But you do, and if
you think about it a bit you will be led to the inescapable conclusion that you are one lucky bunch of folks. Two examples should suffice:
You are the only generation of Americans in this century to have gone from birth to college graduation (about 22 or 23 years) without
experiencing a major war. In the light of current events, this is something you need to consider. We have had skirmishes, battles, incidents
and conflict— we are having one right now— but in the lifetime of most of you there have been no Vietnams, no Koreas, not a World
Wars I or II. No other generation has been so fortunate. An when you study history, you discover that one thing leads to another, things
are tied together, which is why those who think history doesn’t apply to them are making a big mistake.
Which brings me to #2.
Because of this remarkable period of peace you have also been lucky enough to live in a time of equally remarkable prosperity, and I am
not just talking about the rapid rise of the stock market. Economists point ( and I should note that the best economists are also historians,
just as the best historians also study the economy) economists point with pride to the fact that your generation has lived through an era
without the severe cycles of boom and bust that have characterized most of the history of western civilization. Peace has led to prosperity
and prosperity, in turn, has led to peace. It now becomes your responsibility to see that the next generation enjoys this as much as you
have. But you have been more than lucky— you have been good. More than that, you others haven't. The diploma you receive today was
earned, not given. And in earning it you join a select few. Think for a moment. Recall the people with whom you started school in the
first grade. How many of them were still with you after they reached that magic age where students drop out? And of those who re
mained. how many are with you when you graduated. And your high school classmates, where are they now? How many went on to the
higher education that we are told is essential for a successful life in the 21st century: Now think of the people who entered JSU with you—
recall your freshman English, history, or biology class. How many of those classmates are with you graduating today? You are the elites,
the survivors, the best. You can take pride in this and know that we take pride in you. And at this point I am supposed to give you some
words of advice, as if I have some wisdom to impart. Why? Because I am up here and I can. You can take what I say for what it’s worth,
remembering that I am giving it to you for free. In one of the most popular books of your generation, readers were told that all they really
need to know in life was learned in Kindergarten. The author made some good points, but on the whole it was a pretty sophomoric effort.
You are college graduates now, and you deserve a more meaty guide for living, so here it is. Be a good scout.
Think of how much better society would be, we all would be, if everyone was simply: Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful. Friendly, Courteous,
Kind. Obedient. Cheerful. Thrifty. Brave, Clean, and Reverent. How much happier everyone would be if we wee all: honest and fair,
considerate and caring, courageous and strong, and responsible for what we say and do. These simple rules for living come from the Boy
Scout and Girl Scout handbooks. And while you are at it. Do a good turn daily. Now, I do want to add a few things that in my 55 years on
this planet I have concluded constitute sound advice. True, what I am about to tell you might not work for everyone, but think’em over.
And again, they are free.
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Dr. Hardy Jackson

Call them Jackson’s suggestions for the good life:
1. Don't smoke (and if you do, quit), it’s not healthy, it is a nasty habit and will clogup my sinuses if I come around you.
2. Don't drink and drive, “cause you could kill yourself and someone you love, and might kill me, and if you do, when
you come before your maker you can rest assured that I won’t put in a good word on your behalf.
3. Wear a hat in cold weather. 50% of your heat loss is from your head— ever wonder who measures such thing?
4. Get yourself a truck.
5. Get yourself a dog.
6. Put your dog in your truck and ride around.
7. Live in a city for a while so you will know how good it is not to.
8. Be nice. Don’t do anything just for spite.
9. Join JSU Alumni Association.
10. Contribute to the JSU Foundation.
11. Wear sunscreen— it is one of those things that may actually work.
12. Listen to beer commercials, especially the one that tells you that “you only go around once in life so reach for all the
gusto you can get.”
13. Reach for the gusto, and I’m not talking beer.
14. Read— books, newspapers, especially newspapers,=. You need to know things that cannot be found on TV.
15. Support the Gamecocks— all of them.
16. Vote— despite what passes for prevailing wisdom, the vast majority fo politicians are honest, hard working, caring,
responsible and, yes, flawed human beings— in other words, much like the people they serve. And despite the cynicism
of our time, politics is and honorable profession. Get out there and encourage the good ones.
17. This is for the undergraduates: come back here to do graduate work. We’d love to see you again.
18. And lastly, that wonderful word that everyone in the audience want the speaker to utter, lastly, as you go out into the
world remember the Scout motto: Be Prepared!
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W h o ’s W h o
Among Students in

American
Universities
and Colleges
This year, 83students were selected to be ic lu d e d on
th e lis t
of W ho's W ho Am ong Students in A m erican U niversities
and C olleges. The students chosen represent Jacksonville
S tate U niversity w e ll in all that th ey do. T h is h onor is
given for m uch m ore than a h ig h G P A . These students
are involved in many extra cu rricu la r activities. They are
the leaders on ou r campus. Each had som ething unique to
offer to this university and the community.

What

advice would you give to a

NEW JSU STUDENT?
Jean N.
Acevedo

"K e ri"

Hometown: Jackson
ville
Major: Psychology and
Sociology
JSU activities: Psi Chi
Honor society, Alpha
Kappa Delta Honor so
ciety, U. S. Achieve
ment Academ y, AllAmerican Scholar, So
ciology Club
"Pace yourself. It is easy to try to do everything at
once...and burn out."

Anthony Dewayne
Hammond
Hometown: Irvington,
AL
Major: Environmental
Chemistry
JSU activities: Foothills
Environmental Coun
cil, American Chemical
S o cie ty , C hi A lpha
Christian Fellowship,
Omicron Delta Kappa,
Sigma Phi Epsilon
"Check out all of the organizations and meet all of the
people you can. Choose the best group to join or hang
out with while considering education. It's the most
important thing."

Tak Yuk Wong
H om etow n :
H ong
Kong
Major: MBS-Biology
JSU activities: SGA
senator, Phi Eta Sigma
secretary and treasurer,
Beta Beta honor asso
cia tio n , International
Student Organization
officer, Vice President
of Student Dietetic As
sociation
"Study hard during study time and fully have fun
when having fun/activities/playing time."

Susan
Hawkins

Sm ith

Hometown: Anniston/
Gadsden
Major: (Coummunity
Agency) Counseling
JS U a c tiv itie s:
C hi
Sigma Iota, Pinnacle,
Adjunct Faculty - De
p artm en t of S o cia l
Work

"D on't be afraid to face the challenges offered at JSU.
Take the opportunity to be involved in every aspect of
campus life while making lifelong friendships."

What will you miss most about
J acksonville Sta te ?
Kevin Hoult

Carol Walker Benn

Hometown: Hartselle,
AL
M ajor: C o u n selin g
Education
JSU activities: Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity
Inc. , Omicron Delta
Kappa Honor Society,
IFC delegate, NPHC
Coordinator, Intramu
ral football and basket
ball coach

Hometown: Fairview,
AL
M ajor: P sy ch o lo g y
(Masters of Science)
JSU activities: Psi Chi National Psyschology
Honor Society

"The knowledgable and caring psychology instruc
tors, especially Dr. Suarez!"

'Jeffersons!"

Leslie

Elizabeth "Libby"
Taylor

Hom etown: M obile,
AL
Major: Psychology and
Forensic Investigations
JSU activities: Varsity
Cross Country, Catho
lic Student Organiza
tion, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Psi Chi, Ath
letic-Academic Honors
Society charter member
"The friendly people, the beautiful mountains, and
the great trails to run on."

H o m e t o w n :
Tuscaloosa, AL
Major: Communication
JSU activities: Z eta Tau
Alpha Fraternity trea
surer, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Mimosa Editorin-chief, Phi Eta Sigma,
Marching Ballerina

Je n n ife r
Gardner

"Football games, Summer Rush, and spending time
with friends. I will miss all my sisters most of all."

Why

did you come to J S U ?

Larry Nettles

Clint Kirkland

Hometown: Montgom
ery, AL
Major: Secondary Edu
cation - Social Science
(MS)
JSU activities: Kappa
Delta Pi National Honor
society, Phi Delta Kappa
Professional Education
society

H o m e t o w n :
Scottsboro, AL
Major: Marketing
JSU activities: Kappa
Alpha Order, Ameri
can Marketing Associa
tion , In te rF ra te rn a l
Council, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Omicron Delta
E p silo n , O rd er of
Omega

"It was conveniently lo
cated when I retired from the army."

K ellie
Allred

P en lan d -

Hometown: Crossville,
AL
Major: Social Work
JSU activities: Zeta Tau
A lpha
F ra te rn ity ,
G am eco ck H o stess,
SGA sen ato r, Social
W ork club, CII Peer
Counselor

"I chose JSU because I wanted to further my educa
tion, meet new people, experience college life while
living close to home."

" I came to JSU because of the friendly atmosphere,
small size of the campus, and individual aid I could
receive from instructors."

Amanda Laughlin
Hometown: Glencoe,
AL
Major: Communication
JS U a c tiv itie s:
P eer
counselor, Zeta Tau Al
pha, ENCORE!, Show
Choir, Marching Balle
rina, Miss JSU 1999, A
Capella choir, Chanti
cleer volunteer writer,
Phi Eta Sigma, Omicron
Delta Kappa
"I received a Faculty Scholarship and made the JSU
Ballerina line."

What

is your greatest

JSU

MEMORY?
D aniel
Kirkland

"D K "

Deborah
Rodgerson

H om etow n: Phenix
City, AL
Major: Business Man
agement
JSU activities: Football,
Peer counselor, Food
committee

Hometown: Erie, PA
Major: Secondary Edu
cation
JSU activities: Kappa
Delta Pi, Foreign Lan
guage com petitions,
Student symposium

“Scoring the first touchdown in the JSU vs. Troy State
game in 1996 at the Cockpit."

“The foreign language competitions because the stu
dents who participate are incredibly talented."

Sabrina Russell

Candice M. Terry

Hometown: Piedmont,
AL
Major: Merchandising
JSU activities: Alpha Xi
Delta new member edu
cator and programs vice
p resid ent, A m erican
Marketing Association

Hometown: Moulton,
AL
M ajor:
P re -p ro fe s
sional biology
JSU activities: Volley*
ball, Scholar A th le te of
the Y ea r, O m icron
Delta Kappa, Phi Eta
Sigma, Beta Beta Beta
N a tio n al
B io lo g y
Honor society

"My greatest JSU memory is meeting my future hus
band."

"I don't have one particular greatest memory at JSU.
I had so many great times with all my friends and the
volleyball players that I will remember for the rest of
my life."

Wh at a r e your fu tu r e pla n s?

Autumn
Oliver

Blair

Hometown: Weaver,
AL
Major: Biology
JSU activities: Beta Beta
Beta National Biology
Honor Society, Alpha
Phi O m ega, Student
Organization for Deaf
Awareness - S.O.D.A.,
Phi Eta Sigma, Omi
cron Delta Kappa
"Pursue a career in epidemiology/infection control
microbiology."

Gwendolyn
Smith

S.

Hometown: Piedmont,
AL
Major: Master of Pub
lic A d m in istra tio n
(MPA)
JSU activities: Phi Al
pha H onor so ciety ,
Omicron Delta Kappa,
P innacle- n o n -trad i
tional student honor so
ciety
"I plan to continue to work for the state of Alabama in
some capacity until retirement."

Sandra
Reeves

Elaine

Hometown: Anniston
Major: Nursing
JSU activities: Sigma
T h eta Tau N u rsin g
Honor society, Phi Mu
F ra tern ity ch ap lain ,
SGA senator

"To continue my education at U.A.B. in nursing. I also
feel that God will use the gifts he has given me to
glorify himself through missions."

Erin Nicole Henley
H o m e t o w n :
Albertville, AL
M ajor: E lem en tary
Education
JSU activities: Z eta Tau
Alpha Fraternity presi
dent, O m icron Delta
K ap p a, Sigm a Tau
Delta, Order of Omega,
Kappa Delta Epsilon

"I am going to move to Birmingham after I get mar
ried. I plan to then start my teaching career."

W h a t a d v i c e w o u l d y o u g iv e t o a
NEW J S U STUDENT?

Shea Fordham

Amanda A. Bussey

Hometown: Heflin,
AL
Major: Elementary
Education
JSU activities: Phi
Delta Kappa, Kappa
Delta Epsilon, Jack
so n v ille A rea for
Y ou ng C h ild ren JAYC

Hometown: Talladega,
AL
M ajor:
E lem en tary
Education
JSU activities: Kappa
Delta Pi, Kappa Delta
Epsilon, Jackson ville
Area for Young Chil
dren -JA Y C

"I would tell a new JSU student to work hard at your
goals and do your very best."
"M y advice would be for all students to go to class, study
hard, and remember you can achieve anything if you put

Pam G. Maddox

Mark Brian Flynn

Hometown: Fyffe, AL
M ajor: S eco n d a ry
Education
JSU activities: Kappa
Delta Pi, Phi Delta
Kappa, Spanish club

H om etow n :
W est
Chester, PA
Major: Criminal Justice
JSU activities: Delta Chi
Fraternity alum ni of
fic e r, In te r F ra tern a l
co u n cil sch o la rsh ip
ch a irm a n ,
RO TC ,
S ca b b a rd & Blade Na
tional Military Honor
society, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Order of Omega

"I would advise a new JSU student to work hard, keep
their eyes on their goal, and don't give up."

"Do not pass up the chance to experience the variety of
student activities. Be a part of everything."

W h a t a r e y o u r F u t u r e Pl a n s ?

Christina Hurst
Hometown: Butler, AL
Major: Early Childhood/
Elementary Education
JSU activities: Kappa
Delta Epsilon president
and vice president, Jack
sonville Area Association
for Young Children

"T o teach elem en tary
school children and raise a family."

Karen Elizabeth Fos
ter
Hometown: Attalla, AL
Major: Secondary Educa
tion: Biology and Health
JSU a c tiv itie s: Kappa
Delta Pi, Pi Delta Kappa
International

"Secondary school teacher of biology and health"

Mandy
Tinsley

Townsend

Hometown: Athens, AL
Major: Secondary Educa
tion/Biology
JSU activities: Alabama
Academy of Science, Kappa
Delta Epsilon

"To return to college and get my PhD!"

Angie Dawn Fowler

Hometown: Fort Payne, AL
Major: Secondary Educa
tion: English and Health
JSU activities: Kappa Delta
Pi, Pi Delta Kappa Interna
tional

"T o becom e an English
teacher and earn my masters in education."

Mary Terry

Darvon Wallace

Hometown: Oxford,
AL
M ajor: BA G eneral
Studies - Behavioral
Sciences and BSN

no other available in
formation

Not Pictured
Jeffrey Roy Atkins
Brenna Michelle Beard
Jennifer Marie Bell
Shannon Marie Carter
Robert Ray Colquett
Amy Mechelle Corbin
Matthew C. Crause
Melissa Kay Fleming
Terrah Leigh Foster
Kevin Michael Fotovich
Rhonda Celeste Freeman
Tiffany Dionne Gibson

David Lynn Godfrey, Jr.
Sarita Joy Gooden
Simone Heinz Gray
James Eric Gunnells
Christine Ann Hackett
Ellen Kay Hartsaw
Teresia Diane Haynie
Charles Nathan Hodge
Stephanie R. Huie
Vicki Lynne Hunt
Cary Amos Johnson
Jon Seth Johnson
Pamela Johnson Joplin
Rebecca Leanne Jordan
Zanita E. Jordan
Cheryl Melissa Kulk
Stacy Noel Lipscomb
LaShonda D. Lockett
Cassandra M. McKnight
Nancy E. Miskosawick
Jerry Ray Mize

Melanie Shea Morton
Paige Danielle Murphy
Ryan Patrick Parker
Paulette Bryan Parks
Laura Leigh Primm
Bradley Justin Prince
Al Sylvia Procter
Pamela Robertson
Rutland
Baron Tywond Sandlin
Amy Michelle Sheedfar
Amy Elizabeth Smith
Tonya Sha Spillman
Marie Lanette Taylor
Kimberly Jean Tucker
Stacey Tate Wachs
Lisa Alexander Warlick
Jimmy Ray Whited
Milissa Carol Wilcutt
Petula Elsie Yenter

Greek Life
Greeks have brought fun and excitement to Jackson
ville State University. They have been involved in ori
entation and visitation days to welcome freshmen.
Greek fraternities and sororities has opened many
opportunities for students to meet many people who
would become long -lasting friends and make their
college experience an easy transition. Greek week is
one of the main events a Greek looks forward to, a
week filled with fun and friendly competition. Also,
they give to their community by contributing to many
charities such as Choosing children, Breast cancer
awareness, the Arthritis Foundation, and many others.
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Division 105

GREEK:
Being a Greek is something that faces every student upon entering college. Many students make the
decision whether or not to join a sisterhood or brotherhood or to stay independent. Many students
view "Going Greek" as a way to make new friends and meet new people; however, there are also
students who view it as a means to be a part of a "glorified Aristocracy" which is nothing more than
socialites who like to drink and party. The students who view Greek-life as a means to be wild and
uninhibited are sadly mistaken. I can personally vouch for the Greek life at JSU. Greeks at JSU strive to
be campus leaders, role models, and academically successful. All Greeks support their respective phi
lanthropies and raise money and donate time to organizations such as Second Chance, Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation, and Habitat for Humanity. All Greeks are required to maintain a relatively
high GPA to stay an active member of their group. Many Greeks serve as SGA officers, SGA Senators,
Peer Counselors, athletes, Marching Southerners, and even more belong to honor societies on campus.
JSU Greeks completely contradict old myths about fraternities and sororities being wild and uninhib
ited.
It is important for every student to research Greek-life before making the choice to go Greek. It is a
choice that can truly give those who do decide to join a sense of family, friendships, and many new
responsibilities. I believe that going Greek is not a profound right for Greeks to think that they are
better than independents, but rather a way to better themselves by learning to contribute to society and
learning to work well with others. It is a choice which requires a lot of consideration. Hopefully every
person who is Greek realizes that it was not by Chance that they are in their Brotherhood or sisterhood,
but rather their choice to make JSU a better place with their envolvement with the Greek system.
by:Kelly Finn

A. These three members of Alpha Omicron Pi anx
iously await the announcement of the Homecoming
Court.

B. This member of Kappa Alpha Order, Clint
Kirkland, poses for a squeeze play with some mem
bers of Delta Zeta.
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A. These members of
Zeta Tau Alpha await
the announcement of
Mr. University.

B. Hunter Youngblood of
Kappa Sigma gives his
Little brother the tradi
tional paddle as a part of
the Big-Little ceremony.

C. These members of Phi Mu
are dressed in togas as a part
of their mixer with Kappa
Sigma. The two groups at
tended the first home foot
ball game dressed in the tra
ditional Roman Greek style.
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GREEK LIFE...
A Life Less Ordinary
As a member of the Greek community
your life takes on many new responsi
bilities and challenges. You must strive
to be the best at whatever you do and
uphold your chapters reputation .
With all of the excitement and adven
ture that surrounds every Greek its
easy to see how they all live lives less
ordinary.

These members of Delta Zeta poise These two sorority sisters are excited to
for a snapshot while they are cheering
find out that they are each others Big and
for the Gamecock Football Team.
Little sisters during the Big/Little cer
emony. Lori Turner and Amy Broadway
are members of Zeta Tau Alpha.
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These members of the Greek community
are all members of the Gamecock host
esses. They attend all home football games
and entertain recruits during the games.
They work hard to bring new students to
the University.

21 Ways To Feel At Home...
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA
ALPHA OMICRON PI
ALPHA PHI ALPHA
ALPHA TAU OMEGA
ALPHA XI DELTA
DELTA CHI
DELTA SIGMA THETA
DELTA ZETA
KAPPA ALPHA
KAPPA ALPHA PSI

KAPPA SIGMA
OMEGA PSI PHI
PHI BETA SIGMA
PHI MU
PI KAPPA PHI
SIGMA GAMMA RHO
SIGMA NU
SIGMA PHI EPSILON
TAU KAPPA EPSILON
ZETAPHI BETA
ZETATAU ALPHA

These two members of Tau Kappa
Epsilon take a break from Home
coming festivities to poise for the
camera.

Paul Bender, Clint Kirkland, and
David Hooper take a minute to
get a picture at their annual
Champagne Ball.
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A

l p h a
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a p p a

Alpha Kappa Alpha has a long-standing tradition not
only at JSU, but also nation-wide. It is the oldest
Black Greek Letter organization in America. Here, a
member of AKA shows her Gamecock spirit at a
JSU football game.
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A

l p h a

L a m b d a P i

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s colors are salmon pink and
apple green. The flower is the pink tea rose and
the stone is the pearl. These members of AKA
show the tight bonds of sisterhood by showing
one of their signature handshakes.
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A lp h a O m ic r o n P I

Members of Alpha Omicron Pi
pose for a group picture at the
men’s flag football championship.
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D e lta E p s ilo n

Christy Ramsden and Russell Davis enjoy
themselves at the Soul Food Dinner spon
sored by the International House. Sorority
members attended these types of functions to
earn points through the Panhellenic Council.
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A lp h a P h i A lp h a

The brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha are seen here
at orientation. Many fraternities attend orienta
tion to try and spark the interest of incoming
freshmen about the Greek society.
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Xi Xi

Alpha Phi Alpha was was founded at JSU
in June of 1980. Their colors are Black and
Old Gold. Their philanthropy is the United
Negro College Fund.
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ALPHA TAU OMEGA
ETA THETA

President
Les Roberts
Two-Term President
“In ATO, each man fulfills
his own role. Alumni give
us tremendous support as
does the IFC. We all work
to better ourselves by help
ing each other. I believe
that we are an elite chapter
because we are all so diver
sified yet we all can pull
together for the common
good of the fraternity.”

Alpha Tau Omega was founded at JSU March 22, 1969. The attributes
which characterize ATO are character, fellowship, and scholarship. ATO
participates in many philanthropic endeavors which include the Ameri
can Cancer Society, Toys for Tots, and United Cerebral Palsy. The mem
bers of ATO raise money for their philanthropy by holding car washes
and working at the Talladega races. When not helping their charity, ATO
participates in Intermurals. They were awarded the title of All
SportChampions this year. ATO has a full social calandar also. They
have their annual White Tea Rose Formal, the Virginia Tri-Ad Mixer
with KA and Sigma Nu, and their week long party known as Viking
Week.

Mitch Allen
Chad Barnett
Jeffery Borges
Chad Blevins
Allen Cohen

Jonathan Crosson
Bobby Davis
Tommy Dover
James Echols
Jay Estes

Neil Hawyer
John Hendon
Shane Laros
Christian LaBlanc
Scott McKelvey

Brad Miller
James Mobbs
Chris Moseley
Chaz Najjar
Bryan Neace

Michael Rice
Stephen Sims
Justin Smith
Michael Stewart
Duffy Wagoner

Patrick Weaver
Jason West
Kenny Wright
Jonathan Wynn
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Alpha Xi Delta
Epsilon Pi

President
Jenny Wissinger
"Alpha Xi has been an
active chapter at JSU
for over 30 years. They
have a strong reputa
tion for being campus
leaders, athletes, and
scholars. Alpha Xi
seeks success in every
endeavor that they
attempt."

Alpha Xi Delta was the first women’s social sorority founded at JSU. It was
founded on March 2, 1968. Since that time, Alpha Xi has upheld all of its
many standards and has provided a loving sisterhood for many young
women. Alpha Xi’s philanthropy is Choose Children. Sisters sponsor
sponsor individual children from the DHR. Alpha Xi holds fundraisers to
raise money for this charitable cause every semester. When not working on
their philanthropy, Alpha Xi has social events such as their “Secret Set-up.”
This is a semi-formal “crush” party. They also participated in homecoming
with the fraternity Kappa Alpha Order. Kellilyn Johnson represented Alpha
Xi in the top 5 on the Homecoming Court. Alpha placed second in AllSports. They had an exciting and fulfilling year in every respect.

Angie Ball
Lisa Bice
Ann Bole
Beth Bules
Amber Burgess
Tiffany Burnham
Tara Burns
Charisse Carter
Amy Church
Heather Church
Castle Dean
Jennifer Esce
Robyn Estes
Jessica Gilbert
Lici Gomez
Hollie Graves
April Hanson
Toni Hurd
Kellilyn Johnson
Amy Kelly
Debbie Kendrick
Rebecca Kidd
Miranda
Killingsworth
Angie King
Patti Maness
Jamie Mayo
Shannon McCreight
Sunny McCreight
Mandi Milam
Rebecca Milazzo
Jill Mitchum
Lindsey Passler
Elaine Petty
Sharon Price
Karen Ransom
April Richey
Sabrina Russell
Emily Shackelton
Becky Smith
Laura Smith
Tracy Smith
Jill Stephens
Shanna Steward
Emily Taylor
Lori Tidwell
Kristy Tunze
Amy Uptain
Jessica Walker
Andrea Walls
April Whitmarsh
Janna Wigley
Valerie Womack
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DeltaChi

President
Ritchie Creel
"We have a very
diverse group of
guys who work
together to accom
plish a common
goal-to be the best
at whatever we
do."
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Delta Chi was the first fraternity founded at JSU
in 1968. Since that time the brothers have main
tained a very strong tradition on campus.This past
year, Delta Chi was involved in many fundraisers
to help their philanthropy, Second Chance.They
participated in intramural sports, and had a full
social calendar. They held their annual Indian
Party, the Kimball Classic Golf Tournament, Red
Death Bash, the White Carnation Formal, and had
Homecoming with the Phi Mu Sorority. They also
attended their Regionals in Athens, GA and their
National Convention in St. Louis. Delta Chi en
joyed another successful year at JSU.
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Delta Sigma Theta
Delta Sigma Theta was
founded in 1913. The
founders saw an organiza
tion of college women
who were intelligent, in
tuitive, and who all shared
a common bond- the love
of being a part of a sister
hood. Delta Sigma Theta
was brought to JSU to
brighten the horizons of
young African-American
women who were chosen
to be sisters. Since at JSU,
these ladies have made an
impact on the Greek com
munity. The women do
community service at the
Wessex house and are in
volved in a Big Sister pro
gram.
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K a p p a B e ta
FLO W ER:
VIOLET

COLORS:
CRIMSON & CREAM

PH ILANTHRO PY:
5 POINT PROGRAM

SERVICE:
SICKLE-CELL FDTN.

FO UN D ED:
HOWARD U. 1913

FO UN D ED JSU:
MAY 1973
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Delta Zeta
i

Lambda Gamma

President
Candace Whitt
Delta Zeta was founded at JSU
in 1977. Since that time, they
have made a strong impact on
the school as well as the com
munity. Delta Zeta's philan
thropy is the speech and hearing
impaired. Their colors are pink
and green. The Delta Zeta mas
cot is the turtle.

Delta Zeta had a very eventful and fun-filled Fall and Spring semester. They
were involved with philanthropic activities such as Adopt-a-M ile and
sending V alentine's cards to u n d e rp riv ile g e d children. D elta Zeta had
many social events w hile not busy with philanthropic activities. They
held their annual Kilarney Rose Ball and had a Green Tea to honor aluna
and to celebrate the chapters installation. Many Delta Zeta's were academi
cally successful during the school year. Many members made the
President's List and many more made the D ean's List.There were also
three members who were selected as members of Order of Omega. DZ had
a great year in every respect.

Brandi Apperson
Jenni Belknap
Stephanie Bradford
Christy Campbell
Katie Choat
Tina Dean

Mary Beth Edwards
Nicole Gore
Kelly Hamilton
Jennifer Hatch
Jaime Henderson
Rebecca Holling

Maggie Keith
Jennifer Kennedy
Layla Mayfield
Rothe McClendon
Liza Mims
Jeana Murphree

Becca Murphy
Renee Newton
Lori Norton
Melissa Nugent
Julie Searcy
Stephanie Shirley

Brooke Simmons
Robin Smith
Rebecca Washington
Michelle Zopfi
Tanya Zopfi

Kappa Alpha Order
Delta Phi

Patrick Murphy
President
" I feel that our brotherhood's
strength comes from the fact that
each of us hold gentility and honor
as our highest priority. We strive to
produce men who know how to
live their lives the way our
founders intended- with integrity,
loyalty, and respect to every
brother of Kappa Alpha Order."

Kappa Alpha Order is not a fraternity. It is an order which means that it
seeks to preserve the ideals of courtly gentlemen. Founded in
1865,Kappa Alpha's precepts are derived from Southern traditions and
customs. The Jacksonville State chapter of KA, Delta Phi, was founded on
January 23,1976. Kappa Alpha continues to make an impact on JSU on a
daily basis. Their philanthropy is Muscular Distrophy. They participate in
events such as the Bowl-a-Thon to raise money for their cause. KA was
awarded the highest fraternity GPA this year. They attended their Na
tional Convention in Kansas City and attended Nationals in New Orleans
over the summer. When not busy with academics or philanthropic en
deavors, KA has social events such as Old South Week, Halloween Death
Bash, Champagne Ball, and they participate in Homecoming. During the
Fall, they shared Homecoming with Alpha Xi Delta.

Drew Anthon
Tom Barclay II
Paul Bender
Dee Blanchard

Will Cambardella
Dutch Chandler
Rodney Cole
Clay Conway

Alan Creel
Greg Davenport
Robert Edwards
Michael Hale

Alex Hooper
David Hooper
Zac Kimbrough
Clint Kirkland

Thomas Kozlowski
Jonathan Lankford
Joel McCool
Patrick Murphy

James Stack
Chris Thomas
Bryan Wallace
Stan Weldy

Eric Worley
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K a p p a A lp h a P si

The brothers of the Eta Mu chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
had a very eventful year. They sponsored the T.P.
Hearns Comedy Club and the "Jazz Affair." The Jazz
Affair was held on Valentine's weekend. They also
provided a speaker for the chapter's enrichment,
Attorney Cleo Thomas.
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E t a
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CRIMSON AND CREAM

FLO
W
ER
:
RED CARNATION

SER
V
IC
E:
CANCER SOCIETY
CLOTHING DRIVE FOR
BLACK COMMUNITY

Kappa Alpha Psi was founded in 1911 at Indi
ana University. The Eta Mu chapter was
founded at JSU on May 5, 1974. Kappa Alpha
Psi’s hold gentility in the highest regard. Re
spect for one another and for the surrounding
community is a standard that this chapter
holds very close.
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Kappa Sigma
President
Mark Freeman
Kappa Sigma's have al
ways been known as a very
diverse group of young
men. Their standards are
the common bond which
allows this diverse group to
join together for a common
purpose- to excel in all of
their endeavors whether it
be academic or social.

Lambda Gamma
Kappa Sigma brothers stress brotherhood, academic standards, and excel
lence in all of their endeavors. They are strong participants o f intramurals,
spend a great deal o f their time working on raising money for their
philanthropy, and are very active on campus. Aside from their hard work,
they leave time for social engagements. They hold the “Back on the Farm”
party before school begins in the Fall, they participate in a Founder’s Day
Banquet, have the annual “White Trash” party, and they have the annual
Disco Night party. This past year, one brother, Roy Van Gelder, participated
in a Tennis-a-Thon which raised money for Kappa Sigma’s philanthropy as
well as the philanthropy o f Zeta Tau Alpha. Kappa Sigma continued their
strong traditions as being one of the top fraternities on campus in 1998 and
1999.

Derek Blackburn
John Boyd
Joe Boyle
Stace Breland
Todd Campbell
N ic h o la s C o u c h

Price Derrick
Zachary Fleming
Mark Freeman
Josh Harp
Mike Headrick
Reginald Hubbard

Thomas Lamb
Larry Lombardo
Chris Langston
Jamie Lucas
Matt Maloney
Brandon Marbut

Ellis Monk
Seth Murphy
Jonathan Nordan
Al Restrepo, Jr.
Matthew Smith
Hunter Youngblood
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Omega Psi Phi was
founded at Howard Uni
versity in 1911. It was
chartered at JSU in 1972.
Since that time, the chap
ter has been a symbol of
high standards and ex
cellence in the black
community. The brothers
hold manhood and
scholarship as their two
highest aspects. They
help the NAACP out tre
mendously and they also
spend a great deal of
their time working with
the United Negro Col
lege Fund. They hold a
Miss Black Culture
Scholarship Pageant for
African-American
women at JSU yearly.
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Theta Eta
FOUNDED:
APRIL 1 9 , 1975

COLORS:
OLD G O L D /
ROYAL PURPLE

SERVICE:
N A A C P/ UNCF
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P h i B e t a S ig m a

Phi Beta Sigma was founded on January 9, 1914 at
howard University in Washington, D.C. The brothers
of Phi Beta Sigma hold being role models to young
black men as their highest attribute.The philan
thropy which the brotherhood supports is the March
of Dimes.
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P i K a p p a

This brother of Phi Beta Sigma shows his pride of
his fraternity by flashing a fraternity symbol for the
camera at a JSU home football game. Brothers of
Phi Beta Sigma can always be seen on campus
displaying their blue and white colors and wearing
them proudly.
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Kappa Sigma

President
Crystal Harbin
Phi Mu has been a leading
force in Greek life at JSU
for the past 29 years. They
strive for excellence in
everything that they do.
They have always held high
standards and continue to
uphold the traditions their
sisters started almost 30
years ago.

This chapter of Phi Mu was colonized at JSU in June of
1970. Since that time, the sisters have participated in
philanthropy projects which benefit causes such as Project
Hope and the Children’s Miracle Network. Phi Mu was
awarded the highest GPA during the yearly Greek awards.
They participated in Homecoming with Delta Chi. Phi Mu
participated in many social events with various fraternities
throughout the year.

P hi M u

Here are some of the Phi Mu's and mem
bers of other sororities working on the
Boy's Ranch of Anniston. They helped re
do many rooms and worked on the lawn
outside as one of their service projects.
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P i K a p p a P h i

Pi Kappa Phi was founded at JSU in March of
1972. Their colors are Blue, Gold, and White.
Their flower is the red rose. Their philanthropy
is PUSH America.
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Many brothers of Pi Kap attended the mid-year
leadership conference in Charlotte,NC this past
year. They learned many tools that would be helpful
during RUSH. Pi Kap said good-bye to their chapter
advisor, Clyde McSpadden, who has served for
advisor of this chapter for over 25 years. PUSH
America was Pi Kap’s main focus this last year,
They spent a lot of time on this philanthropic en
deavor.
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S ig m a G a m m a R h o

Sigma Gamma Rho was founded at JSU in April of 1992. Their
colors are Royal Blue and old gold. Their flower is the yellow tea
rose. Their mascot is the poodle.
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M u X i

Sigma Gamma Rho's philanthropy is Project
Reassurance, Afri-Care, UNCF, National Foun
dation, and the March of Dimes.
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Sigma N u
Iota Lambda

President
John Suckow
"Our brotherhood is
m ade close by the pres
ence of love, truth, and
honor. This provides us
w ith very strong friend
sh ip s and even stronger
brotherhoods."

Sigma Nu was founded at JSU in 1975. They carry a strong tradition of
brotherhood and loyalty to their fraternity. The brothers pride themselves in
their work with their philanthropies. They are actively involved with Kitty
Stone Elementary School. They raised money to rebuild the playground at
the school and to help with Kitty Stone’s fall festival. They raise money by
working at Atlanta Falcons games, Talladega races, and at concerts. When
not busy with charitable events, the brothers host activities such as the
Lexington Tri-Ad mixer with ATO and KA, Founders Day Golf Tourna
ment, the Undertaker’s Catillion (Halloween), and the annual Shipwreck
party. The brothers participated in their Nationals on March 12-14 in
Lexington, VA. Sigma Nu had a very eventful and fun year.

Patrick Anderson
Joseph Armstrong
Troy Armstrong
John Awbrey
Dodd Biatt

Eric Bourne
David Chambers
Lew Culberson
Shawn Dodge
Joshua Fuller

Noah Garrett
Paul McDonald
Erik Mikell
Lee Moragues
Robert Neill

Micah Pittman
Ted Starnes
John Suckow
Tyce Terry
Greg Wassom
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Sigma Phi Epsilon
Theta

President
Rusty Hughes
“Sigma Phi Epsilon is one
of the strongest
brotherhood's on this cam
pus. This is due to our
diversity as well as our
willingness to all work
together for the common
good of the greek commu
nity as well as our own
brotherhood. We strive to
excel academically as well
as socially. Our brother
hood is definitely stronger
due to our dedication to
our chapter.’“

The brothers of Sigma Phi Epsilon had a very eventful and exciting Fall and
Spring.They participated in various philanthropic endeavors which raised
money for their chosen philanthropy. They sold raffle tickets which raised
money for the Brain Tumor Foundation. They also worked the Talladega
races, participated in car washes, and held a pledge brother auction to raise
money for their philanthropy. Aside from their charitable contributions, the
brothers of Sig Ep sent four members to CONCLAVE on August 18-22.
CONCLAVE is the National Convention held in Chicago, IL. They also
participated in their regionals in Mobile. In Sig Ep’s spare time, they held
many memorable social events. At Halloween, the “Cover Girls” played for
Sig Ep’s costume party. After the Troy State game, “Members Only” was
featured at Sig Ep. Sig Ep also had a Homecoming party, a Mardi Gras party
and the annual Southern Comfort Formal. Sig Ep was successful in 98-99.

Mike Alman
Jeff Atkins
Joel Babcock
Chad Blevins
Mac Brewer

Stan Bruner
Scott Cheatwood
Ty Dunaway
Michael Ealy
Cory Freundenburg

David Glass
Brian Harbison
Joseph Harbison
Mike Harbison
Joel Harvey

Adam Hearn
Pete Horn
Rusty Hughes
Brian Jenkins
Craig Lattimer

Grahem Meharg
William Miller
Gary Mintier
Shawn Parnell
John Robinson

Ed Strempel
Jason Thompson
Damon Towery
Todd Van Dine
Steven Williams

SIGMA PHI EPSILON 145

T a u K a p p a E p s ilo n

Tau Kappa Epsilon was founded at JSU in 1995.
They support their respective philanthropies which
are Special Olympics and the Salvation Army. TKE
holds social events such as Trick -or-Teke, Tiki
Island, and Long Island Teke.
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7 0 9

This TKE was awarded the title of "Big Man
on Campus" at the first annual men's talent
show sponsored by Zeta Tau Alpha. Here,
Corey Clark stands with Miss JSU, Amanda
Laughlin after winning the contest. He was
sponsored by TKE.
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Zeta Phi Beta

Zeta Phi Beta was chartered at JSU in Octo
ber of 1988. Since that time, the members
have upheld their ideals of scholarship, sis
terly love, community service, and finer wom
anhood.
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A ZETA...
What does it mean to be a Zeta?
It means excellence, courage, and love.
It means purity and peace.
For Zeta is truly like a dove.
Zeta means compassion,
Hard work,saying, “I will” and not “I would."
Zeta is the epitome of true sisterhood.
Zeta, oh sweet Zeta, always held in the highest
esteem,Sisterly love, cultural advancement, working for all,
That’s what Zeta means.
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Z e ta Tau A lp h a
Zeta Psi

President
Jessica Barker
"Zeta Tau Alpha has provided
me with so many skills that
will benefit me in the future. I
have learned valuable lessons
from leadership experiences
and my relationships with my
sisters. It is such an honor to
not only be a part of such an
outstanding group of college
women, but to also serve as
their president. Pledging Zeta
Tau Alpha is one of the best
decisions I ever made and my
life is better because of it."

Zeta Tau Alpha was founded at Longwood College in Farmville, Virginia
on October 1 5 , 1898. The Zeta Psi chapter at JSU began on December 6,
1969. Zeta's philanthropy is the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Founda
tion. This year these ladies raised several thousand dollars for this cause.
They also won numerous awards both nationally and locally on the JSU
campus. At the Centennial convention Zeta Psi chapter was given a
crown chapter award, a quota award, and a major donor award. On the
local level, ZTA won the following awards: Panhellenic delegate of the
year, Philanthropy award, Intramural champions, Greek Week champi
ons, and Sorority of the year. ZTA was also proud to have two represen
tatives, Amanda Laughlin and Lisa Braden, in the Homecoming court.
Amanda also won the title of Miss JSU this year. Zeta also hosted a new
event at JSU this year, the Big Man on Campus competition which raised
money for breast cancer research.

Valerie Beck
Holli Blass
Lisa Braden
Amy Broadway
Mary Cash
Julie Chapman

Ginny Conner
Andie Cox
Jennifer Cumbie
Allison Eason
Kelly Finn
Katie Fowler

Shannon Galloway
Nancy Gilmer
Amy Ginn
Sarah Ginn
Brianna Harper
Erin Henley

Corey Hollis
Lisa Hunter
Natalie Johnson
Jennifer Jones
Kim Kelton
Amanda Laughlin

Jessica Lee
Emily McAllister
Amanda McCoy
Mandi McQueen
Ali Pearlstein
Amber Reid

Kelly Rhinehart
Jamie Rotters
Jency Sharp
Shannon Smith
Tonya Spillman
Libby Taylor

Lori Turner
Bethany Vinson
Heather Webb
Jamie Whatley
Kristie Wilkinson
Erin Wilson

Athletics

For most of their lives, athletes train. They train to
become winners. No more valued lesson can be taught
in life than the lesson of defeat. It humbles you, yet
makes you stronger. You get that taste in your mouth of
victory, and it tastes good. You strive with every muscle
in your body to obtain a victory every time you com
pete.
It takes dedication, determination, and doing it again
and again. You won't get anywhere if you don't prac
tice. If you don't play to win, then you shouldn't be on
the team. Sports: it's not just a game...it's a way of life.
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Student Coach Billy Matthews

Offensive Line coach
explains a play to the line, as they take a
break and let the defense do some work.

Every coach on the team has an impor
tant job to do, whether it be warming up
the players before the game, or telling the
quarterback which play to call or work
ing with them in the weight room.
Coaches put in a full day's work every
day.
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Profile: Billy M atthew s
____ Learning From Experience____
Billy Matthews is a student football
coach for the Gamecocks. Student
coaching offers a great opportunity for
students wanting to pursue a coaching
career. Some of the responsibilities
include: breaking down game videos,
doing scouting reports, and helping
with the special teams. They also assist
the coaches and help make the practice
schedules. Matthews feels that this
teaches one how to be responsible and
also how to help players get ready for
games. Coach Matthews feels that this
year's team has great character and
each game means a lot to each player.
"This team plays with a lot of heart and
desire. They are hungry to win," says
Matthews, (photo Sports Information)

Fans always expect so much from a foot
ball team and its coaches. Coach Will
iams has done well under the pressure of
being a new coach, improving the season
record from 1-10to7-4. Way to go coach!!!

It must take more than
patience to coach these
guys. They're so big, they
don't have to listen to any
body but their mama.
The 1998-1999 Jackson
ville State University
Sports Trainers.
Head: Jim Skidmore
(left) Assistant: Eric
Johnson (right)
I

Here's a look back at some of JSU's greats. This picture shows Gamecock football players from 1955.
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Senior quarterback Montressa Kirby swings left to
complete a pass to his receiver down field. (photo: Ed
Hill)
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SENIORS
JAX STATE FOOTBALL
There's an old saying by famous college bas
ketball coach John Wooden and that is “Sports do
not build character. They reveal it." For Game
cock seniors Montressa Kirby and Eurosius
Parker, there is certainly a lot of truth in that.
Even though the Gamecocks ended their season
against Troy State a couple of weeks ago, the
team has very little to hang their heads about.
They’ve made one of the largest turnarounds in
college football this season. In the Gamecocks'
previous two seasons, they had a combined total
of two wins. This season they finished with a 74 record and even had hopes for the Division IAA playoffs. Kirby and Parker are two of the
reasons why the Gamecocks had such a dramatic
turnaround.
"The way I look at it, last year we were 1-10.
There were a lot of games that were really close,”
says Parker. "This year we just grew up and
learned how to win those close games. We took
it to another level. We had a lot of leadership and
we just learned how to become a family."
“We decided from the last game last year against
Troy that we wanted to put forth more effort,"

says Kirby. "We wanted to do all that we could to
turn things around and we did. We went 7-4 and
that's a pretty decent record from being 2-20 over
the last two years.”
In the finale against Troy State, Parker came
away with two records. The dangerous return
man captured the most punt return yards in a
season as well as the most kickoff return yards in
a single season at JSU. But, the records don’t
mean a lot to Parker. The loss to Troy does. “It
hurts not beating our rival." Parker said. "Their
records didn't mean much since our season’s
over.”
Kirby leaves the Gamecocks as the only player
in school history to rush for over 1,000 yards and
throw for over 6,000 yards in a career. He is also
JSU’s All-Time Total Offense leader with 7,528
yards. This season alone, he accounted for 21
touchdowns (seven rushing and 14 passing). In
the last two years, Kirby has set a whopping 16
new school records and 14 different Division IAA marks.
Shannon Fagan
Chanticleer Sports

Joey Hamilton fights his way
free from the grasp of a Geor
gia Southern defender to run
for a Gamecock first down.

Erosious Parker, #3, broke tackles and
records this year. Parker fights his way
free from a defender to take it over the
goal line for a Gamecock TOUCH
DOWN!!!

There's the snap. The kick is up ...and it's
good!!! Gamecock kicker Brad Prince
came to the rescue several times this year
by kicking it perfectly through the up
right. In many games, field goals deter
mine who walks away a winner.
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JSU 1982 Women’s Track Team
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JSU Sports...Memories

1965-1966 JSU Baseball Team
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LIFE
IN THE TRENCHES
There is nothing like lining up against a 295 or 300
pound opponent and knowing it is just him or you.
Most people don't know, but it all starts up front in
the trenches. That is the space between the offensive
line and the defensive line. I'm a defensive tackle
and it is real tough to play this position. Anyone who
plays this position has to go through a lot of pain and
has to be able to keep going. For example, when you
have been through ten plays and the other team just
got a first down, you find your legs going numb and
you're grasping for air. Somehow you have to fight

aren't the smallest men on the field, which keeps
them from being able to run like a rabbit. An
other reason they have to be able to take pain is
that they use their hands a lot. That means their
hands take a real beating. Broken, dislocated,
jammed, bruised and cut hands are just a few of
the injuires defensive line players suffer from. A
thing that keeps a player going is knowing that
this is the only sport that allows you to hit
another person as hard as you can and it be
perfectly legal—and actually encouraged. That
seems sad, but for some people that is all they
look forward to. The determination to play the
game is what drives football players to go through
the blood and sweat of practices and games.
Adam Skipper
Junior Defensive End

One cannot begin to imagine the strength and determination it
takes to be a lineman. Whether it be offense or defense, the job at
holding your own ground it a tough one. There is no room for the
weak and light-hearted. It's all about guts and glory. The JSC
defensive line makes a crucial stop against MTSU.
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No fear! A JSU defensive lineman takes
down a MTSU player with force and tech
nique. Players have to learn how to grab,
hold on to, and takedown their opposing
team players.

"Hey, get off of my hand!" Nothing
feels as good as when five guys,
weighing an average of 260, are piled
upon you. But players are like Timex
watches...they take a licking and
keep on ticking!
Defensive player Riley takes a Kat
down at a JSU home game. Can't you
just hear the crowd cheering, as he
slams the running back into the
ground?!

The Jacksonville State Offensive Line joins hands to become as one, realizing that football is a team sport...no one can do
it alone.
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Go Tiger Cats?
Kirby, Parker, and Bonner Sign With CFL
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Montressa Kirby, JSU's record breaking quarterback from Anniston, along with teammates Eurosius
Parker and Ronald Bonner have signed a contract to play for the hamilton Tiger Cats of the Canadian
Football League.
"I am excited about getting a shot in this league, and knowing Eurosius and Ronald were going there
made my decision a lot easier," Kirby said. "Right now I have to concentrate on getting my arm in
condition. In the CFL, receivers run a lot of deep routes, and I have to be able to put the ball there on
time."
Last year, Kirby led the Gamecocks to a 7-4 record being named Southland Football League
Offensive Player of the Year in the process. Overall, Kirby owns 16 school records including the record
for total offense in a career with 7,398 yards.
In his stellar career, Kirby amassed a total of 6,587 yards passing and 1.101 yards rushing being the
first Gamecock to ever pass for more than 6,000 yards as well as rush for more than 1,000 yards.
In 1998, Kirby was named First Team All-SFL Quarterback. He threw for 2,271 yards, and rushed
for an additional 310 yards. He also accounted for 22 of JSU's 32 touchdowns.
Kirby's best season statistically was in 1997 when he threw for 2,817 yards with 17 touchdowns.
Parker, a native of Greenville, was an outstanding cornerback and return specialist during his career
at Jax State. Last season, he set the school record for most kickoff return yards in a season with 619. He
also set the mark for most punt return yards in a single season with 477. On the defensive side of the
ball, his 13 career interceptions ranks him in a tie for third on JSU's all-time list.
For his efforts in '98, Parker was chosen as Honorable Mention All-American, First Team All-SFL
Return Specialist, and Second Team All-SFL Defensive Back.
"It's always exciting when you get a chance to play football again. With the bigger field (120 yards
long, 60 yards wide, and 20-yard endzones), I know I'm going to have to adapt to a different style,"
Parker said.
Bonner, a transfer from Georgia Military College, left JSU with a very impressive resume including
a coulple of school records of his own. Bonner set the school record of most receiving yards in a season
with 1,010 and most catches in a season with 62 in 1997. Bonner finished his career at JSU with 100
catches good for fifth all-time, and his total of 1,639 receiving yards places him in fourth place.
"It would be fun just to get another chance to play with these guys. I like the style of CFL football.
I know they (Tiger Cats) had one receiver last year who caught 98 passes," Bonner commented. " I think
the bigger field offers a better opportunity to make big plays."
Mike Galloway
Sports Information Director

Kirby #11
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(r ig h t )

Parker #3 ( a b o v e )

It takes hardwork and dedication to be a Gamecock,
Bonner #1

(above)

(left)
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1982 JSU Golf Team

Hey Golf Team, Do know any of these team members?
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The Cocky of 1982-1983

Cocky supports the Gamecocks in any sport.
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IT ENDS W ITH A W IN!
It was a night of mixed emotions. The 1998-99 JSU basketball team wasn't quite what
everyone had hoped for. However, the Gamecocks came away with a win on their final
appearance at Pete Mathews Coliseum this year. The Runnin' Gamecocks beat the Campbell
Camels 68-60 in the final two minutes of the game!
It was a sad night also. David Ash, the only senior on the team, was honored with a
standing ovation during the pre-game festivities. His twin sons and his father were there to
support his gallant effort to take center court and receive his praise. There were other seniors
there too. Senior cheerleaders, band members, and students made their final show in the gym
they have sat in for four years.
Coach Turgeon can breathe a sigh of relief now, and work on a better team for next year.
He can look back on the season...not to dwell on his mistakes, but to look at the learning
experiences he has been a part of. Remember that bad years do not necessarily reflect bad
coaching. Sometimes you just have to have a few years of rebuilding to make you appreciate
the winning years. At least the Gamecocks made an undying effort to give their fans one last
thrill of victory before the season ended. It's always fun to end with a win!
Robin Hayes
Mimosa Sports

1998-1999

Basketball
Schedule
TEAM NAME
EAST CAROLINA 61
53
Miss. Valley State 84
75
GA. Southern 54
65
Florida A&M 92
87
Alabama
44
87
Miss. State 54
73
West Georgia 83
81
Brewton-Parker78 49
UAB
59
79
Morehead State60 64
MERCER
73
80
(OT) JSU
Them
TROY STATE70
78
Samford
57
82
CENTENARY54
64
Campbell
60
73
GEORGIA STATE 63
66

CENTRAL FL64
FLORIDA ATL84
Stetson
59
Jacksonville, FL51
SAMFORD 55
Georgia State 40
CAMPBELL 68
Centenary

82
73
44
72
68
73
60

The Jacksonville State University Men's Basketball team.
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PLAYING FO R A BID
Women's Basketball
For the second time in three

JSU had an unimpressive 3-5

Jax State wound up going on a

seasons, the 1999 women's bas

record going into Trans America six game winning streak in the

ketball team at Jacksonville State

Athletic Conference play. Head conference and for the first time

University found itself playing

coach Dana Austin and crew had since moving to Division I, saw a

for an automatic bid to the NCAA

mixed feelings after losing senior real chance of contending for the

Tournament. Unfortunately,JSU

point guard Shneka Whaley early number one spot in the tourna

couldn't get past the University

in the fourth game, with a season ment. Austin was seeing good

of Central Florida's Golden

ending knee injury.

things from junior Lisa Baswell,

Knights, who were the number

"Our goal every year is to make

who at the time was averaging

one seed in the Trans America

post-season tournament and then

over 22 points per game, as well

Athletic Conference Tournament.

to play for the TAAC champion

as junior Heather Mayes and

Jax State was upended by UCF,

ship," said Austin. "We really

sophomore Lateatrice Thomas.

80-59 in the championship game.

wondered if we could reach our

At the beginning of the year,

goals after Shneka got hurt."

The Jacksonville State Women in a
game against Troy State University.
(a b o v e)

Head Coach Dana Austin
(rig h t)
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M AKING TH E ASSIST
Coach Shane Browder
Being a head coach of a major sport in col
lege demands a lot of time...or at least it does
from Coach Dana Austin. I decided to let her
have some free time and interview her right
hand man.
Shane Browder is the assistant coach of
JSU's Women's basketball Team. He gets to
see the action at and behind the scenes, putting
in his advice and suggestions along the way.
He expressed how great the season had
been this year. "Everyone understood their
roles and stuck with the plan," said Browder.
He said the season was successful, even though
they had to move people around to different
positions. The team really came together and
played as one, without complaining about their
position on the court.

Hard work and dedication was the name of
the Lady Gamecocks' game this year. Seniors
Betsy, Laura, and Karen stepped up and led the
team like seniors should. They got a great
conference start, and felt sure they would be on
the road to the Big Dance.
Every game was thrilling to the very end.
The Ladies' actions spoke louder than words.
"They never gave up for one second," said
Browder.
The team was a very studious one. They
took their books with them on the road games,
and really cared about being good students and
good examples to others around them. Jack
sonville State University can be proud to have
such successful, hard-working girls on their
campus. And whether on or off the court, the
girls and the coaches make a huge difference in
JSU Athletics. GO GAMECOCKS!
Robin Hayes
Mimosa Sports
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The Jacksonville State Lady Gamecock Basketball team.
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Not this time! Melanie Linder makes
sure the ball goes back over the net...and
into the face of a Troy State player.
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"N ETW O RKIN G "
JSU Women’s Volleyball
The JSU volleyball team gave
outstanding effort this year. Let's
recap their 1998 season.
Head coach Jose Rivera led the
Lady Gamecocks to a 16-18 record
during the 1998 season and a trip
to the Trans America Athletic
Conference Tournament. The
Lady Gamecocks ended regular
season play in second place in the
western division of the confer
ence. JSU was defeated in the
first round of tournament play
by the eventual TAAC Champi
ons Florida Atlantic University,
3-0

With her powerful technique, Lisa May
prepares to score another Gamecock
point.

Senior Amy Reaves was named
TAAC Player of the Week for her
performance during the week of
September 22nd at the Southern
Illinois Tournament, where she also
was named All-Tournam ent.
Reaves was named to the second
TAAC All-Conference team.
Collectively, Jax State ranked
second in the conference in blocks
per game, averaging 2.06, with se
nior Melanie Linder placing fifth
individually (one block per game).
Reaves ended the season third in
the conference in kills per game
with 3.44.
Michelle Miller
Sports Information

Jenni Williamson sets
the ball for the kill. In
volleyball, you have to
dig it, spike i t , set it, and
play it with all your
heart.

With her speed and strength, middle hit
ter Amy Reaves sends the ball over the
net with great force.

These seniors stand tall as they fight for a
Gamecock victory. In volleyball, there is
no time for rest. Players have to expect
the unexpected, because you never know
when the ball will be hit to you.

The 1998-1999 Jacksonville State University Lady Gamecock Volleyball Seniors.

Women’s Volleyball 179

J

s
u

You've Gotta Kick A Little
Four names from the very first JSU
women's soccer roster remain for what will
be their fourth and final season. Amy
Buchanan, Angela Camp, Angela Culpepper
and Megan Steinebach came to JSU to help
build a competitive soccer program and they
have lasted throughout the duration. After
four years of hard work, dedication and
loyalty, the leadership of these young ladies
has proven to be the foundation Coach Lisa
Howe has been striving for since day one of
Lady Gamecock soccer.
Division I soccer did prove to be very
competitive as the inagural season did not
wind up as the Lady Gamecocks had hoped.
With a 4-12-1 record under its belt, JSU
nursed its wounds and chalked up the 1995
season to growth and a learning experience.

As popularity of the sport grew, so did
the number of wins for JSU. "It was and still
is new for the town," said Amy Buchanan.
"It is different and I think many of the people
who come to watch us want to see what
soccer is all about."
The support seemed to help Jax State, it
ended the 1996 season with a 6-12-1 record
and posted a 8-12-1 overall record in 1997. In
their final season as Lady Gamecocks, the
seniors helped to bring the team's record to
11-7 overall. Congratulations to JSU's first
senior class in soccer!
Sports Information

JSU Coach Lisa Howe "kicks" an idea
around in her mind. She wonders if
another play would help execute a
victory for her soccer team.

Soccer is a very high-energy sport. The
players are constantly moving and
must be in excellent shape. However,
when the game is over and the victory
is counted, the JSU ladies take off their
playing gear and long for a recliner.

Look! It's the karate kid! No, even
better...it's Ceilidh Beck preparing to
score a goal.
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Between practicing and playing soccer,
and going to class, there isn't much free
time. But, the team did manage to take
the time to support the women's volley
ball team at one of their home matches.
Senior Amy Buchanan looks downfield
to try and steal the ball. (Amy was nomi
nated for the Eagle Owl award this year.
During her career at JSU, she set the
school career record for most points (77),
most goals (29) and most game-winninggoals. She also served as the team cap
tain for the 1998 year.)

Junior Andrea Poole battles a UTM op
ponent for the ball.

The 1998-1999 Jacksonville State University Lady Gamecock Soccer Team. This year, the soccer team has its first
senior class. Senior members are: Amy Buchanan, angela Camp, Angela Culpepper, and Megan Steinebach.
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CROSS CO UNTRY
Coach Dick Bell
JSU's Department of Health, Physical Education and Recreation
(HPER) recently honored two of its retired faculty members as their
1998-99 Alumni of the Year.
Alumnus of the Year went to Dick Bell of Jacksonville. Bell
received his B.S. from JSU in 1968 and his M>S. in 1974. He then
became JSU's Intramural Sports Director in 1975.
During his tenure, Bell held offices as President of the College
Association; Vice President of Recreation for the State Association
and Vice President of Recreation for the State Association and Vice
President of the Southern district of HPER. He also served as a
teacher and coach for three years at Lipscomb Junior High School
and Weaver High school and continues to be active in JSU's Track
and Cross Country teams.

Far Right: Kelly
Brooks gives it her
all in one of the
races of the sea
son.
Right: Dana
Cronin, one of the
members of the
Cross Country
team that puts
forth their utmost
effort into every
race.

Courtesy: Gem of the Hills

Below: Coach Dick
Bell at home meet.

Left: Coaches
Dick Bell and Don
McGarey at the
Jax State Invita
tional .
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Right On Target
JSU Rifle
JSU's rifle team is one
of the best sports JSU has
to offer, however, they
are overlooked. The Mi
mosa wants to take a spe
cial look into the life of
one of the team's best
competitions: Lucinda
Roddy.
Roddy is a senior from
Livonia, Michigan. She
has a cumulative GPA of
2.94, majoring in English.
Roddy is a three time Na
tional Rifle Association
Sm allbore Rifle AllAmerican for 1997, 1998
and 1999. She is also a
two time National Rifle
Association Air Rifle AllAmerican for 1997 and
1998. She served as team
captain her senior year.
In 1999, she was a
member of the Smallbore
Rifle team that finished
seventh in the nation. In
1998, she was a member
of the Smallbore and Air
Rifle teams that finished
fifth in the nation. She
finished fourth nation
ally in the Smallbore Rifle

individual competition,
and ninth in Air Rifle. In
1997, she led the Air Rifle
team that finished fourth
in the nation. She placed
ninth in the Air Rifle indi
vidual competition. And
in 1996, she was a member
of the Air Rifle team that
finished in sixth place in
the nation.
Lucinda was the recipient
of JSU's Eagle Owl Award.
This award is given to a
senior female athlete who
possesses several outstand
ing qualities. To be nomi
nated, the student-athlete
must be a starter or impor
tant reserve her senior sea
son and carry a 2.5 cumula
tive grade point average or
higher. The student-ath
lete must excel in her sport
and be a positive role model
for others. All participat
ing years may go into con
sideration. Congratula
tions Lucinda!

JSU Senior Rifle Team member Lucinda Roddy.

The 1998-1999 Jacksonville State University Rifle Team.
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A Sport Played to
a"Tee"
Women's Golf
Four years ago, Jacksonville
State started the women's golf
program. Now the foundation
has been set for years to come.
This past season the Lady
Gamecocks won their second
tournament, claiming the Jaguar
Invitational. Maria Borjessonalso
claimed the individual title in that
event, becoming only the second
Lady Gamecock to win an indi
vidual title. Erin Elias won the
Southern Miss Invitational in
1996.
At one point during the sea
son, JSU was ranked 80th in the
nation. They had top five fin
ishes at the Lady Cougar Invita
tional, Lady Rebel Intercollegiate,

and the TAAC Championship,
where they finished fourth. Se
nior Erin Elias led the Lady Game
cocks in stroke average with
79.67--she has three top ten fin
ishes and five top 20's. Senior
Vicki Hanks was second on the
team in stroke average with 80.05,
two top ten wins, and three top
20's.
The future of the Lady Game
cocks restswith Borjesson, Marie
Mattfolk, and Jody Swier. With a
winning foundation set, the Lady
Gamecocks now set their goals
higher, as they strive for their
first TAAC championship.
—JSU Sports Information

Men's Golf
Hot and Cold. Day and Night.
That was the difference between
JSU in the four events of the sea
son, and the last seven.
In those first four tournaments,
the Gamecocks best finish was
tenth at the Gary Kock Invita
tional. In between they finished
11th, 14th, and tied for 11th in
another tournament.
But in the last tournament of
the fall, the Gamecocks showed
promise for the spring. They
claimed the Anchor Bank Inter
collegiate by shooting four under
par. Jeremy McGatha finished
2nd place in the individual competi
tion.
During the spring, the Game
cocks worst finish was a tie for
sixth. They finished in second
place at the Jacksonville Univer
sity invitational and the Lonnie
D. Small Intercollegiate. A tie for
sixth at the New Orleans Classic
was the low point of the spring. A
tie for fourth in the SLU Mardi
Gras Invitational set up a third

place finish at the Amoco Ulti
mate-Young Oil Intercollegiate.
That all led to JSU holding the
lead after the first round of the
TAACToumament.Thehost school,
Campbell, came back and held
off Jacksonville State. The Game
cocks finished runner-up in the
TAAC Tournament for the second
straight year.
Junior Ramiro Perez led the
Gamecocks with a 72.8 stroke
average. Perez also claimed the
individual honors at the Jackson
ville University Invitational.
Sophomore Jeff Corr finished in a
tie for second in the TAAC Tour
nament, and finished in sixth
place at the Anchor Bank Inter
collegiate. Corr finished the sea
son with a 73.27 stroke average.
The Gamecocks look to im
prove on last season's strong fin
ish and possibly claim their sec
ond TAAC championshipin four
years.
—JSU Sports Information
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N othin' But "L ove"

J
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Try and Match Our Team
With one of the toughest schedules that
the school has ever put together, both men's
and women's tennis teams had successful
campaigns in 1998.
The men opened their season with a six
game road trip, and lost their first four
matches, International, Florida Atlantic,
and Charleston Southern.
Upon their arrival home, JSU lost to
Georgia State again, 7-0. Then the Game
cocks won three of their next four. Beating
belmont, Centenary, and South Carolina
state. Their only loss during that streak
was to UT-Chattanooga.
The Gamecocks then hit the road again,
this time for six more matches. Jax State
was only able to pull out one win on the
trip, beating Jacksonville University, 5-4.
Losses came to South region powerhouse
UAB, TAAC rivals Samford, Troy State,
Stetson, and Central Florida.

u
Above: The 1999 Women’s team
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JSU closed out the regular season beating
Mercer on the road, 4-3, and finished the regular
season in ninth place in the TAAC. There, in the
conference tournament, JSU lost to number eight
seed College of Charleston, 4-3. They finished
the season with a 5-14 record.
The women also had a tough schedule, yet
fared a little bit better against the tough compe
tition. After opening the season with losses to
Georgia State and Florida Atlantic, the Lady
Gamecocks beat Mercer, 6-3.
The Ladies fell to Georgia Southern and the
College of Charleston on the road trip to
charleston. They did beat Charleston Southern,
5-4, to go 1-2 on the trip.
In the first round of the TAAC Tournament,
JSU lost to Samford 5-4, and finished the season
with a 7-10 record.
Michelle Miller, Sports Information

Above: The 1999 Men’s Team
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S o f t b a l l
190 Sports

he JSU women's softball team saw post-season play in
the Trans America Athletic Conference Tournament for
the fourth consecutive year. The Lady Gamecocks were
defeated in the game three of the tournament by Campbell
University, 1-0. In the double elimination tournament, Florida
Atlantic, the eventual TAAC Champions, defeated Jax State in
game five of the tournament, 3-0.
The Lady Gamecocks had convincing wins over Mississippi
State, Troy State, and Louisiana Tech during the 1999 season, all
top 25 teams.
Junior Christine Tucker (BA-.309, 34 runs scored, 19 stolen
bases) was named First Team All-Conference for her duties at
second base. Named tot he Second Team was sophomore
catcher Lauren Buck (BA-.349, 16 doubles, 5HR).
Juniors Michelle Uribe (BA-.293, 8 doubles) and Julie Bolard
(45 hits, 30 runs scored) were named to the Third Team, as well
as Buck as pitcher (ERA 2.13, Overall Record 12-7).

T

Right: Working together as
a team, not just any one
person's achievements, was
most important throughout
the season.

Below: The 1999 Lady Gamecock
softball team poses proudly
for a picture.

Softball
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THERE'S ALWAYS
SOMETHING TO
CHEER ABOUT

Junior Varsity Cheerleading Squad.

Varsity Cheerleading Squad
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JACKSONVILLE
STATE VARSITY
CHEERLEADERS
NAME Cheering Years
at JSU
Steve Attkinson l
Vickie Bridgemon
3
Tara Burns
1
Joey Canada 4
Tashia Canada 3
Beth Cousins 1
Scott Dyer
2
Eeron Graves 1
Robin Hayes 2
Emily Powell 1
Chris Roper 2
Ed Strempel 2
Steven Turner 1
Steve Zapowskil

Cheerleaders 201

A BIRD BY ANY
OTHER NAME
JUST WOULDN'T BE
THE SAME

Above: It takes time and dedication
to be a school's mascot. One of his
favorite things is riding in the home
coming parade every year.

"Go Eagle Owls!" would be the resounding
cry from Paul Snow Stadium today if ardent fans
hadn't decided 50 years ago that the school
mascot should be a bird of a different feather.
Jacksonville State University's first football
team was fielded in the late 1800's and nick
named in honor of a rare predatory bird found
near the arctic circle.
The exact details are lost to history, but a
group of fans decided it was hard for the school's
image to soar like an eagle if the team's name
was som ething of a turkey.
People like E.C. Wilson, Bruce
Chase and Charles Sprayberry
felt a more collegiate-sounding
moniker would be more appro
priate.
The supporters looked to
Southern culture rather than the
north pole to sym bolize the
school's tough spirit. Tongue
firmly planted in beak, Game
cock supporters crowed the loud
est, and the University found it
self with a new identity: a mas
cot familiar to everyone, includ
ing the farm boys who comprised
most of the student body back
then.
For nearly a half century-up
until 1946- the fledgling Eagle
Owls hooted with pride from the
scanty facilities adjacent to the
field at John Forney National
Guard Armory.
The story goes that there were

Above Right: Cocky loves to act up and
cause a comotion. Here, Cocky is direct
ing the band in the fight song.
Right: One of the most important jobs
Cocky has is to interact with the crowd.
Cocky is able to fire up these sorority
girls at the pep rally...maybe it's because
he's such an irresistible bird!
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two camps—those who wanted to keep the Eagle
Owl nickname and those who wanted new col
ors. Legend has it that a compromise was worked
out: new colors for a new mascot. It was all
worked out by 1947 when the Fighting Game
cocks took to the field for the first time. And, as
is true to the nature of the warlike bird itself, the
football team and other athletes fought their
way to respectability in intercollegiate ranks-eventually bringing home a national champion
ship.

Left: The Gamecocks are number one!!!
Cocky will is always the first to let every
one know where the Gamecocks stand.
Below: Sometimes Cocky's antics are so
crazy, that even the fans aren't sure what
he is going to do next.

Jacksonville State University is proud to call Cocky its bird. The battle cry of GO GAMECOCKS can
be heard all over the spirited JSU campus. Cocky has come to symbolize the true spirit of JSU athletics.
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Organizations
Organizations help JSU students get involved
in the community, in the school and learning
more a bout their field of study. Some of the
organizations offered at JSU are The March
ing Southerners, NAACP, African American
Association, Student Government Association
and many othersThese organizations were
formed with the intention of improving the
quality of Jacksonville State University. Many
of them undertake projects, some large, some
small, in order to achieve the individual goals
of the groups.
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The Color Guard
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The Rifle Line

The Marching Southerners
Continuing on with their long standing tradition of excellence in musical
entertainment, the Southerners have many students with unmeasurable talents
that have made them simply the best!!!
The Early Years
Dr. John T. Finley
I am w riting som e thoughts as they occurred to m e in 1956,

m em bers usually used a scatter technique o f single file to

in the formation of, what was then, a radically new style o f

a rr iv e

at

d e s ig n a te d

lo c a tio n s

in

th e

p ic tu r e .

m arching and playing. These thoughts are only sketches that

T he pictures and m usic w ere selected according to the

tell o f the events and situation o f the time and som e o f the

individual picture or a them e that m ight be selected for the

changes that took place. It w ould not be practical to go into all

entire show.The musical style o f these bands w as a quiet,

the details involved in the teaching process reguarding the

restrained, “hom ogenized” sound. T he band played m arches,

production o f the sound and marching. Even at the date o f my

pop tunes, school songs for m arching and the them e m usic for

retirement, the marching and playing style o f T he Southerners

the picture.

revealed those basic concepts used by the earlier band. The

influenced by the sound o f the late nineteenth and early

band has evolved in instrum entation, size, and show design.

twentieth century bands o f Sousa, M oses, Pryor, etc. This

It has held the high standards o f perform ance and m arching

concept o f sound extended through the first h alf o f the century.

through the years and is alw ays an exciting and thrilling

Som e o f the better high school bands perform ed a precision

perform ance organization. A s far as I know, all the bands in

drill-intricate footw ork done in block form ation, using large

A labam a and, perhaps, over the entire Nation, w ere using

group o f baton tw irlers. Instead o f adding a group o f twirlers,

block form ation as a basis for field shows. T he show s largely

the drum m ajor w as a featured twirler. H e used a baton and

depended on the outlining o f pictures on the field. T he band

a whistle to give com m ands to the bands.

Even in the 1950’s, bands were still being

___________________________________(continued on the next page)

The Ballerinas

The Sabre Line
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Ken Bodiford, JSU’s Band director has
made great strides in improving the
number of participants in the marching
Southerners. Under his direction, the
Southerners have grown to 300 plus
members and are making their mark as
one of the strongest bands in the South
east.

The Percussion Line

Dedication is what it takes to be a member of JSU’s percussion line. The
members work hard to make synchronize their movements and perfect
their sound.
208 Organizations

State and U.S. flags, tumblers, clowns, and huge
bass drums were also used. O f course, there were
variations among the bands o f this period, including
the major university bands over the Nation.
I changed the block form ation to the m ore
spectacular open rank (com pany front), allow 
ing the sound to be heard m ore distinctly.
R ather than the traditional m ilitary type fan 
fare at the opening o f a show , I began using a
them e song. T he Stars Fell O n A labam a. I
added an exit fanfare using a part o f D ixie at the
end o f the sh o w , a rra n g e d by M r. Jerry
Y elverton, w ho had been a m em ber o f the
G lenn M iller Band. He w as my arranger until
Mr. John Knox becam e my assistant director
and arranger. M y tune. S ou th ern ers’ S pecial,
w hich later becam e a them e song for the S outh
erners, w as played as the band stepped o ff to
begin the field show . These three tunes were
standard “tradem ark” items in every show.
I did not use a squad o f m ajorettes; instead, the
M arching B allerinas. T h is g ro u p w a s s e p a 
ra te fro m th e b a n d . H ow ever, its m ain duty
w as to perform w ith the band. I organized the
B allerinas as a g roup o f dancers w ho also
m a r c h e d a n d p e r f o r m e d w ith th e S o u t h 
e rn e rs.

T he inspiration for the M arching B allerinas
w as the R ockettes o f R adio M usic Hall in New
York.
Changes were m ade to arrive at the Southern
ers’ “tradem ark" sound. Largely, the foundation
o f the first Southerne rs’ sound was that o f the
e x istin g B rass C h o ir. T h e S o u th e r n e r ’s
sh o c k ed m any o f the tra d itio n al band p eo p le
b e c au se it w as such a d e p a rtu re from the
sm all “ h o m o g e n iz e d " sou n d o f the b an d s in
th o se days. O ur goal w as to play as m usically
as possible and to be very spectacular. These
thoughts are a sketch o f some o f the changes that
occurred in the early development of the playing
and marching style o f the Southerners.
M uch o f the s u c c e ss o f the b an d w as the
w illin g n e s s o f the ban d m em b e rs to w ork
v ery h ard to p e rfe c t the re q u ire m e n ts o f a
new sy ste m o f m a rc h in g and p la y in g th at
w as v ery d iffe re n t from w h at th ey had been
d o in g in p re v io u s b an d s.
D e s p ite a fe w d o u b ts c o n c e r n in g w h e th e r
th is h a rd w o rk w a s g o in g to le a d to s o m e 
th in g s u c c e s s fu l, it d id n o t d e te r b a n d
m e m b e rs fro m w o rk in g h a rd a n d re c e iv in g
a s ta n d in g o v a tio n at o u r firs t h a lf-tim e
show .

Whether rain or shine, the Southerners support the
Gamecock’s and entertain the guests with spirited
music.

The Ballerinas really put
on a show!

The Southerners are not just a band they are a
family. The Southerners sing “I’ll Fly Away” after
practices and performances.
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The Marching Southerner’s...
through great leadership have become the best band in the Southeast!
Since their debut in 1956, Jacksonville State University’s Marching Southerners have been known as innova
tors in the marching band field. Original director John Finley began a trend towards experimentations and musi
cal challenges that was taken over by Dr. David Walters in 1961. In 1991, after 30 years of service to the South
erners and Jacksonville State, Dr. Walters retired and turned the reign of the band over to Dr. Scott McBride.
After serving as director of bands for nearly four years, Dr. McBride was replaced by the current JSU band direc
tor Kenneth G. Bodiford, who is in his fourth year with the band.
Bodiford, who came to Jacksonville State after earning his Master of Music from East Carolina University,
supervises the entire operation of the band while designing the show and selecting the music. The on-field
direction falls into the hands of drum majors Gena Inglis, Lee Phillips and Zack White.
Among the “firsts” for the Southerners were the use of flags in a performance and a drum-major who did not
use a baton. The Southerners are a bugle corps oriented unit, who employ precision drill while playing a variety
of music. With just over 300 members, Jacksonville State’s Marching Southerners are renowned for their sound,
showmanship, and quality performances. Accompanying the Southerners, are the Marching Ballerinas. This 38member precision dance team was started by Finley and is based on New York City’s famed Radio City Music
Hall Rockettes. They interact with the Southerners in the drill and they perform dance numbers.
The Marching Southerners and Ballerinas perform at all Jacksonville State University home football games and
appear at events ranging from Atlanta Falcon home games to the City of Birmingham’s annual Veteran’s Day
Parade. The Southerners made history by marching in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade in New York City on
November 28, 1996. When the Southerners aren’t performing at a JSU football game, they are playing at march
ing festivals across the southeast, acting as goodwill ambassadors from the “Friendliest Campus in the South.”

Assistant Director and Director
Mr. Clint Gillespie Mr. Kenneth Bodiford

Drum Majors
Lee Phillips Gena Inglis Zack White
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The Student Government Association has used effective lea de r
ship strategies since 1946 that have greatly attributed to the
success of JSU today. There are 35 S enators and an execu
tive com m ittee which consists of P resident Ryan K ruzinski,
Vice P resident G ina Orlando, Second Vice President Kellilyn
Johnson, Controller, Don Killingsworth and Director of Publicity
Janay Johnson. The executive officers are to execute and enforce
the code of laws at JSU and each office has its own function. The
Director of Publicity has the responsibility for assisting the President
and publicizing events on campus. The Contoller recognizes orga
nizations on campus and allocates funds accordingly. Second Vice
President heads the Student Activities counsel , plans activities for
JSU students. She has been responsible for such events as the
Semisonic and Sister Hazel concerts, and also invites comedians
and has “open mic “nights for students to share their talents. The
First Vice President serves as the President for the Senate. Our 35
Senators serve as a legislative body that amends changes to JSU ‘s
Constitution, writes resolutions, recognizes individuals on campus,
confronts important issues, and serves on multiple committees.
Lastly, the Judicial Branch upholds the laws and interprets them
accordingly. There is a lot of work involved in serving JSU: these
offices and the people who hold them are vital to the growth and well
being of JSU students.

GAMECOCK HOSTESSES
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PEER COUNSELORS

S tudent
G overnm ent
A s s o c ia tio n
S.G.A. OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Ryan Kruzinski

First Vice President

Gina Orlando

2nd vice President

Kellilyn Johnson
Controller

Don Killingsworth
Director of Publicity

Janay Johnson

1999-2000 PEER COUNSELORS

S.G.A. SENATORS
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A C A PELLA C H O I R
Lifting their voices up to Heaven, the members of the acapp
ella choir, led
by director Dr. Joel Knapp, were a source of enjoyment for many of the
members of the community

Acappella Choir 215

In ter national
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S tu d e n t

O r ganization

NAACP
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

“A Mission to Lead. The commitment to succeed.

The NAACP is the oldest, largest and strongest Civil
Rights Organization in the United States. It consists of
adult branches, college chapters and youth councils all
over this country. Although the Jacksonville State
University College Chapter has only been established
for about two years now, they have worked hard and
accomplished many of the goals set by this chapter and
the national organization as a whole.
Students who are members of this college chapter
are considered to be leaders and representatives of
JSU’s campus. Some of the goals defined by the
organization include: to be sure the students of JSU
realize the pertinence of their obtaining the best educa
tion available: to encourage students to be leaders to
the younger generations; and to be committed to “higher
learning.”
In the 1998-1999 Academic school year, the JSU
College Cha pter of NAACP has been active in promoting

President:
•

several activities on campus and in the neighboring
communities. This year’s activities include semi
nars, membership drives, a Unity Ball, a mentoring
program for the surrounding high schools, The Mr.
and Mrs Black JSU also representi ng the
Homecoming Pageant, and Homecoming Parade of
1998.
The principal objectives of this college chapter
are to promote a sense of unity on campus and to
ensure educational, political and social equality for
the students here at Jacksonville State University.
The JSU NAACP College Chapter serves as a
major voice for promoting student moral and partici
pation here at JSU. Although we are one of the
newest organizations on campus, we remain to be
the largest and strongest Civil Rights Organization
nationwide. We are the “Voice for Change!”

R y a n P. P a r k e r

1st V i c e P r e s i d e n t :

Tabitha Woods

2 n d Vice P r e s i d e n t :

Jamily Graves

3r d Vice P r e s i d e n t :

Tanya B u t l e r

S e c r e t a r y : C a n d i c e Welch
Treasurer:

Monica Goodlett

Faculty Advisor: D avidZeigler,
D i r e c t o r of M i n o r i t y A f f a i r s
NAACP 217

2 n d P la c e N a tio n a l: C + +
Left to Right: Matt Smiley and Josh Cooley, mem
bers of the Association of Information Technology
Professionals, placed 2nd in a national C++ pro
gramming competition in Arlington, Texas.

A

I T P

Advisor: Kay Gray

1 s t P la c e R e g i o n a l : V is u a l B a s ic

2 n d P la c e R e g io n a l: C O B O L

Left to Right: V ance H o ld erfield , G ena C ro n a n , M ark C a m p

Left to Right: Jay Jo h n so n , B everly Jo h n so n , a n d Jerem y S tew ard
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Society of Professional Journalists
SPJ is the largest journalism organization in the world. It is a non-profit,
voluntary association with a member ship of professionals and students
engaged in every area of journalism

S P J

C h a n tic le e r
Staff m em b e rs of th e C h a n tic lee r w e re resp o n sib le for a v a rie ty
of jobs, all o f w h ich w e re v e ry d e m a n d in g of a c o m m a n d of
co m m u n icatio n skills su ch as o u tsta n d in g w ritin g . T hey w ere
d e d ic a te d to m ee tin g th e d e a d lin e , a n d a ll-n ig h ters w e re n ot
u n u su a l. T he lig h t in th eir office b u rn e d b rig h t long a fter o th e r
s tu d e n ts h a d g o n e h o m e o r off to d o o th e r things. T hey w e re a
g ro u p th at, th o u g h in te n t on h a v in g a g o o d tim e, still m an a g e s
to g et th e job d o n e , a n d d o n e right.

Officers: Sherry Baldwin, Amber Moody,
Stacy Goode, and Phillip Attinger
Advisor: Dr. Robyn Eoff

T e le v is io n B r o a d c a s tin g
S tu d e n ts in v o lv ed in th is area of c o m m u n ic a tio n h a d to w o rk
v ery h a rd to learn th e p ro p e r e tiq u e tte to follow w h ile on air.
T he p ro p e r m an n e rism s, sty le o f d ress, a n d to n e of voice all
c o n trib u te to th e p o rtra y a l of a calm d e m e a n o r th a t is im p o rta n t
in a ttra c tin g a n a u d ien ce.
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Right: Wes Neyman, President of the Wesley Foun
dation, shows off his NITRO talents with his girl
friend, Resident Advisor Christa Rhinehart.

Below: Wesley Night is an exciting event open to all
students that happens every Monday Night. Differ
ent activities that build friendship and promote a
Christian attitude are offered to those attending.
Here people work together to compete in a toilet
paper fashion show.

Above: K. Jennings is seen with one of the children that the Wesley Foundation
volunteers aided after the tornadoes in Birmingham. Service activities such as these
are common for all member of the Wesley Foundation-they enjoy the opportunity to
share their kindness with others, and w illfully illustrate a true sense of com passion.
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Above: Travis Hall and Laura Moye participate in one of the many activities offered
for students at the Wesley Foundation. Wesley provides students with a great
opportunity to meet new friends, and to strengthen those friendships into lifelong
relationships. Games such as this one provide the students with a chance to open up
the communication lines between people that have one common thread.

Wesley Foundation
Wesley is a diverse group of students who have fun growing, learning, and serv
ing in the name of Jesus Christ. The Campus Ministry sponsors a variety of pro
grams, and is opened to students of all denominations and backgrounds

Left: The Wesley beach retreat at Orange Beach is a
great opportunity to relax after stressing over school
and work, and provides the students with yet an
other opportunity to make friends.
Above: Students involved in the Wesley Foundation
participate actively in many intramural activities.
Their women's volleyball team won the intramural
competition, and they also have an outstanding men's
flag football team

Above: Leslie Jones and Brooks Gallman aided in the tornado relief after the storms Above: Masarakufa Gumiro, a student from Zimbabwe, is one of the twenty students
caused massive damage all throughout the Birmingham area.
that are housed in the Wesley United Methodist Dorm. The dorms offer private
bathrooms, free cable, kitchen facilities, and tv and study room.
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People
"Friendliest Campus in the South"and how
well it deserves that name! Our favorite
memories will be made here and never forgot
ten. As we pursue our own paths in life we
will take our experiences as building blocks
and our special friendships for comfort.
We've laughed, cried, lived and learned.
Time passes by so quickly and we are here
for only a moment.
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JSU 1999
Amanda Laughlin
Miss

"I'm proud of her," said her mother, Linda Laughlin. "I'd be proud of her even if she hadn't won."

On Saturday, January 16, 1999 the new
Miss JSU was crowned. The pageant, which
is a preliminary to the Miss Alabama pag
eant, began early in the day for the contes
tants with an interview. Each girl had to
answer a wide range of questions from their
platform, to themselves or even about cur
rent events. This gave the judges an oppor
tunity to get to know each contestant a little
more. The contestants then competed in
numerous events including swimsuit, tal
ent and two on stage questions.
After all the score were tallied, Amanda
Laughlin from Glencoe was crowned Miss
JSU. Amanda is a senior majoring in Com 
munications. She has chosen Breast Cancer
Awareness: Giving People H.O.P.E. as her
platform. With this platform, Amanda has
become involved in various organizations.
She is a member of Zeta Tau Alpha Frater
nity, whose philanthropy is Breast Cancer
Awareness. She has worked at a yard sale

with Mrs. Alabama contestants to benefit
Breast Cancer research, she has spoken to a
Woman - to - Woman Breast Cancer support
group, and she even held a Breast Cancer
prevention workshop for all sororities here
at JSU to try and increase awareness of
breast cancer. With all of these activities one
would wonder how she has time for any
thing else, but these activities are just the
beginning. Amanda serves as 1st Vice-Presi
dent of Zeta Tau Alpha, is a member of JSU's
Show Choir, works as a Peer Counselor, and
still manages to maintain an impressive
G.P.A. Amanda has also received numerous
awards and honors while at JSU. These
include W ho's Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges and
she is a Faculty Scholar.
Miss JSU's next step is to prepare for the
Miss Alabama pageant to be held June 16 19 in Birmingham. It goes without saying
that Amanda will represent JSU well.
-Jamie Rotters
Amanda Laughlin is crowned by
Kimberly Mullendore, Miss JSU
1998. To Amanda's left is first
runner-up Karen Edwards of
Gardendale, Alabama and to her
right is second runner-up Kim
berly Wright of Eastaboga, Ala
bama.

Above: Miss JSU poses with the
winners of the Big Man On Campus
competition. Matt Driscoll, Ryan
Fitzpatrick and Corey Clark.
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Right: Miss JSU, Amanda Laughlin,
was the guest speaker at the Big Man
On Campus competition.

Miss JSU, Amanda Laughlin, held a
seminar for Breast Cancer Awareness
and invited JSU's sororities to attend.
Attending this seminar were survivors
of breast cancer and the leader of the
Gadsden area Woman-to Woman
Breast Cancer support group, Debbie
Sauls.

Amanda at the Miss Alabama Pageant.
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Miss Jax State 1999
Aimee Sayers

Major: Physical Education seeking a B.S. in Education
Classification: Senior
Birth Date: February 12,1976
Hometown: Tallahassee, AL.

Mr. Jax State 1999
Joel Ingram

Major: Social Science seeking a B.S. in Education
Classification: Senior
Birth Date: May 28,1977
Hometown: Albertville, AL.
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Miss Friendly 1999
Allison Eason

Major: Seeking a B.S. in Criminal Justice with a

concentration in Forensic investigation.
Classification: Junior
Birth Date: April 28,1978
Hometown: Birmingham, AL.

Mr. Friendly 1999
Keith Ethridge

Major: Physical Education with a concentration in Hist

ory, seeking a B.S. in Education
Classification: Senior
Birth Date: April 26,1973
Hometown: Leeds, AL.
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JSU Loses a Friend: Ed Hill

T re n t P en n y
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White shoes and grins are the images Ed left to us
U n til h is s u d d e n a n d s h o c k in g d e a th la s t w e e k , I h a d
n e v e r a c tu a lly h e a r d a n y o n e c a ll E d H ill " M r.
F r ie n d ly ."
B u t s o m e h o w , I c a n n o t th in k o f a m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e
n ic k n a m e fo r th e o n e g u y in J a c k s o n v ille w h o re a lly
s e e m e d to b e e v e r y b o d y 's f rie n d .
L o o k in g b a c k , I d o n 't r e m e m b e r e v e r b e in g fo r
m a lly i n tr o d u c e d to E d . In tr u e p h o to jo u r n a lis tic
f a s h io n , o u r s w a s a g r a d u a l in tr o d u c tio n , a s w e o fte n
b u m p e d in to o n e a n o th e r w h ile d o i n g a s s ig n m e n ts a t
JSU .
B u t a fo g g y a s m y m e m o r y c a n b e a b o u t s o m e
th in g s , I k n o w I w ill n e v e r f o rg e t th e firs t tim e I s to o d
o n th e s id e lin e s a t a Ja x S ta te b a llg a m e w ith E d.
A lth o u g h I c a n 't r e m e m b e r w h o th e G a m e c o c k s
p la y e d t h a t d a y a n d I c e r ta in ly c a n 't re c a ll a s c o re , I
d o r e m e m b e r t h a t e x p e r ie n c e w a s a s u n f o r g e tta b le a s
E d h im s e lf.
It h a d to h a v e b e e n o b v io u s to E d a n d e v e r y o n e
e ls e o n th e s id e lin e th a t d a y t h a t I w a s a r o o k ie s p o r ts
s h o o te r .
W h o e ls e b u t a ro o k ie w o u ld s h o w u p o n th e s id e 
lin e s in c h u r c h s h o e s ? N o t e v e n fiv e m in u te s in to th e
g a m e , I e m b a r r a s s e d m y s e lf b y m is s in g the to u c h 
d o w n s h o t o f th e g a m e b e c a u s e I w a s r o o tin g fo r th e
G am ecocks.
Y ep . I m u s t h a v e lo o k e d p r e t t y p r o f e s s io n a l o u t
th e re .
B u t, s ta n d i n g th e r e in h is w h i t e g o lf s h o e s w ith h is
a r m s c ro s s e d a c ro s s h is c h e s t a n d to tin g a n u n g o d ly
a s s o r tm e n t o f e q u ip m e n t, E d n e v e r l a u g h e d a t m y
g r e e n n e s s o r m y p a th e tic little M in o lta c a m e ra . In
fac t, h e lo o k e d s o a p p r o a c h a b le a n d f rie n d ly , I w e n t
o v e r a n d s p o k e to h im .
I d o n 't r e m e m b e r e x a c tly w h a t I s a id to h im , b u t I
t h in k it w a s s o m e th in g a k in to a c o n fe s s io n : I d i d n 't
k n o w th e f ir s t th in g a b o u t s h o o tin g s p o r ts , a n d I
w a s n 't e v e n s u r e w h y I w a s th e r e w ith a ll o f th e m . I

lo o k e d a t h is fa n c y a u to m a tic C a n o n w ith a ll its b e lls
a n d w h is tle s , a n d m y e y e s d r o p p e d in s h a m e to m y
p itifu l, to ta lly m a n u a l M in o lta .
" D o n 't w o r r y , b a b y ," E d s p o k e u p w ith a b ig g rin .
" T h e c a m e ra a i n 't a n y th in g . I t's w h a t 's b e h in d it th a t
c o u n ts ."
W h a t a p o w e r f u l s ta te m e n t. N o t th e b a b y p a r t - E d
c a lle d e v e r y b o d y b a b y - r a th e r , it w a s th e i n s ta n t
c o n f id e n c e h e p la c e d in m e t h a t m a d e m e feel lik e I
h a d k n o w n h im fo re v e r. T h a t 's ju s t th e k in d o f g u y
E d w a s w ith e v e r y b o d y .
F ro m t h a t m o m e n t o n , E d H ill w a s m y b u d d y .
D e s p ite m y u n i m p r e s s i v e M in o lta a n d a s e rie s o f
e m b a r r a s s in g s c r e w - u p s b e fo r e I fin a lly g o t a d e c e n t
fo o tb a ll s h o t, E d m a d e m e feel lik e a p ro .
H e n e v e r s n u b b e d m e , a n d w h e n th e jo k e s b e g a n
fly in g , a s th e y a lw a y s d id w h e n E d w a s a r o u n d , h e
a n d th e s h u t t e r b u g s fro m th e d a ilie s le t m e in to th e ir
little c irc le . L ik e w is e , w h e n I w o u l d h a v e a q u e s tio n
a b o u t th is s e ttin g o f t h a t , E d w a s th e firs t o n e to o ffe r
to h e lp a n d a d v ic e . It d i d n 't e v e n m a t te r t h a t s o m e o f
m y q u e s tio n s w e r e s tu p i d . E d a lw a y s to o k th e tim e to
e x p la in , a s s u r i n g m e t h a t th e r e is n o s u c h th in g a s a
s t u p i d q u e s tio n .
O n e d a y , w h e n I to ld h im t h a t m y ju n k i M in o lta
h a d c a p tu r e d a firs t p la c e s p o r ts p h o t o in th e A la 
b a m a P re s s A s s o c ia tio n 's a n n u a l c o n te s t, E d g e n u 
in e ly s e e m e d m o r e th r ille d a b o u t it th a n w a s I.
" W h a t a b o u t it, b a b y ? " h e g u f f a w e d . ( T h a t's a n 
o th e r th in g a b o u t E d . h e a lw a y s g u f fa w e d .)
"I k n e w y o u c o u ld d o it."
E d c e le b ra te d th o s e g a m e c o c k s . T h a t w a s a n o th e r
th in g a b o u t E d - n o o n e w a s m o r e tr u e to JSU . E a c h
tim e m y M in o lta ja m m e d a n d m y d e a d li n e lo o m e d ,
E d s te p p e d in a n d o f fe r e d to h a v e p h o to s w a itin g fo r
m e a t th e N e w s o n M o n d a y m o r n in g . A lw a y s , a l
w a y s , h e c a m e th r o u g h fo r u s . A t th e tim e , I w o n 
d e r e d if th e u n iv e r s ity r e a liz e d ju s t w h a t a g r e a t
p u b lic r e la tio n s g u y th e y h a d in E d.
C o n tin u e d o n n e x t p a g e .
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E v e n tu a lly , m y s id e lin e tr i p s e n d e d . I g o t o f fe r e d a
I k n e w E d w a s a b u s y m a n , b u t I a ls o k n e w h e w a s
p o s itio n a t J a c k s o n v ille S ta te , a n d I le ft " th e tre n c h e s " fo r n e v e r to o b u s y to b e e v e r y o n e 's frie n d . I la s t s a w E d o n
a p u b lic a ff a ir s job.
th e T h u r s d a y b e fo r e h is d e a th o n S a tu r d a y , w h e n , a s
E v e n th o u g h I w a s still w r itin g a n d ta k in g p h o to s , I
u s u a l, h e o ffe re d to b a il m e o u t w h e n th e M in o lta ju s t
s o o n r e a liz e d t h a t m y c a r e e r w a s n o t th e s a m e . S u re , I
c o u l d n 't h a n d le th e o v e r lo a d . I w e n t b y h is o ffic e th a t
still w e n t to JSU b a llg a m e s , b u t I fe lt p r e t t y o u t o f p la c e
F r id a y to p ic k u p th e p h o to h e o f fe r e d th e d a y b e fo re ,
a s a s p e c ta to r . It w a s p r e t t y o b v io u s w h e r e m y p la c e
b u t h e w a s n 't in . F ig u r in g h e w a s in th e d a r k r o o m , I
w a s , a n d I m is s e d it te rrib ly .
t u r n e d to m y f rie n d G lo ria a n d to ld h e r I 'd ju s t c a tc h
T h e n o n e d a y , w h e n I w a s s ittin g in m y o ffic e in
u p w ith h im o n M o n d a y .
D a u g e tte H a ll, I s a w a p a ir o f w h ite s h o e s g o b y m y
It is still s o h a r d to b e lie v e .
o p e n d o o r.
L o o k in g b a c k , it s e e m s s o v e r y ty p ic a l th a t w h e n la s t I
M o m e n ts la te r th e y r e a p p e a r e d , a lo n g w i t h a b ig g rin .
s a w E d - m y m e n to r , m y r o le m o d e l, m y f rie n d - h e h a d
" W e ll, lo o k w h o 's h e re !" h e s a id .
ju s t o ffe re d to d o a f a v o r fo r m e.
I w a s e x c ite d to le a r n th a t, tw o d o o r s d o w n , o n th e
It is s o h a r d to s a y g o o d b y e to s o m e o n e lik e h im .
e n d o f th e b u ild in g , m y b u d d y E d w a s m o v in g in to
E v e n th o u g h I 'm n o t q u ite th e ro o k ie r e p o r t e r / p h o t o g 
D a u g e tte H a ll.
r a p h e r I u s e d to b e , th e w o r d s ju s t d o n 't flo w r ig h t.
F o r m o n th s h e w o r k e d , a n d fo r m o n th s I lis te n e d to
A s f o r c a p tu r in g a n a c c u r a te p ic tu r e o f E d , w e ll I
th e o ld ie s r a d io s ta tio n filte r o u t o f h is n e w o ffic e a s h e
g u e s s th o s e w ill h a v e to s ta y in s id e m y h e a d , to o .
h a m m e r e d a n d b a n g e d th o s e r o o m s in to a s ta te -o f-th e A t th e f u n e r a l h o m e th e o t h e r n ig h t, a ll o f u s p h o t o g 
a r t s tu d io .
r a p h e r s ta lk e d a b o u t h o w m a n y p h o to s w e h a v e ta k e n
T h e s tu d i o b e c a m e a s h r in e o f s o r ts - to J a c k s o n v ille , to o f E d th r o u g h th e y e a rs , s ta n d i n g o u t th e r e o n th e
JS U , a n d , m o s t im p o r ta n tly , to h is w ife , A n n e , h is g irls
s id e lin e in th o s e r id ic u lo u s s h o e s a n d h is o th e r tr a d e 
a n d th o s e g r a n d b a b ie s o f w h o m h e w a s s o p r o u d .
m a r k - m ir r o r e d s u n g la s s e s .
A lth o u g h I n o lo n g e r h a d th e S o u th e r n e r s b la s tin g m e
B u t I d a r e s a y t h a t n o n e o f o u r c o lle c tiv e p h o t o 
in th e b a c k a n d th e s tr a n g e th rill o f ju m p in g o u t o f th e
g r a p h ic e x p e r tis e c o u ld t r u t h f u l ly c a p tu r e o n film th e
w a y o f th e b ig p la y s ju s t b e fo r e th e ta c k le , th e la u g h te r
r ic h n e s s a n d th e jo y o f k n o w in g " M r. F r ie n d ly ."
a n d n o is e d r if tin g d o w n th e h a ll fro m E d 's s t u d i o e v e ry
W e m is s y o u a lr e a d y , b a b y .
d a y k in d o f b r o u g h t it a ll b a c k . Big E d 's la u g h w a s
c o n ta g io u s - to f a c u lty , s t u d e n t s a n d c o lle a g u e s a lik e .
-Angie Ayers Finley
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Ed Hill could be seen on the sidelines
at every JSU game with his camera and
his white shoes. JSU will deeply miss
him and his smile.
Photo courtesy of: Trent Penny
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Jackson ville State U n iversity's
N an cy T u rn e r, o n e o f JSU 's
b ig g est fans, h as o v e r forty
chickens in h e r collection.
She h a s b een collecting th em
e v e r since sh e cam e to JSU in
O cto b er o f 1982. E v ery w h ere
sh e goes, sh e h a s to look for
a chicken to a d d to h er
collection. T he chickens in
h e r collection ra n g e from a
w a lk in ' talk in ' chicken to
o n e m a d e from a g o rd , an d
ev en a chicken m a d e o u t of
crystal.
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Biggest fa n : Nancy Turner
When I entered Nancy
Turner’s office at the
Alumni House to inter
view her, I was over
whelmed by her huge
collection o f chickens
from all over the world.
Nancy proudly showed
me a chicken made out
o f ivory and another
which was made in
Europe. She has over
forty chickens in her
collection. When I asked
her which one is her
favorite, she told me it
would have to be the
walkin' talkin’ chicken.
Why is Nancy such a
BIG gamecock fan? She

comments, “I’ve always
been a sports fan - I
wanted to be involved”.
Well, involved she is!
Nancy can be seen at
every JSU football game,
including the away
games.When basketball
season rolls around,
Nancy can be spotted in
the bleachers cheering on
the gamecocks. She was
even a chaperone for the
Southerner’s trip to the
M acy’s Thanskgiving
Day parade. If you ask
Nancy what’s the one
thing she likes best about
JSU, she’ll tell you everything
!!!

When I asked her what spare time, which she
it is exactly she does, she says doesn’t happen very
jokingly replied, “Every often, she likes to play
golf, shop and travel.
thing Connie (Edge)
Nancy is originally from
doesn’t want to do.”
New Jersey and has been
Nancy works in the
living and working here
Alumni House doing
in Jacksonville for seven
everything from main
teen years. She started
taining 39,000 alumni
working for JSU in
files, preparing for the
October o f 1982. She is a
next Graduation, plan
graduated o f Kean col
ning reunions, creating
lege in New Jersey.
the Gem o f the Hills and
even keeping track o f the Nancy loves working for
the alumni office because
Alumni house reserva
it keeps her involved.
tions; not to mention she
She has definitely de
is a caretaker and she
works as a court reporter served the title o f JSU’s
in the evenings. So, when biggest fan.
-Jamie Rotters
she does have a little

A bove: N a n c y is sh o w n w ith
so m e o f th e m an y chickens
in h e r collection. H e r office
is d e c o ra te d w ith all ty p es of
chickens.
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Lloyd Dobyns; A Man of
Experience
Lloyd Dobyns

and the Deming

serves as the Ayers

Philosophy. Dobyns

Chair of Broadcast

has written numer

ing. He is a free -

ous documentaries

lance writer and a

and served as news

journalist. He is the

correspondent and

co-author of two

anchor for NBC

books on quality

news. He has re

management, Qual

ceived numerous

ity or Else: The

accolades for his

Revolution in World

work in journalism.

Business and Think

At JSU, Mr. Dobyns

ing About Quality:

teaches introduction

Progress, Wisdom

to reporting, ad-

Lloyd Dobyns helps out at JSU's new
T.V. newscast, "JSU This Week". This
newscast was something new that was
added to the Communication Depart
ment this Spring giving students an
opportunity to experience what it is
like to be in the news.
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v
d
Aanced electronic

visiting professor in

news, advanced

helped get JSU's

1993-1994 he loved

reporting, and

new T.V. newscast

it and decided to

internet research.

" JSU This Week"

stay. He believes his started. He believes
past experiences
that he did not get it

He serves as an
advisor to WLJS-

within the com m u

FM, the campus

started, he was just

nication world of

radio station, and is

asked how to do it

fers his students an

a frequent off-cam

and he told them.

incite into the com 

pus lecturer.

Mr. Dobyn's stu

munication world

dents definitely ben

When asked
why he came to
1SU, Mr. Dobyn's
said when he was a

Behind the scenes at JSU's T.V.
newscast.

that other professors efit from his experi
may not be able to
ence.
offer.
He has also
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sippi.”

Sheila Anne Webb writes a childhood memoir, the title could be: “Tomboy on the Missis

As a child in Clinton, Iowa, she remembers standing on the parapet of an old lighthouse
overlooking the river, reading her poetry into the wind. She and a friend roamed the bluffs, look
ing for snakes. And they swam to islands in the river, exploring. “I remember the old men sitting
on the benches by the river front, watching for the first barge of spring, coming through to break
the ice.” Tomboy Sheila Anne Webb is now Dr. Sheila Anne Webb, Dean and Professor of the
College of Education and Professional Studies at Jacksonville State University. She presides
over teacher training at the university, which produces more Alabama teachers than any other
college or university in Alabama. She is proud of JSU teachers evaluated in a recent statewide
test. On a scale of 1 to 4, JSU graduates averaged 3 and above. She fell in love with teaching
early. “I was a playground director, and I taught the other kids how to swim. I was always teach
ing the other kids something or other. The refreshing, revitalizing thing about teaching is that you
always learn when you teach.” Her career took her to Rockford College in Illinois, University of
Iowa, State University of New York in Albany, a two-year stint in Indonesia, Humboldt State in
California, and Jacksonville State in 1997. Dr. Webb likes problems. “It’s kind of a puzzle, trying
to solve them. I like to explore the options, and sometimes I find options that other people haven’t
thought of, and that’s fun.” Dr. Webb married her high school sweetheart, Jeffry Hubek, but
chose not to use her married name in her professional life. “Love has its limits, I guess,” she
laughed. Her husband teaches public relations at JSU. A big part of her life is taking care of their
10 cats. “Well, let’s see, there’s Snickers, a big fluffy happy cat; Sunny, who talks on the tele
phone; Benjamin Buttercup, a long-haired yellow kitty; Cookie, a black and white kitty who looks
like Sylvester; Anna Booboorific and Tommy Tuffikins, my Persian kitties; Mocha, a little tortoise
shell kitty; Daisy Goodgirl and her friend Susie Cleanplate, who eats every scrap, and of course
Tiger, who was left on our doorstep in California.”
As a child, she remembers sleeping in a lower bunk with her sister, six years older, above. She
would pull up a
corner of a round rug on the floor, and underneath it was an imaginary Magicland. “Our stories
about Magicland — the critters and the people and places — would float in the darkness at night
until we went to sleep.” When you look at the energetic blonde educator joyfully solving problems,
in her office at JSU, you get the idea that Sheila Anne Webb has pulled up the corner of the
academic rug and reached her professional Magicland.
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Dr. Sheila Webb
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Mike Morris: Southerner's Photographer

Mike Morris

A s y o u c a n s e e fro m th is d i s p l a y o f p h o t o 
g r a p h s , M ik e M o rr is r e a lly h a s a ta le n t fo r
c a tc h in g th e fe e lin g o f th e S o u th e r n e r s .
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Mike Morris was first exposed to the Marching Southerners at a concert at South Cobb High School
while he was a student in the band. He knew then that he wanted to be a part of such a wonderful
organization. In 1976, Morris came to JSU and was a member of the Marching Southerners for one
year. Although he enjoyed his time here, he chose to leave after such a short time because he wanted
to be a journalist. At the time Jacksonville didn't offer a journalism program. Mike Morris went back
to Georgia to get his journalism degree. He is currently working for the Atlanta Journal and
Constitution where he covers crime stories. He has been at the Journal for 19 years. Mike Morris still
enjoys the Southerners. He is the bands'
unofficial photographer. He packs his cam
eras, both video and still, and heads to every
football game and exhibition to see the South
erners play. His photographs of the South
erners are inspiring. He has never expected
anything from the band although his pic
tures have helped the band tremendously
with recruiting. At the end of each season,
Mike Morris allows members of the South
erners to take their pick of his photographs
for their own personal albums. Why does
he do it? Because he believes the Southern
ers are "the best at what they do."
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Students had many opportunities such
as football games to enjoy and interact
during the year.
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G RAD U ATES

They never seem to get enough. Graduate students
are dedicated to learning. They are constantly
g to continue
on the path they have chosen.
They have high goals, and they will achieve them.
Rishikesh Bhatta
Arun Bajra Charya
Shannon Lea
Neal Morrow
Isarwisa Muambungo
Takehiro Nakamura

Rajendra KC
Rajesh Shahi
Manoj Silwal
Fred Smith
Mandy Townsend
Maria Zavala
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SENIORS

The timehas finally
arived,Graduation b
fo r many it is a time of joy and excitement while
for others it is a time of uncertainty and sadness.
Whatever the case,
thisis a day that neve
forgotten.
Jean Acevedo
Philip Attinger
Joel Babcock
Jessica Barker
Jeffery Barkley
Shane Bean
Carrie Blankenship

Katherine Bowen
Judy Brown
Karalina Brunstrom
Nathan Bryant
Wendy Chaney
Gretchen T. Chatman
Shelena Childress
David Cobb
Kelley Cochran
Gabe Costner
Dana Cronin
Amanda Daily
Matthew Davis
Regina Denney
Joey Dodd
Jack Eagly
Mark Ebert
Amy Farris
Ashley Findley
Soledad Galindez
Carmen Garcia
Ferdinand Gipon
Olafallart Gipon
Emily Gong
Antonio Gordon
Jenny Gyurova
Jason Hall
Daniel Hallman
Vicki Hanks
Jennifer Harris
LaKiesha Hawthorne
Robin Hayes
Erin Henley
Jamie Higgins
Misty Holmes
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Peter Howell
Paul Dembo Jammeh
Jennifer Justice
S. Todd Keasler
Chara Kelley
Kim Kelley
Kim Kelton
Kishami Kent
Clint Kirkland
Daniel Kirkland
Amanda Laughlin
Jason Lawson
Eric Martin
Amanda Mc Coy
Heather Mc Fall
Gregg Meyer
William Miller
Blaine Minton
Mary Mokhtari
Melanie Morton
Scott Otwell
Marta Pelaez
Brady Renton
Herman Rey
Anup Rimal
Mark Rothell
Sean Rust
Marcia Ryan
Greg Sackett
Jason Self
Deidra Snow
Tonya Spillman
Jeremy Tallut
Brian Tarvin
Libby Talyor
Julie Vangelder
Brandy Vaughn
Antonio Villafana
Pablo Viteni
Jason Walters
Robert Ward
Tina Warren
Rodney White
Kareem Williams
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JUNIORS

By the junior year, students are getting settled into
their majors and are lookingforw ard to the upcom 
ing year. Core classes arefinally finished and stu
dents are concentrating m ore on their majors.
Destiny C. Barnes
Camilla Bourke
Jonathon Brothers
Daphne Buchanan
Bonnie Casey
David Chambers
Daniel Dewberry

Michael Dyer
Jamie Edge
Amy Edwards
Ryan Freeman
Angela Gentry
Jorge Gonzalez
Rishaundra Grant

Joseph Harbison
Scott Hayes
Michael Helms
Michael Henderson
Latesha Hightower
Rosemary Holley
Terrance Horton

DeLandra Hunter
Audrea Hyatt
Jonas Ibedberg
Kellilyn Johnson
Keiichi Kosoka
Hannah Lemaster
Tracy Lindquist

Yukari Maki
Linda Matere
Marie Mattfolk
Clint Maze
Trena Moore
E.J. Moran
Shay Mullinax

Jessica Patterson
Jeremiah Peck
Leslie Pell
Ramiro Perez
Brad Prince
Kelly Rhinehart
La Tonya Rhodes
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Nick Rhymer
Holly Hodge Riley
William Robinson, II
Anthony Scott
Camille Scruggs
Mellissa Skinner
Adam Skipper

Shawn Stevens
Laura Steward
Michael Stewart
Crystal Streeter
John Suckow
Ugur Tansuq
George Tsimpides

Stacey Upton
John Walker
Jeremy Wallace
Daniel Watts
Jocelyn Watts
Tameka Webb
Jeremy Wheeler

Tabitha Woods

250 People

SOPHOMORE

Sophomore year
isold hat. Seen there done th
the attitude o f m any people. Students are used to
doing thingsfo r themselves and have learned what
to expectfro m their professors.
Andrew Anderson
Angela Anderson
Richard Arledge
Alexandria Athanasakis
Bruno Avila
Angie Ball
Deann Bartlet

Said Belemlih
Brian Bolton
Tanya Brand
Amy Broadway
Karri Carr
Amanda Chumley
Lestie Collins

Terry Collins
Eddie Crosson
Tessa Davis
Michael Digby
Scott Eagle
Kelly Finn
Amber Gonzalez

Erica Gordner
Ricardo Guara
Melanie Hayden
Cherie Holder
Michael Johnson
Benjamin Jordan
Jeremy Kirk

Belinda Knapp
Temika Lavender
Pamela Maneice
Tracey McElroy
Shane Miller
April Morgan
Mokiri Nsele

Quincy Palmer
Lindsey Passler
Patricia Punin
Trevor Ragland
Desaree Romer
Monique Romer
Shannon Smith
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DeSmit Sophie
Lashieka Taylor
Erika Terry
Trissy Thomas
Sarah Trotter
Betty Ann Ward
‘ Amanda Warren

Todd Willis
Dale Wilson
Tomohiko Wukamura
Toni Yaikow
Andre' Young

252 People

FRESHMEN
A year of BIG changes, freshm en get used to cam 
pus life and life without m om and dad. They have to
learn to take on that dreaded word
This is one o f the most difficult, yet exciting, years o f
ONES

life.
Amy Abbott
Chris Abernathy
Amber Altman
Amber Amberson
Gail Angel
Richard Arends
Joey Armstrong

Lorie Ash
Chris Ashley
Darryl Askew
Teresa Atkins
Reshonda Baggage
LeDarius Barnes
Jeremy Bartlett

Amanda Beck
Nikki Bell
Stephanie Bell
Sabrina Bellmon
Jenni Belknap
Josh Benefield
Brad Bennett

Misty Berry
Whitney Beysselance
Etalya Bivens
Shanna Black
Wolfgang Blickle
April Bonner
Tiffany Bowler

Nikisha Boyne
Stephen Brackett
Alan Bradford
Jason Brambley
Ryan Brice
Josh Brock
Linda Brookins

Amy Brothers
Tracy Browder
Danny Brown
Jeremy Brush
Tonya Bryant
Jeffrey Buckner
Amber Burgess
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Seth Burgess
Crystal Burke
Tiffany Burnham
Jared Burton
Erin Calhoun
Sam Calhoun
Robert Cantrell

Quinton Caples
Jacob Carlton
Samantha Carson
Terri Carson
Courtney Carter
Garrett Carter
Gracie Catchings

Sarah Cawer
Jennifer Chapman
Julie Chapman
Stephanie Chapman
Kimberly Chastain
Mark Choquette
Jeffrey Chumley

Crystal Clark
Natalie Clinkscales
Charla Coleman
Christa Collins
Shannon Collins
Josie Connell
Christy Cook

Kristen Cooper
Sharon Cooper
Damien Cordle
Beth Cousins
Nia Cox
Phillip Cox
Robin Crane

Clint Croft
Stacy Cross
Kenneth Crowder
Ben Cruz
Reggie Daniel
Darrell Davis
Tina Dean

Rob Decker
Justin Dew
Leann Doegg
Emily Doty
Karine Droulers
Sharitta Dukes
Miranda Dulin

Tyjuan Dumas
DeArise Duncan
Dayna Dunn
Michael Easley
Dirk Echols
Justin Edge
Mary Beth Edwards

254 People

Emily Ellenburg
Paul Ellison
Luke English
Pam English
Ron Ervin
Kevin Essary
Rebecca Farley

James Farmer
Tanya Feazell
Tracy Fleming
Emanuel Foster
Ikenna Foxx
Jackson Franks
Brendan Fuller

Nicholas Fuller
Andy Fulmer
Bryant Gains
Brooks Galhan
Salisia Gamble
Andrew Garner
Justin Garner

Dana Garrett
Jody Garrett
Katrina Garrett
Noah Garrett
Scott Garrett
Ricarlos Glenn
Jennifer Glover

Corey Godfrey
Jennifer Godfrey
Eeron Graham
David Gramling
Samantha Gramling
Elizabeth Grant
Matt Griffe

Marcus Griffin
Tasha Griffin
Jeremy Guthrie
Ashley Gwin
Kelley Hall
Kelly Hamilton
Jeff Hansek

Rachel Hardegree
LaRon Harper
Adam Harris
Tiffany Harris
Jeremy Harvella
Caleb Hayden
Amanda Hayes

Misty Haynes
Jeremy Haynie
Kimberly Hays
Amanda Henry
Jessica Henry
David Hicks
Courtney Hilario
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John David Hill
LaShondra Hinton
Carrie Hodges
Joel Holcombe
Tommie Hollins
LeAndre Holston
Chris Hopes

Kerry Hudson
Ryan Hunt
Jennifer Irazarry
Erin Jackson
Greg Jackson
Brian Jaggers
Brett Jenkins

D'Anza Johnson
Krystal Johnson
Randall Johnson
Candice Jones
Charles Jones
Darnell Jones
Jeremy Jones

Jessica Jones
Keith Jones
Russ Jones
Joseph Kaper
Marcia Keith
Kim Kessler
Tracee Kimble

Mary King
Rodney King
Jennifer Kittle
Casey Koskodan
Snezana Lakcevic
Debbie Langley
Markeith Lanier

Rebecca Lasch
Steven Lavin
Travis Lawrence
Jonathan Lawson
Misty Lane
Sandrika Lee
Michael Leeth

Jonathan Leftwich
Tim Locklear
Mick Lombardo
Kristin Lopez
Hubert Lothery
James Lovell
Justin Lovvorn

Anthony Mack
Kimberly Mack
Danny Marroquin
Andrea Martin
Clifford Matthews
Karen Maxwell
Lindsey Mayes

256 People

Becki McCaherty
Elisha McCartha
Tandra McClure
David McCollum
James McColpin
Matt McCormick
Torey McDaniel

Matthew McFall
Ryan McKinney
Mandi McQueen
Brad Medaris
Biff Meeks
Kerry Mikell
Jeffrey Milan

Holly Miller
Josh Miller
Misty Mills
Jamie Minton
April Mitchell
Ashia Mitchell
Shellia Mitchell

Taylor Mitchell
Thad Mitchell
Rasoul Mokhtari
Laura Mooney
James Moore
Holly Moorer
Lee Moragues

Melissa Morgan
Toni Morris
Suzanne Morton
Laura Moye
Cam Murray
Heather Newsome
Ellen Nickolson

Heather Norton
Lori Norton
Essence Nunn
Joseph O'Hara
Jonathan Oliphant
Rickey Oliver
Amanda Olson

Jay Pace
Anna Palmer
Jamarrie Parks
David Parsons
Janie Patterson
Virginia Peiffer
Claire Pennington

Rodricus Peoples
Wayne Pernell
Wade Peterson
Chau Phan
Amy Phillips
Lamontay Pinkard
Holly Pinson
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Michael Popwell
Erin Porter
Patrick Potter
Emily Powell
Jacob Power
Ryan Powers
Alison Prather

Omar Prince
Wes Pritchett
Wade Railes
Bethwell Raore
Jennifer Rass
Amy Rawlings
Catherine Redmond

Amber Reid
David Rhodes
Danielle Roaderick
Darius Roberson
Ashley Robinson
Andy Rogers
Daniel Rogers

Teresa Ross
Toni Russell
Corey Salter
Vladislav Sayenko
T.J. Seaks
Kevin Shannon
Jency Sharp

Joseph Shearer
Joey Shiflett
Paula Shipp
Joel Sigafuss
Teruka Sillman
Courtney Simmons
Leigh-Ann Sims

Paul Sizemore
Joe Skaggs
Catherine Smith
Clay Smith
Crissa Smith
Holly Smith
Jeff Smith

Beth Sproles
DeWayne Stallworth
Guill Strougo
Jeremy Sullivan
Blake Surrock
Beth Susman
Jennifer Sweatt

Pam Swinford
Greg Tappin
Emilie Taylor
Frederic L. Taylor
Kim Taylor
Pat Thomas
Teatric Thomas

258 People

Nick Thomason
Carrie Thompson
Arreanna Thornton
Shane Thornton
Andre Tolbert
Meredith Townley
Stephanie Treglown

Lawren Tucker
LeighAnn Tucker
Amy Turner
Josh Turner
Sharon Turner
Charles Vencill
Ellen Verner

Brett Waites
Melissa Walker
Paige Walker
ReTonya Warwick
Rebecca Washington
Shannon Watkins
Christina West

Wendi Whaley
Lindsay Wheeler
Habeus White
Londeria Whitlow
Tim Wilcox
Gary Wilkerson
Herbert Wilkerson

Brad Williams
Ginger Williams
Penny Williams
Shana Williams
Sonquez Williams
Trekisha Williams
Jonathan Williamson

Laura Willmon
Octavia Wilson
Matt Wiram
Jason Wirchball
Bo Womack
Valerie Womack
Erin Woodruff

Jonathan Woods
Shamekia Woods
Rachel Woodson
Candy Worthy
Mike Wright
Ben Wyrosdick
Kristen Yates

Lexie Yates
Fred York
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1966 Mimosa Staff (right)
1969 Ballerinas (bottom left)
College Students at a 1966 Pep Rally (top left)
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Closing
Time...
Years ago, college students
everywhere joined organiza
tions, strived to obtain good
grades, and found time to relax
and party with friends. Well,
today college students are the
same as they were then. JSU
students 100 years ago to the
present seem to share a kindling
friendship that will last for the
many years to come. Here at
JSU we learn about who we are,
who we want to be, and what
our future can hold. Special
people brought us where we are
today, we in turn hold the fu
ture.
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Angie Ball
People-Organizations Editor

Libby Taylor
Editor-in-Chief

Mimosa Staff
A Note on the Completion of this Yearbook
Each section editor is expected to contribute
her best effort in her section, as well as to
provide layouts for the Mimosa at each dead
line. All of the editors must handle enor
mous amounts of responsiblity, ranging from
contacting people—sometimes continuously- to making and finishing layouts. This year
the section editors were also required to
shoot their own photo assignments. These
are not easy tasks. Every effort that was
given by each of these editors is greatly
appreciated.
As the deadline for the Mimosa nears, there
is always an awful lot of scrambling to finish
anything that was left undone. This year's
section editors had even more than usual to
overcome, and it took intense determination
to finish this book. Giving up their July 4th
holiday weekend was not above what some
would do to finish the yearbook.

But without the outside help of many people
who are not directly involved with the Mi
mosa, the book could not have been finished
at all. Many thanks goes out to Clarke
Stallworth, who was resposible for the orga
nization of kamikaze assistants that were
willing to fight to the end to finish the book.
Also assisting with the completion of the
book was form er editor Amy PonderNabors, now our favorite Josten's represen
tative.

Other assistants include Phil Attinger, former
editor of the Chanticleer, Tim Lockette, Steve
Latham, Buffy Smith, David Sharp, David
White, Jerry Harris, and everyone that
helped me from the Drama department.
It was a difficult task, but we made it through
it! Thanks again!
—Sherri Restauri

Robin Hayes
Sports Editor
Sherri Restauri
Campus Life Editor

Kelly Finn
Greek Editor

Amy Ponder-Nabors
Favorite Jostens Rep.
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